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PREFACE. 


TO THE 
Congregation of Proteſtant 
DisSENTERS, | 


To whom Mr. TROSSE was many 
Years PASTOR. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HE Reverend and Pious Mr. TROSSE, who 
was lately reno d from you by a ſuddain 


Death, ſume Tears ago drew up an Account of 


his own LIFE, more eſpecially of that Part of it 
which was ſpent in the Neglect of GOD, the Contempt 


of His Worſhip, and a licentious Way of Living in 


bis Tounger Tears; and which relates to his ſhocking 
Convictions, bis diſtracting Horrors, aud his happy 
Converſion which followd thereupon. He oblied his 
Executrix 20 publiſh it after his Deceaſe Hie own 
Words are, I injoin my Executrix to get it printed 
aſſoon as conveniently it can be done upon my 
Death. 

HIS Deſign in ordering the Publication of this Nair: 
rative f the former Part of his Life, was, as He ſays, 
For the tercitying of Preſumptuous and Secure Sin- 
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ners, for the encouraging and perſwading of ſuch as 
are ſenſible, and humble, to make a Return to GOD 
thro' CHRIST; and for the comforting Converted, 
but Dejected Chriſtians, that they may not be over- 
whelm'd with Sorrow. q 

IT hop d, it may be of ſome conſiderable Service to 
thoſe Ends, Ungodly Sinners, after rbey have perſi- 
ſted ſeveral Tears in a ſenſual and profligate Courſe of 
Life, and bave ſtood it out agaiuſt repeated Calls and 
Admonitions, are many times ready to conclude, that 
nom it's 200 late for them to-think of minding ſerious | 
Religion, and that GOD will not accept them: But the 
Inſtance in the following Narrative, ſhould encourage 
them, after all, to repent of their Sins, 10 ſeek after 
GOD, and to reform their Lives; for He, we find to 
our Comfort, will not reje& returning Prodigals : $9 
that, alths this Eminent Perſon is dead, He yet ſpea- 
keth, and, in effect, ſays to profane and lewd Wretches, 
© Tet is there Mercy ſor you, if you will part with your 
* Lyſts and the Sins that eaſily beſet you, and unre- 
© ſervedly reſign your ſelves to the Government of the 
© Lord Feſus Cbrift , Tet is your Heavenly Father ready 
to embrace you. If you will not flee from Mercy by a 
* Continuance in affronting Majeſty, you may yet be 

* eternally ſafe and happy. | 
THERE is not the leaſt Reaſon, that diſobedient 
and diſloyal Wretches ſhould grow bold and preſumpru- 
ous in their Profaneneſs and Immorality, from the 
Confideration of what this excellent Perſon once was. To 
prevent the making ſo pernicious a Concluſion in Practice, 
abey ſhould ſedately contemplate the inſupportable Do- 
Jours which were the bitter Fruits of bis Wickedneſs. 
What terrifying Horrours invaded his Soul? What 
ſtinging Rebukes, What bitter Remorſes, What in- 
tolerable Agonies, did heexpertence, as the Effects of 
bis Ungodly Cour ſes? He did not find that Eraſe and 
| n Comfort 
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u in Sin, which many preſume is to be met with 
in the pradtiſe of it: He found it extreamly evil and 
bitter in its Conſequences. The mo# racking Tortures 
wounded his Soul, did cut hin to the very Heart, and 
drove him into a wild Diſtraction. How deplorable 
was his Caſe! His Sins made him a Terrour to him- 
ſelf, that ſometimes he became a raging Fury. No 
Wondsr Solomon propoſes that Dneſtron, * A woun- 
ded Spirit who can bear ? This incomparably exceeds 
all the moit exquiſite Pains which at any time afflit the 
Body : Therefore, enormous Sinners ſhould dread a Con- 
tinuance in their vile Practices, leaſt they expoſe them- 
ſelves to the like Loads of ſinking Sorrow, and their 
Souls be left overwheln'd with Anxiety unallay'd. 
While they indulge their Senſualities, they may be ſee- 
mingly pleaſant and jolly for a Time; but + the Tri- 
umphing of the Wicked is ſhort: Al will iſſue, at 
laſt, either in Shame and Anguith in this World, or 
in an Extremity of Torment in that to come. The 

Apoſtle makes his Appeal to the converted Romans, 
| ſome of whom Had been great Sinners : What Fruit 
ad ye then of thoſe Things whereof ye are now 
aſham'd? For the End of thoſe Things is Death. So 
that Shame will attend them if they leave their Sins, 
and Death if they do not. And will any venture upon 
thoſe Courſes which will be ſ miſchievous and fatal in 
their Conſequences? Should GOD f.ruour the Vicious 
and Debauuch'd with his Grace, and help them ſincerely 
to repent of their Aliſdeeds ;, yet, may they juſtly ex- 
pet tn ſmart by the moit racking Gripes of Conſcience. 
The Pleaſures of Sin are many times followd with the 
mutt bitter Remorſes of Minds ſenſual Satisfatlions at 
Length run into au Exceſs of Torment. I At lait it _ 
: IKC 
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like a Serpent: Aud will any be fo . as to bring 
theſe Evils upon themſelves by their Vices ? Ob! that 
Sinners would confider how dear it has coſt others to in- 
dulge a carnal Appetite, and to traverſe the Ways of 
Siu] Let the Senſe of that be a Caution to them, to 
keep at a Diſtance from the Paths of the Profane and 
Vitious, Beſde, when ſuch have for many Tears been 
familiar with enormous Praftices, and have given the 
Reins to their Luſte, they are not certain that GOD 
may at Length favour them with his Grace, or belp 
them to make a ſincere Return, no, but rather He may 

ive them up to a judicial Obduracy, and leave them 10 
Je filthy and unrighteous ſtill ; and then they are un- 
«lone forever. 

SOME, after Divine Grace has given a Turn to 
their Spirits, have been haunted with melancholy, de- 
jecting Thoughts, which have been very grievous to 
them. Upon the Account of their former Miſcarriage, 
they have ſometimes been ready to conclude their Caſe 
deſperate: But this Narrative of Mr. TROSSE 
LIFE is deſign d to ſupport and comfort ſuch ſad and 
diſquieted Souls, by convincing them that great Sin- 
ners may be converted, zbat the blackeſt Crimes 
may be torgiven, and that Prodigals may be em- 
brac'd in the Arms of their Compaſſionate Father, 


Ar. TROSSE is not the only Tuſtance to be met 
with of a Returning Sinner: The SERMON will 
offer you ſome Examples from Scripture of that Rind; 
and T could preſent you with a great many more from 
other Writings : Give me Leave to lay a few before 
you, that you may be the more fully convine d, that 
{ome of the moſt profligate Wretches have been the 
Monuments of Divine Grace, and, after their Cou- 
verſimm, ade been own'd and honour'd of GOD, and 
ſucceſsfully imploy 4 by Him in the Services of his 
Church, 5 I 
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T ſhall begin with St. AUSTIN, a Chriſtian Bi- 
ſbop, one of the Primitive Fathers, who for many 
Tears prefided in the Church of Hippo, and ſbin d with 
an enable Luſtre. He was an indefatigable ant + 
ſucceſsful Preacher of tbe Goſpel, a zealous Defen- 
der of tbe Truths of GOD, and an illuſtrious Light 
in the Firmament of tbe Church. For Piety, Hu- 
mility and Charity, be was exceedingly conſpicuous. 
At the Cloſe of bis Life more eſpecially, * be ſpent all 
his Hours in Prayer, and humbling himſelf before 
GOD. He was not ſwoll'n with a banghty Opinion of 
bimſelf; for when his Friend Audax, beſide other lofty 
Encomiums, ſtild bim The Oracle of the Law, be re- 
turns this modeſt Anſwer : How, ſays he, am I the 
Oracle of the Law, who am ignorant of much more 
than I know concerning its profound Secrets? His 
Modeſty and Humility alſo appear d in bis outward 
Habit; for tho be was a Biſhop, be refurd to wear 
any thing beyond what was common to the more inferior 
Clergy. Says he, © Suppoſe there was given me a 
* rich Mitre, or Cap, it might perhaps become q Bi- 
&« ſhop to wear it, but it would not become Auſtin, who 
& is @ poor Man, and meanly deſcended. ” He was of 
a very (ubmiſfroe Temper : A remarkable Inſtance of 
which we have in his Carriage towards Ft. [erom. T5 
be had been not à little provoPd by bis keen und ſaty- 
rical Way of Writing, yet, notwithſtanding this, in an 
Epiſtle to him, he earneſtly begs bis Pardon in what- 
ever be had offended him, and importunately ſues for 4 
Reconciliation ;, thus concluding : © I intreat you, a- 


* gain and again, freely to correct me wherein ſoever 
«c | 
von 
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Omni illo Tempore Orationi vacabat. Paidan Vit. 
Auguſt, 


=_ "Y ä 
K+ 
—_ 


A PREFACE to the 


yon perceive I have need of it; for tb | according 
* zorhe Titles of Honour | now] «s'd in the Church, 
* the Office of a Biſhop 7s greater than that of a 
% Preſbyter, yet in many Things Auſtin 7s inferior 10 
„ Terom. * | | 
Poſſidonius, and others, who have preſented th 
World with his Charatter, do alſo mot particularly 
rake Notice, that be was a great Lover of Hoſpita- 
lity, and rook much Delight in the Enjoyment of his 
Friendi; tho his Entertainment lay rather in Reading 
and profitable Diſcourſes, than in plentiful Eating and 
Drinking. In theſe Friendly Converſations he was an 
utter Enemy to Detraction and Backhiting ; as appears 
by that remarkable Diſtich inſcriÞd upon his Tulle : 


"A — S 


Quiſquis amat Dictis abſentum redere Vitam, 
Hanc Menſam indignam noverit eſſe Sibi. 


This Board affords no vile Detractor Place, 
IW hoſe Speeches load the Abſent with Diſgrace. 


If, notwithſtanding this, any at lis Table made bold 
with the Names or Reputartions of others, He would 
ſharply rebuke them, by ſaying, * Either blot out 
thoſe Verſes, or I muſt retire from my Table to my 
Chamber. TI the rather mention theſe Things, becauſe 
Ar. TROSSE was very much like Him with rela- 
tion to theſe Virtues. 

| BUT 
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+ Quanquam ſecundum Honorum Vocabula, quæ jam Ec- 
cleſtæ uſus obtimuit, Epiſcopus Preſbytero mayor fit, tamen 
in Multis Rebus Aug lf inis Hieronmo minor eſt. Epiſt. 19. 
ad Hieron. : OY 

* Tam afjzere aliquando reprehendit Commotus, ut dice- 
ret: aut delendos cle 1110s de Men ſa Verſus, aut ſe de Media 
Re fictione ad Cubiculum Surretuum. Poſſiden, de Vita 


Arguſ?, 


tum excruciabat. August. Conteſſ. Lib. 6. Cap. 12. 


\ 
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BUT yer, how great a Sinner was this ſame excel- 
lent Perſon in the former Part of his Life ? How en- 
ſlav' dito Vice and Senſuality! His CONFESSIONS 
will fully convince you of this. How does he bewail * the 
Cuſtom of ſatisfying his inſatiable Concupiſcence £ 
And ſays, that f he drew his Chain with a deadly 
Sweetneſs. And in another Place, he laments that || 
he was not a Lover of Marriage, but the Slave of 
Luſt. Ven his Mother cautiomd bim again Forni- 
cation and Adultery, be loo d upon rheſs Cautions 
as t a little Womaniſh Counſel, which he was a- 
ſham'd to pay any Reſpe& to. He acknowledges, 
that he had kept [] a Concubine for à confiderable' 
Time, and had a bale Child by ber; but ſhe having 
been remod d from him, as a Perſon who obſtructed his 
Marriage, he took a Second for the ſame Purpoſe. 

HE confeſſes, that | +] be did boil by the Heat of 
Fornications. And in the ſame Chapter he ſays. that 
I be gave up himſelf to the Madneſs of Luſt.  ' 

THUS was the former Part of theLife of that Excel- 
lent Prelate ſtaind with Vice, and fouPd with & 
led Practice. But at length be was awaken'd to 4 
Senſe of his ſad Condition: Then was he hurry'd up and 
down like a Perſon diſtracted; but, in ſome time, by an 
unuſual Occurrence, be was advied, as be thought, 
to 


* 
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* Conſuetudo Satiand® inſatiabilis Concupiſcentiæ me cap- 


+ Mortifera Suavitate trahebam Catenam meam. Id. 

Non Amator Conjugii, ſed Libidinis Servus. Lib. 6. C. 15. 

J Mwnitus muliebres Videbantur quibus obtemperare eru- 
beſceremus. Lib. 2. C. 3. 

[#] Interea Peccata mea Multiplicabantur, & avulſa a La- 
tere meo tanquam Impedimento Conjugu cum qua Cubare So- 
litus eram; Cor ubt adherebat, conciſum, & Vulneratum 
mihi erat, ſed quia non Amator Conjugii, ſed Libidinis Ser- 
vus eram, procuravi Alteram. Lib. 6. C. 15. 3 

6 Ebulliebam per Fornicationes meas, Lib. 2, C. 2. 

J Totas Manus dedi Vefaniz Libidinis. Id. | 
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[t]totake up a Book and read. The Book was S:.Paul's 
Epiſtles; which taking up and opening, the Place be 
Bri gx d his Eye upon, was, Rom. 13. 13, 14. Says be, 
* I took up the Book, open'd it, and having read. 
the Verſes, I would read no more, neither was there 
any need I ſhould do ſo; for upan the End of that 
Sentence, as if a I. ight of Peace and Security had 
been intus'd into my Heart, all Darkneſs of Doubt 
fled away. How did the Grace of God triumph in thus 
leading Captivity Captive! What an admirable 
Recovery was this of a miſerably enſiavd Sinner ! 
What a ſpecial Beam of Divine Grace was. darted in 
upon his Mind, to beget fo ſurprizing a Change ! 

Ar. BILNEY, 4 Martyr, is another Inſtance of 
this, who, having for ſome time preach'd the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, in Oppoſition to the Popiſh Errors and Uſur- 
pations, at length, by Terrours and the Threats of his 
Enemies, Recanted. f But Dr. Fuller ſays, © That 
* after his Abjuration He had ſuch Conflicts in bimſelf 
from the Conſideration of what he bad done, that he 
was overwhelm'd with Sorrow, and was near the point 
of utter Deſpair, ſo that his Friends were afraid to 
© leave bim alone, but continwd with him Day & Night 
* ftriving to adminiſter ſome Comfort to him; but he 
« was in ſuch an Agonie for the Space of a whole Tear 
after, that he could receive no Comfort. But, at 
&« length, by the Grace of God, he had Eaſe in his 
& Mind, and then reſolv'd to ſpend his Blood in giving 
% Teſtimouy to that Truth which before he renounc d. 
What Angniſh did bis Sin create in his Mind! How 
were bis Theughts dliſtracted! What Horrours mo 


— — 


[1] Ecce audio Vocem de vicinaʒ Domo cum Cantu dicentis 
& crebro repetentis quaſi Pueri ark Vuellz neſcio, Tolle lege, 
Tolle lege. Lib. 8. C. 12. | 

* Arripui Libram, apernt, & legi in Silentio . Nec ul- 
tra volui legere, nec opus erat, &c. Id. 

1 Fuller's Lives, p., 122, 123. 
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ded bis Breaft upon bis diſowning the Truth! But 

Grace at length fetcld him out of bis miſerable State. 
He, in a Letter to Tonſtal Biſbop of London, ſays, 
That when the New Teſtament was firſt ſer forth by E- 
raſinus, underſtanding it to be elegantly done by Him, 
allur d rather by the Latine than the Word of God, (for 
at that Time I knew not what it meant) T bought it, and 
at the firt reading, by the Providence of God, Tchanod 
upon this Sentence of St. Paul, (O moſt ſweet aud com- 
ortable Sentence to my Soul! It is a true Saying, and 
worthy of all Men to be embrac'd, That Chriſt Feſus 
came into the World to ſave Sinners, of whom I am 
Chief, This one Sentence, thro* God's Inſlrution and 
inward Working, did ſo exhilerate my Heart, being be- 
fore wounded with the Guilt of my Sins, and being al- 
moi in Deſpair, that immediately I felt a marvelous 
Comfort and Quietneſs, inſomuch that my Bruiſed Bones 
leapt for Foy. After this, the Scripture began to be 

more pleaſant to me than the Honey, or Honey-Comb. . 
The ſame Perſon ſays of the famous | Mr. PE R- 
KINS, © That he was no ſooner admitted in ChriſÞs- 
„College in Cambridge, but quickly the Vild. fire of 


* his Touth began to break ont. Sure it is, that he 


© zook ſuch Liberties to himſelf as coft hin many a 


e $izb in his Reducd Age. Probably (ſays that Au- 
© thor) Divine Providence permitted him to run bim- 
e ſelf, with the Prodigal Son, out of breath, that (1 
© hemight be the better enabl d experimentally to re- 
© reprove others for their Vanity, and effettually ſym- 
© patbizing with their ſad Condition, might be better 
* ſtilld to counſel & comfort them upon their Repentance, 
B E Z. A, that Excellent Reformer, was alſo in bis 
Touth extravagant and vicious, He had been detain'd 
by Vice, ſays the ſame Dr. He wrote ſome light and 
vain Poems, too much in the Style of Ovid and Catul- 
| A 2 . + ns, 
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lus. But (ſays t Melchior Adam) awhile after he 
had written them, he was the firſt who condemn'd 
them, and declar'd his Deteſtation of them, 

The Learn d and Excellent | U NIUS was another 
Inſtance of this kind, who, for a while, ſpent too much 
Time in tbe Company of thoſe of the other Sex. But 
this was not all, for, as \| Dr. Fuller ſays, he turn'd 
no better nor worſe than flat Atheiſt : For, while he 
was a Student at Lions, he fell into the Company of an 
il Man, who told bim, in the Words of the Epicure, 
Nil curare Deum nec ſui nec alieni; That GOD 
cares for nothing. He corroberated this with ſuch ſub- 
til Arguments, that | Junius ſuck'd in that damnable 
Principle, and thereupon gave up himſelf to vile Plea- 


ſures for more than a Tear. * But ( ſays the ſame Dr.) 


* by a wonderful Preſervation of his Life in a Tumult, 
© in that City, his dromſie Soul was awaken'd to a Con- 
* fderation of Divine Providence; and awhile after 
6 lighting on tbe 1. Chap. of the Goſpel of St. John, was, 
* by Goll Spirit moving his Heart, ſo highly affected 
* therewith, that be fell on a ſuddain both into an Ac- 
* knowledgment and Admiration of God in his Word, & 
* afterwards became an Eminent Preacher of the Goſ- 
* pel, and an Illuſtrioas Profeſſor of Divinitie. 

* Dr. Fuller records of Mfr, ROBERT BOLTON, 
who was an Excellent Divine, a Man of Eminent Parts 
and Pietie, and did a great deal of Service in tbe 


Church of Chrif both by Preaching and Writing, That 


in his Tounger Tears be lov'd Stage-plays, Cards, 

Dice, was an horrible Swearer. Sabbath-breaker, 

and Boon- Companion; he lovd neitber _—_— ws 
0 


I Ila ipſemet paulo poſt omnium Primus damnavit, & de- 
teſtatus eſt, Vita Beza, p. 203. 

| Fuller's Lives, p. 443. 444. 

Fullers Lives, 587, 588. Sed alterum Malum fuit 
Sens in cujus Approbationem perductus fuit aliena Auda- 
& Imprudentia ſua, Melchior Adam. Vita Junii, p. 194. 
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© Good Men. Another who has written his Life, pre- 
fred to bis Works, ſays of him, © That of all forts of 
People, be could uot abide their Company who were of a 
« ſtri and holy Converſation; ſuch he would fetch with- 
in the Compaſs of Puritans, thinking by that lawleſs 
Name he had depriv'd them, ipſo facto, both of Lear- 
© ning and Good Religion. But at length (as the Dr. 
© tells us) the Lord ran upon him as a Giant, taking 
* him by the Neck, and ſbaking bim to pieces, as be did 


1 
* 
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Job, beating bim to the Ground, as be did Paul, by 
© laying before bim the ugly Viſage of his Sins, which 
© lay ſo beavy upon bim, that be roar'd for Anguiſb 

© Heart; yea, they ſo affrighted bim, that he aroſe 
* ſometimes out of his Bed at Night for very Anguiſb of 
© Spirit; and to augment his Spiritual Miſerie, be was 
© aſſaulted with foul Temptations, Horribilia de Deo, 
* terribilia de Fide, which Luther calls Colaphum 
© Satan. This continud Four Months; but God at 
© laſt gave a bleſſed Iſſue, and thoſe grievous Pangs of 
* the New-Birth produc'd Two admirable Effet in bim, 
© an invincible Courage inthe Cauſe of God, and a ſin- 
' gular Dexteritie in comforting Aflicted Conſciences. 


Another Inſtance of this ſore F Mr. Firmin gives us 
in Mr. JOHN ROGERS, of Dedham. He ſays, 
That in his Tounger Tears be was ſent by his Uncle Mr. 
Richard Rogers to Cambridge, and maintain d by him; 
but he there led a looſe and prodigal Life; He ſold bit 
Books, and vainly ſpent the Moneys be bad for them. 
The Wife of Mr. Richard Rogers, pig ing the Circum- 
ſtances of this Toung Man, prevail'd with her Huſband 
to buy him more Books, and to we bim again to the 
Univerſitie. He ſold his Books a ſecond time, and as 
vainly ſquander d away bis Moneys as before, Where- 
upon Mr. Richard Rogers was inclin*d wholly to caF him 
out of bis Favour; but, by the Perſwaſion and Impor- 
tunity of bis Wife, be was once more won upon to ſend 

is 


J RealChriftian, p. 75. © n 
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his Kinſman zo Cambridge; and then he proved ſerious 
and ſedulous. On the Account of which wonderful 
Change, Mr. Richard Rogers was wont to ſay, I will 
never deſpair of any Man more for John Rogers*s 
ſake. But after his Converſion God bandled him with 
grent Severitie for his former Sins, he experienc'd 
dreadful Terrours of Conſcience, inſomuch that he 
would often retire into the Fields, get under Buſhes,and 
pray and cry there. But at length be was an Eminent 
and Zealous Preacher of the Goſpel, and, by the Bleſ- 
Ing of Go upon his Labours, he became an admirable 
Inſtrument in converting many Souls, - 
How may you diſcover the Immenſitie of Divine Com- 
paſſion and Grace in the Inſtances I have laid before 
you It is hence very evident that great Sinners may be 
converted, and may, upon their Repentance, become de- 
ry ſerviceable in the Church of God. He will not rejec 
Perſons for their pait Sins, tho* of a deeper Dye, if they 
will make a ſeaſonable Return; but if Sinners delay vo- 
ry long, their Caſe will be irretrievable, and their Mi- 
ſeries irremediable. 
O that this might prevail with Sinners to betake 
themſelves to a Timely Seeking of their God, and Re- 
forming their Lives! For if they negle it, he may 

ive them up to Hardne(S of Heart and a ſtupid Inſenſi- 
Pilitie, & then their Caſe will be wellnigh deſperate. The 
Grace of God was ſtupendiouſly, and in a Way uncom- 

WW mou, extended to Ar. Troſſe, and ſome others; but if 
* Sinners delay their Return, they know not but they may 
N be deny d the like Favour, and the Spirit of Grace may 
1 never make a kind Viſit to their Souls more. 

Ar. Troſſe has from a pious Defien own'd the Sinful- 
neſs of the former Part of bis Life; but then it's ap- 
parent, that be was a real Penitent. But perhaps it 

may be ſaid, It's better to be innocent! I anſwer, 
It s better to be à penitent Publican chan a conceited | 
Phariſee, But I would recommend to you a Paſſage of 


.1 Bp. 


1 


— 
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8 A Bp. Tillotſon :; That they who are reclaim d from 
us « 2 wicked Courſe are many times more throughly and 
"ul YN © zealouſly good afterwards. Their Trouble and Re- 
ill * morſe for their Sins do's quicken and ſpur them on in 

68 « the Ways of Virtue and Goodneſs. and a lively Senſe 


th «® of their paſt Errours is apt to make them more careful. 
4 « and con eden, of their Duty, more tender and care- 
he ful of offending God, and deſirous, if it were poſſible, 
ad go redeem their former Miſcarriages by their good Be- 
nt e haviour for the future. Their Love 10 God is uſually 
ſ- c more vehement, and burns with a brighter Flame; 
le = for to whomſoever much 1s forgiven, they will 
love much. And they are commonly more zealous for 
1 * zbe Converſion of others, as being more ſenſible of 
re * the Danger Sinners are in, and more apt to commiſe- 
be c rate their Caſe, remembring, that it was once their 
e nn Condition, and with what Difficulty they were 
ect * reſcwd from ſo great a Danger. And, for the mot 
ey part, great Penitents are more free from Pride and 
9A; Contempt of others; rbe Conſideration of what they 


li- &« once were being enough to keep them humble all their 
Days. So thatPenitents are many times more through- 
ke * ly and perfectly good, and, after their Recovery, do 


e- in many reſpects outſtrip and excel thoſe who were ne- 
ay c ver engag d in a vicious Courſe of Life; as a Broken 
i « Bone well. ſet is fone than it was before 
he Theſe are the Words of that Excellent Prelate. 

1. Mr. Troſſe was ſuch à Penitent; and I make no 


if doubt but all who knew him will readily own bim to bade 
ay been as throughly good and charitable -as. any who 
9 may cenſure bim. | * 

| May this following Narrative be of Uſe to all who © 
ul- read it! May Sinners ſeriouſly peruſe it, and turn from 
* their Vicious Courſes zo the Practice f real Godli- 
7 neſs! May Saints carefully conſult it, and ferch Com- 
Ir, fort from it, and bleſs God for the admirable Diſplays of 
ed bis Free- Grace | | J. 


57 1 In his Sermon on Lake 15. 7. 
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It is written in a plain Stile; for the Author of it 
neuer ſtudied an Exattneſs and Accuracy of Language, 
was not over curious in the Choice of bis Words, for he 
aim'd at not hing more than to be underſtood. He was 
much more concern d for Things than Style; and, as Dr. 


Bates ſays of Mr. Baxter, his great Mind could not 


ſtoop to the affected Eloquence of Words. 

He had fo great a Senſe of the Evil of Sin, that he thought 
he could not fully encugh expreſs and expoſe the malignant 
Nature of it, nor ſuffictently ſhame himſelf for it. 
Hence it is that you meet with ſo many keen Reflections on him- 
ſelf, and many times Heaps of ſevere Expreſſions, fo greatew 
and enhanſe his Crimes. He aggravates them from all the 
Topicks of Ageravation, and by Words highly figurative. But 
this 75 no other then what the Primitive Saints hade done before 
him, when they have ſpoken of themſelves. Thus the Qreat 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 1 Cor. 14. 9. I am the leaſt of the A- 

ſtles, and am not worthy to be calF'd an Apoſtle.. Again, 

pheſ. 3. 8. he owns himſelf to have been leſs than the leaſt of 
all Saints. And in 1 Tim. 1.15. he ſtiles himſelf the Cheif of 
Sinners. And ſays the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 753. 23. I was a Beaſb 


betore thee. Again, in Prov. 30. 2. ſays Agur, Surely I am 


more Bruitiſh than any Man, and have not the Underiianding, 
of a Man. Such Language as this from the Pens of Men who 
were ſo conſpicuous p Holineſs, is an Evidence of the Depth 
of tkeir Humility, and their affecting Apprehenſin of Sin, 
This exci ed them to ſpeak of themſelves in ſo diſpaxaging 4 
Hile. Ms. Troſſe has often own'd, that he was the worſt of 
Sinners, n the fight of God ; but not by open, notorious, and 
ſcandalous Sins befire Men, nor by Sins yo his Converfion, 
or his Joyning with moderate Diſſenters. | 


T ſincevelj thank you, Gentlemen, for all your Fav1uys and 
Civilities; and hoping you may receive ſome Benefit by a ſeri- 
ous peruſal of the following Narrative and Sermon, I take 
Leave to ſubſcribe my ſelf, withall ſincere Re pect, 


Your Affectionate Friend, 
And Oblig'd Servant, 


Ft 
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| Of the lateREVEREND 


Mr.GEORGE TROSSE. 


WAS born in EXON, O#0b. 25th, in the Year 
1631. of * Wealthy Parents, bonourable Citizens. 
My Father was, by Profeſſion, a Counſellour, and 
my Mother the * of one who had twice 
that Cizy. They gave me the 
uſual Education of thoſe Days amongſt ſuch as were 
no Friends to Paritans: They were averſe to the Pla- 
eing me with ſucb, either to be bred up in Religion or 
Learning. I was taught the Principles of Religion, call d 
upon to read the Scriptures, forbidden to ſport or play 
upon the Lord a- Day, made to frequent the Publick Aſ- 
B emblies 
* The Grandfather of the Reved. Mr. George Troſſe was an 
Eſquire by Birth, and bred a Counfellour at Law. He had Nine 
ns; the Eldeſt of whom was the Father of Mr. George Troſſe, 
who was allo bred at the [21s of Court, and was likewiſe a Coun- 
ſellour at Law. The Two Junge were educated for the Mini- 
ftry, and the ref? delign'd for the Law They had but One - 
far, who was married to Sir Fol Specket of Thornbury. 
+ Mr. Troſſe's Mother was Daughter of Alderman Burrow, 
who was twice Mayor of the City, and alſo a conliderable Benefa- 
ctor to it. Many of his Relations marry'd into Great and Honour- 


able Families: So that he was related to many Perſons, of very 
conſiderable Quality. \ "IR 
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ſemblies for Worſhip on that Day, and to ſit demurel 
there; and ſhould be reprov'd and corrected, if in theſe 
Reſpects I tranſgreſs'd. Yet, too often I thus offended: 
I ſportedand play'd with others upon the Lor@s-Day, 
5 iu thoſe Times, was publickly permitted and al- 

ow'd.) I never card to underſtand, ar to retain, what 
T heard in Publick; never, as I can remember, being 
call'd to an account by my Parents, after the Sermon 
and Service was over; and ſo profited nothing by all 
that I heard. Oy 
ALL my Younger Years were ſpent at the Gram 
mar- School, to learn the Latine Tongue. I had a quick 
| Apprebenſion, and ſome good Inclinations towards my 

. Book, and made ſome conſiderable Progreſs in that 

Sort of Learning, and that far beyond my Co-Temporaries : 

Inſomuch. that, ſeveral Years after, being in m 

Sc hol Alaſters Company, he, hearing me nam'd, ſaid, 
© he had once a Scholar of that Name, whoſe Removal 
from his School he was more troubledat, than for the 
Removal of any other he had ever the Inſtruction of; 
© being one of the moſt forward and likely Boys he ever 
taught. And, he thought, (he ſaid) that my Mozher 
did me and himſelf an Injury, to tranſlate me from 
the School to the Exchange, from being a Scholar te 
* be a #lerchant. 

THUS I continu d at School 'till I was about 14 or 
15 Yearsot Age, in which Time I was ſeemingly more 
Virtuous thanothers, not inclin'd to ſuch Errravagan- 
cies and Rudeneſſes winch other Lads of my Age were; 
but was modeR, civil, and dutiful, generally ſpeaking, 
to my Parents, and induſtrious in Learning, & c. 

YET, all this while, I was a very Arbeit, know: 
ing nothing with a 1 affecting Knowledge, no not 
one Attribute of God, or any Principle of Religion; o- 

mitting, as far as I can remember, the very Matter 
of Religious Duties in ſecret. I was a violent Enemy to 


Puritans, and to ſuch as were eſteem'd, and dowbrlefs 
| were 
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were, the moſt Holy and really Religions ; a zealour and 
irrational Friend to, and Contender for, Cavaliere, 
Biſhops, Ceremonies, Common - Prayer, &c. a great 
Reproacher of ſtrict Profeſſars, and a Blaſpbemor of the Spi - 
rit, {peaking jeeringly and derifevely of bim, and bi- 
Gifes, Graces, Regency, and of Praying by the Spirit. I 
learnt reproachful Sarcaſtical Sengs againſt theſe 
Things, taking great Delight therein, as that which 
was agreeable to that Curſed Carnal Principle which 
rul'd within me: Never endeavouring to imploy my 
Invention in any good Thing, or to commit to my Ae 
mory any Texts of Scriptmre, pious Sentences, or the like, 
unleſs by my Parents I were compelPd to learn and 
retain them. 3 8 9771 
BUT this Courſe of Life did not ſo well pleaſe ne, 
nor the Devil, as I may well ſuppoſe: For, having a 
Roving. Fancy, a Dejire to get Riches, and to live luau- 
riouſly in the World, I was bent upon Merchandize and 
Travelling into Foreign Parts. But then in this I had 
no other Motive, but the Satisfying the Great Lords 
and Commauders of the unregenerate World, the Luſt: 
of the Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eyes, and be Pride of Life, 
For theſe would I torſake my Maſter's Schavl, where I 
was commendably and ſucceſsfully imploy'd, and 
might, in Time, by a farther Proficiency in Learning, 
have been fitted he Serviceableneſs in my Generation. 
For theſe would I deſert my Mother's Faniy, where I 
was under a careful Inſpetion, to prevent all græſ Im-. 
moralities and Debaucheries. For theſe would I aban- 
don, for a Time, the Church and Ordinances of Cbriſt, 
in and by which I might have gotten the Anowledge 
of the be# Things, and, for ought I know, have been 


1 


brought to /ove them, and to have been Fectually in 


fiuenc'd by them. But I ran wandering 1 knew not 
whither, and ſo expos d my felt to dangerous Tempta» 
ion. | 7 & | vs 


By 


— 
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M render Morber comply'd with my Inclinations, 
as knowing the Profitableneſs of Trading, by having been 
the Daughter of a Merchant, who got many Thouſands z 
tho my Father, who died ſeveral Years before, de- 
ſign'd me for a more Ingenious Education, and a Calling 
altogether as profitable, as appears by his Bequeathing 
to me all his Law-Books, with his Collections relating 
to that Study. | 


HENCE I may date the Beginning and Occaſion 


of my after - Sins and Calamities : For, going abroad 


into a tempting World, with a blind Mind, a fooliſh Fan- 
cy, and a gracelefs Heart, without any conſiderable Expe- 
rience of Humane Affairs, I was eaſily led into great 
Sins and dangerous Snares, and fo laid my ſelf open to 
very great Evils of ſeveral Kinds; as you will more 
fully underſtand by what follows, which I the rather 
chuſe to relate, that I may warn others from venturmg 
upon the like Temptations, and to caution Parents a- 
gainſt indulging their Childrens unreaſonable Incli- 
Aatons. | 

BEING about 14 or 15 Years of Age, I was bent 
for France, ànd then ſent thither to learn the Language 
of that Country; and as I was going to take Shipping, 
having no Book to peruſe, nor other Buſineſs, I went 
into ſome Company to drink with them. And I was led 


away by ſinful Inclinations toan alluring Obje#. From 


Exeter I went to Pomderbam, to ſhip my ſelf for Mor- 
laix, where we continu'd about Six Weeks waiting for. 
a Vind to carry us over the Bar: All which Time I 


1dly trifled away, engaging in nothing that was good, 


never bowing 4 Knee to God; but _ vain Company, 
play d at Cards, zalk'd fooliſhly, jeer d at Godlineß, and 


was a proper and welcome Companion to the Ungodly and 


Prophane. ny: | 
AFTER we had fſarf'd over the Bar, we were 
put in at T6r-Bay, where we tarried another Tk 
1 as 


N , * 1 
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(astho' the Wrnds meant to have prevented my Run- 
ning upon my own Ruine). ThereI was a very Brute, 
as before, and ne'er how d a Knee to the Almighty, thed 
1 had an Example given me by a Papif, (who ſayFd, 
in another Ship, with us to the fame Place) whom EF 
found once upon his Knees in his Chamber: But I ra- 
ther eſteem d it an A of a Papift than the Duty of a 
Proteſtant; and was rather pre judic d againſt it becauſe 
of the Performer, than thereby allur d to its Perfo- 
manco. 

BUT, at length, the Wind favouring our Deſign, 
we ſet Sail, and in a little Space (about a Day and a 
Night) we arriv'd ſafely at Aorlaix; not only pre- 
ſervd from Faves, Shelves, and Drowning, but alſo 
from Iriſh Pirates and Slavery; for there were many 
then (in the Year 1646) upon zhoſe Shores, who had 
taken many Veſſels, and dealt very ſeverely with thoſe 
they took: And the Ship which ſaild in Company 
with us, at her Return, was taken by them, as I was 
afterwards inform'd, & the Maſter of her was confin'd 
to a Priſon,and died there. Which gractous and merci- 
ful Preſervation of mine, as I never ſought at God's 
Hand, fo I never acknowledg'd it to be God's Work. 

THUS I arrir'd at Lower Britaigne, in France, a 
* Ather#, a rooted Enemy to the Power and Pro- 
feſſton of real Godlineſſl. At that Place I found no So- 
ciety which might help to reform me; but rather ſuch 
as might efablih me in my M ickedneſs, confirm me in 
my Prejnaices againſt real Godlineſs, and enereaſe my 
Averſion to Religion: For I met there with no ftrit 
Religious Perſon: There were ſome who were civil and 
ſober, but others wild and riotous. 


THE firſt Place I landed at was Morlaix, where 
I was conſign'd to an Engliſh Merchant, to diſpoſe of 
me as might be moſt convenient for my Purpoſe of 
Learning the Langnage, and to furniſh me =, all 
uch 


* 
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ſuch Things as I ſhould need. In a little Time, I 
was Lodg'd and Pieted in an Engliſb Houſe, where 
was no Family-Duty perform'd all the Week; only a. 
Sermon, or ſome Prattical Book, read upon the Lord's- 
Day. Here I continu'd a few Days, before I had 
Cloaths provided me, which were made gallant and 
wodiſh: A Vanity deſign'd to pleaſe a fooliſh Mind, and 
a Snare to a proud Fancy. - 
HENCE, in a little Time, I was ſent to Pontive, & 
lodg'd in the Houſe of a French Proteſtans Miniſter ; 
(who was a Aliniſter to the Engliſh Merchants at Aſor- 
laix, and usd to meet them at Guingan (if I miſtake, 
| not the Name of the Place) once a Quarter, to preach 
| (# and adminiſter, the Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper to 
them; and he admitted any, without making Enqui- 
ry into their Auomledge or Converſations. He liv'd at 
2 conſiderable Diſtance, about Seventeen Leagues 
from them; and ſo could have no Acquaintance with 
them, but at ſuch a Quarterly Meeting. In this Ai. 
niſters Houle (which was a Caſtle of the Dutcheſs of 
oban, then a Proteſtant) were ſeveral other young 
Fngliſo Lads lodg'd, to learn the French Language. 
Within a Year, I arriv'd at a conſiderable Knowledge 
of that Tonzue, and ſpake it readily: Infomuch, as 
they were pleas'd to ſay, there was but one Exgliſb 
Alan betore me who excelbd me therein. For, bein 
young, having a good Memory, and ſome Knowledge of 
the Latine Tongue, I eaſily obtain'd it. 
AND this was all the Good I got in France, whilſt 
T had my Abode there, for all the Money I there 
ſpent and waſted. All the reſt I did was evil, and 
the Matter of Repentance, We had no Family-Prayer 
in this Ainiſter's Houſe, ( tho* I do not know but the 
Family might pray together in their own Chamber; but 
they did not pray with zb9ſe who took their Diet with 
them) only once, on a Lord's-Day, the Mixifter's Son 
read a Chapter and a Pfalm, and ſome Part ' their 
mon- 


— 
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Common. Prayer. We never pray'd conjunctly. And 
as to my ſelf, I neglected all ſolitary and ſecret Prayers. 
We had Two Men, who came to learn the French with 
us, who were both Profriors of Religion, and one of 
them more eminently ſo: He, indeed, gave us a good 
Erample, retiring by himſelf daily, and with fome 
due Striftneſs obſerv'd the Chriſtian Sabbath. But nei- 
ther theſe Perſons, nor their Fracticet, did pleaſe me: 
For I maintaind and encreasgd my Antipathy to them; 
which, many Times, I diſcoverd by fooliſh and un- 
reaſonable Revilings; looking upon them all as Rebels 
again the King. | 
AFTER the Service of the Lord's-Day was over, 
we ſpent the Remaining Part of it as we thought fit our 
ſelves, acting and talking as on ozber Days, or rather 
worſe. For upon the Lord Day the Idolatrous Papiſts, 
after their Ma was over in the Morning, and ſome 
other unreaſonable and ſuperſtitious Services in the Af- 
ternoon, would go out of the Town, ( very near the 
Caſtle ) and there the ung Men and Maidens were 
wont to dance upon the Dove, which was a Rij/mg 
Ground before the Caſtle. They danc'd together in a 
Ring, Two of them leaping in the mid, and when 
they had ſhewn their Ativrry, they would call other 
Comples out of the Ring to do the like. Of this fooliſb, 
indecent, and dangerous Exerciſe We were the pleas'd 
Spectators; and a Toung Woman of the Miniſter's Fami- 
ly was permitted and allow'd to do the like. Yet I 
can't remember that the leaſt Reproof was given us for 
this. For the French Proteſtants, as they hold not the 
Aſorality of the Sabbath, ſo neither do they at all ob- 
ſerve it as 2 Day of Sacred Rest For between Publick 
Worſhip, or after the Cloſe of it, they are wont to 
—— k, and ralk, and recreate themſelves, as on other 
454. . 

ALL that while, I ne er ſought to God, no, not 
fo much as in a Formal Hanner, either for the obtain- 


ing 


and Diet) which continu'd upon me about t 


of Heaven, or Hell: But behav'd my felt like a Brute 
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ing any good Thing, or for the Removal of any Evil; 
but would ſometimes rate G O D's Name in vain. Whilſt 
J was there, I was ſeiz'd with an Ague, (the uſual 
Diſeaſe of Young Exgliſb Men upon the C boys of Air 

e Space 
of Nine Weeks. This reduc'd me to great Weakneſs, 
and brought me nigh to the Grave and Hell. Yet, uot- 
withſtanding this Rebuke of Providence, 1 ne'er thought 
of GOD, of Sin, or Death, of the Day of Judgment, 


unn. 


under all, And had I then died, I ſhould have been 
Dammd e er I fear'd or thought of it. 

HERE I found my Corruptions encreas'd, and I be- 
ganto be more vain and fooliſh, in my Language and 
Carriage, towards thoſe of the other Sex: I was proud 
and haughty, quarrelſome and contentious, raſh and re- 
vengeful, Once a Companion of mine (born and bred 
in the ſame City with my felt ) offer'd me ſome little 
Affront, as I apprehended; and with a Knife I attemp- 
ted to wound him; and had his Double: been open, I 
might have given him a very deep, it not a deadly, 
Wound. . 

WHILE I was in this Place, God was pleas'd to 
remove Mr. Ramet (the Miniſte?) by an untimely Death. 
He had been dangerouſly ill of a — juſt 2 and 
had not as yet ventur d abroad. At that Time the 
Dutcheſs of Rohan had married a Popiſb Gentleman: 
She, with her Huſband, coming down into Brizazgne, it 
was given out, That ſhe would come to the Caſtle, and 
reſide there for a few Days. In order to her better Eu- 
tertainment & Accomodation, Workmen were imploy'd + 
to repair and cleanſe the Caſtle. Upon a Lord's-Day, 
Mr. Ramet went out of his Chamber to view the Repa- 
rations, and going up to One of the #7»dows in the 
Gallery, he lean'd his Hand (as was thought) upon a 
rotten Piece of Timber, which breaking under him, the 
whole V/indow, Roof and all, fell down upon his Rect 

rom 
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from under which he was taken fainting and panting © 
for Life. He was led a turn or two about his Chamber, 
and died, Many ſuch Providences have fallen out with 
relation to ſuch as have concern'd themſelves about 
Secular Affairs on the Chriſtian Sabbath: Tho? it was 

not ſo ſintul in him, who was taught to believe it F#- - 
daical to hold one Day more holy than another, and ſo 

ated according to his o Principles which were againſt 

the Morality of the Sabbath. But this his untimely 

Death was a great Scandal to the Papiſts; and they 
would inſultingly cry after us, when we went abroad: 

The GREAT 5601er. The GREAT HERETICK] 
is ſent to Hell; or the like. Their Feſuttes, Prieſts, 

and Friars, taking this Advantage in their Diſcourſes, 

either in the Pulpit or out of it, to defame the Prote- 

ſtant Religion, and prejudice their People againſt it. 

THIS Stroke given the Family call d aluud for 
2 and Piry,eſpecially to the poor, old, deſolate 
Vidom. It was the Duty of us all to do our urtmoſt, in 
our Carriage, Behaviour, Words, and Language, to 
alleviate her Sorrows, and comfort her; but ſome of us, 
and J in particular, did the quite contrary: For we 
raisd Quarrels, and ſawcy Debates, in the Houſe, to her 
great Diſcomfort; and I kept a- foot this proud Conten- 
tion till my Departure; then I, unbumbl'd and wnrecon- 
cid, left the Family : Which wasa — very diſ- 
ingenuous and uncharitable towards ſs Aged, ſo Grave, 
fo Afiited a Natron. 

HAVING paſs'd abont a Year in Pontivs, I retur- 
ned to Morlaix, loaden with a great deal more Guile 
than lay upon me, when I before had left it. I. was 
now more confirm'd in my Nlindueſ and Atheiſm, more 
addicted to a vain and ungodly Prattice. Here I tarried 
about Three Quarters of a Year, and was more wicked 
and fooliſh than I had been betore: For I met with 
greater Attrarves to Sin, and more Fewel for my Lufts. 
I ſpent much Time and Money in Tennis. Courts and 

C. | Truerns, 
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Taverns, where, many Times, I drank to Exceſs, and 
that to a great Degree of it. But when I came again zo my 
ſelf, and reflected ſoberly upon what J had done, I 
was greatly aſbanbd, and difpleafd with my ſelf, look; 
ing upon it as an unreaſonable and diſgraceful Sin, 
which expos' d me to the Cenſure and Deriſſon of Men; 
but _ conſider, that it laid me open to the Vati 
G 74 8 k 
T% FTER I had thus expos d my ſelf by ſuch Miſ- 
carriages, I took up Reſolurrons, and made Vows, to leave 
them for the future. But all zhbeſe having been made 
without any Senſe of God at all, by the Direction, in the 
' Strength, and tor the Ends of Carnal ſelf, they were ſoon 
* torgotten and contradicted, that I might comply with 
iS my Senſual Inclinations. | 
I remember, that once J had ſuch a Senſe of my In- 
15 temperate Courſes, that I made a Vom | That I would 
f drink no more in a Tavern]: Which Vow I kept for a 
little Time: But, a while after, going again to the 
Taverne, Icall'd to mind my Vom (of which I had ſome 
awful Regard in my Conſcience); but being ſtrongly 
inclin d to drink with ny Companions, I either put my | 
Head out of the Vindom, or went out into a Gutter, to 
drink, thinking that Way to ſatisfy my Conſcience, and 
ſecure my ſelf from the Breach of my Vow. But at 
Length theSenſe of myVoms wore out, & forgetting my 
Reſolutions, and diſregarding the Convictiont of my 
Conſcience, I could drink as friendly in a Tavern, and 
to as great ExceſSas I had done before: 
HERE, as to Money, I had a plentiful Allowance, or 
rather ru much of it: For where there is much Money, 
little Wit, no Religion, a vicious Mind, and no Reprover, 
a Perſon is expos d to tremendous Evils and extravagant 
Follies. 5 R 
DURING my Stay in this Place, I idly ſpent a- 
way ſeveral Piſtoles in Learning to Dance, and in ac- 
coinpliſhing my ſelf in Mufck, The latter, the * 


— — 


Mr. GEORGE TROSSE. 11 


— — — ä — 
of the Two, I ſoon forgot; but the other I frequently 
practis'd afterwards, and was not a little proud of my 
preſum'd Excellency therein. 1 
THUS having ſpent a great deal of Money, and 
about Two Tears, in France, I departed from Morlaix, 
and went down Twenty Miles towards the Sea, to take 
Shipping. And here, tarrying ſome Days, inſtead of 
confeſſing my Sins in that Kingdom, and begging Par- 
dou at the Hands of GOD, and reſolving to Fr ſal⸗ 
them, that I might return to my Native Country and 
Relations with GOD's Bleſſing, I encreas'd my Guilt & 
my Sin. For here, I remember, I drank exceffively, in 
Company with an extravagant Toung Perſon, who was 
Sottith to a great Degree. But then I coat Ship, and 
under a great deal of Guilt left France. r 
BY God's gracious Providence, to ſuch an Atheift and 
rovoking Wretch, I ſafely arrivd at the Harbour of 
pſham ; but never return'd GOD Thanks for his Pro- 
zetion; neither did I conſider, that He conducted me 
thitber and preſerv'd me, | wo 
WHEN I arriv'd at EXON, I thought to have 
found my Aſotber there; but ſhe liv'd in the Country: 
Whereupon I rode to viſit her. But now I was very 
much concern'd about the Account I was to give ber in 
relation to my extravagant Expences ; having ſpent 
about Sixor Seven, Score Pounds. And to prevent her 
Diſpleaſure, I invented a Lie; pretending that I had 
been afflicted in my Abſence by a great Sickneſs, which 
had been very chargeable to me. I remember, I told 
my Friends, that I had been bleeded ſeveral Times 
which was a groſs Lie: For I had never any Blood ta- 
ken from me all the Time of my Stay in France. In 
the Telling of which Lie I perſiſted tor many Tears at- 
ter, often affirming, that I had many Times —— bleed- 
ed in FRANCE. This I frequently repeated, without ' 
the leaſt Temptation'to it, or Hope of Profit y4yat might 
redouud to me by it, | | 1222 
— Ci: FOR 
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FOR my Gold ſpent in France, I brought over 
broad Gold-Lace upon the Sleeves of my Doublet, which 
greatly offended my Mother, who ript it off, and 
would not ſuffer me to wear it, | 

HERE with my Mo2her I liv'd ſome Months vain- 
ly and fooliſhly; never applying my ſelf to any Thing 
that was good or commendable; but liv'd without GOD, 
without CHRIST, withont any Senſe of Religion, or a- 
ny Thing of Concern for my Immortal Soul; I was 
well contented with my wrerched Condition, never in- 
tending to alter it. h | 

I was ſtill bent upon Aſerchandize; preſuming I 
ſhould be a more fncceſsful Trader, & a richer Merchant, 
beyond the Seas, than I could be at Home. Herenp- 
on, I deſir d to viſit ſome other Country again, and my 
Mother was alſo very willing of it, tor my Worldly 
Advantage: For ſhe could have a Proſpect of nothing 
elſe by my Going into Foreign Parte, There was too 
much Cauſe to fear, that if I ſhould go thirther to gain 
Wealth, I ſhould loſe my Sonl, or fink into Hell, by the 


pn CEE 


Bargain: Becauſe, at hat Time, I was ſuch a fooliſh, fan- 


zaſtical, graceleſS Young Lad, and had been ſuch a 

Prodigal before | 
I wiſh all Parents, as they love the Souls of their 

Cbildren, and value their own Comfort, would not ſuf- 


fer their Children to go beyond the Sea, till they have 


ſome good Ground to believe that the Root of Grace is 
in them, and fo GOD engag'd with them for their 
Preſervation : Or elſe, that they would commit them 
to ſome ſtritly Holy and Religious Perſon there, who 


would fairbfnlly diſcharge his Duty to their Souls; the 


Number of which, in my Time, for ought I could un- 
derſtand, was very ſmall. I. cannot ſay I knew any 
One Perſon of ſuch a Character, but many of a diffe- 


rent one. 
THE next Place of my Abode was London, whi. 


ther | was ſent by my Friends to a Brother-in-Law, 


Who 


lived at London. It was judg'd expedient I ſhould — 
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who was nearly related to a Portugal Merchant, of 
ſome Years and Experience; who at that Time alſo 


ply to him, that he might recommend me to a Aaſſer 
in Portugal. Accordingly I was ſent with à great 
deal of Money, that I might have ſufficient to induce 
ſome Merchant or other to entertain me as an Appren- 
tice. Whilſt I continu'd-in London, I was lode'd in 
the ſame Houſe with this Portugal Merchant, and did 
eat with himat the ſame Table. Here I was very un- 
happily plac'd: For in that Family there was nothing ot 
Religion to be diſcern'd: No Divine Service pertorm'd 
either Morning or Evening; but uu of the DeviÞs 
Service done both by Night and by Day. 
MY K#ſmen and the Aſaſter of the Houſe were both 
Treat and common - Drunkards, _— uſually to 
their Houſe at Night, much in Drink, ſo that they 
were ſcarce able to eat or go. The Wife of the Ma- 


ter of this Family was ſenſual and irreligious, uncon- 


cern'd about the Things of GOD; and it was ſaid, ' ſhe 
was jealous of. her Huſband; which occafion'd great 
Feuds and Contentions between them, infomuch that 
they gave each other hard Words, and ſome Blows 
were exchang'd whilſt they were in Bed; which, in a 
little Houſe, and where the Rams were near each o- 
ther, I could very well hear. Theſe Perſons had Two 
Danghters; the younger of them haughty, ſbrewiſb, and 
not comly ; but the elder beautiful, and of a winning 


Carriage, and one who pretended to more Religion 


than was in «ll the reſt, and greatly bewaibd the 
enormous Wickedneſſes of the Family, and the unebriſti- 
an Contentions of her Parents : She would often inter- 
pole and allay them, She had a pious Elucation under 
an Uncle of hers, who had been Ld. Mayor of London, 
and had the Repntation of being a Religious Man. 
BUT theſe her Qualifications prov'd a Snare to us 


both We fought all Opportunities to be together iu 


ſome- 


* 0 
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ſome Place of Retirement, where no mortal Eye might 
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1 


obſerve us; where impure Flames betray d themſelves 
by amorous Glances, Words, and Aftions. And theſe 
Carriages were much the more blame. wort by, becauſe 
I &new ſhe was hetroth d to another Man beyond the 
Seas, Theſe were great Offences againſt GOD, and 
Breaches of the Seventh Commandment, tho* we made 
fight of them: For I knew not the Spirituality and 
Perfection of the Divine Law. In ſuch indecent Conver- 
ſation we liv'd as long as I made my Stay in London, 
which was Three or Four Months, GOD yet reſtrain- 
ing us from groſſer Enormitiet. | 

HERE I alſo liv'd zdly, apply'd my ſelf to nothing 
commendable, not to the Learning Arithmetick, or the 
Improving my Hand in Writing, that I might the ber- 
ter anſwer my Deſign: But my Time was ſpent in 
trequenting Taverns, where I gamd much, and often 
drank to Exceſs, and ſtill kept up and encreas'd my 
Antipathy to Godlineſs and the Profeſſors of it. | 
1T went, in thoſe Days, to a Church, where the Com- 
mon-Prayer was conſtantly read, againſt the Laws & 
Conſtitutions which were then in Force; being zealous 
for I knew not what, and contemwd what I ought highly 
to have lov'd and honour d; deſpiſing the Simplicity of 
Goſpel-Worſhip, doting on Ceremonies and humane In- 


+Uentions. 


WHILE I was zhere, it was thought convenien 
I ſhould be made Free of ſome Company, that, at my 


Return from Portugal, I might claim my Freedom. 


Accordingly I was made Free of the Woollen-Drapers 
Company, m_ 
AT length a convenient Opportunity preſented it 
ſelf, and all Things being ready for my Departure, ex- 
cept my ſelf, (who was very much unprepard for ſuch 
a Voyage, becauſe of my great Guilt, and the Domini- 


on of my baſe Lufts) 1 went to Graveſend, where the 


Ship, Iwas to make my Voyage in, then rode, Before I 
il | began 


— — - — . — 
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began my Voyage I did not ſo much as cone my Sins 
t GOD, or beg he Pardon of them, neither did I ſeek 
to bim by Prayer for a ſafe Conduct, neither defird 1 
the Prayers of any orbers for me; not conſidering, that 
had I la my Life, by Shipwreck, in that Condition, 
ſhould have periſ#d everlaſtingly. Iwas very deſirous 
that the Young Gentlewoman I had been. ſo familiar 
with ſhould „ me as far as poſſible, Sh 
comply'd with my Deſire, and prevail'd with her Fa- 
ther to conſent. So fle and the Family went with us 
Graveſend, where we continu'd a Day ortwo, .. 
WHILE the Ship was hoiſting Sail and the Anchors 
were weighing, theſe Perſons were aboard; where bs 
and I found an Opportunity of Retiring from the ref 
of the Company, and behav'd our ſelves fooliſbly aud 
wantonly together. Thus, in the Height of ſuch ſinful 
Paſſions, and juſt _ ſuch unwarrantable Dalliancer, 
I took my leave of ber, and departed from my Native 
Country, 1 
TH Us we put to Sea, bound for Oporto. We 
ſpent Three Weeks in our Paſſage. The Maſter of the 
eſſel ſeem'd to be a very ſober, ſerious, and, it wa 
ſaid, a very religious Man. He, as I was told, pray 
with his own Son, and probably with his Servant, itt 
his Cabin. But Ido not remember, that he ever pray d, 
or read any part of the Sacred Scriptures, or ſung an 
Pſalms of Praiſe, in the preſence of his Seamen or Paſ- 
engers; which, doubtleſs, was a great Neglect. For 
be ought to have accounted us as his Family, and his 
own Charge, and ſo daily to have perfornvd theſe Reli. 
gious Duties with us; tho what he did was better than a 
rotal Omiſfon of all Duty; which, it is to be fear d, too 
many Mariners are chargeable with, who, tho* they 
ſee the Wonders of GOD in the Deep, and are expos d, at 
every turn, to a great many Dangers, yet never pre- 
ſent their Devotions to GOD, It is well if they do not 
do that which is far worſe. | 4 
: Af £*% 8 
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"AS to wy ſelf. I was a perfor Abel all this while, 


tho for ſeveral Days together I ſaw nothing but Sea. 


aud Heaven. I never look d above the Cloudo, to ob- 
ſerve the Power of GOD, in ſtrerebing out the one like 
@ Curtain, and confining the other hike 2 Drop in the 
Hollow of his Hand. Tho we continu'd ſo long upon 
the rolling Waves, and there was but an Inch between 
w and Death, between me and N yet had I not the 
leaft e of the Danger of y Soul; but was as 
ignorant, and filent towards GOD, as the ſcaly Inhabte 
zants of the Sea which danc'd about theg$$hip.. But, 
notwithſtanding all my former Follies an e Stu- 
piditres, we were, by God's all mighty and merciful Fra- 
vidence, ſafely conducted to our der d Harbour. 
UPON this, Portugal comes to be the next Theater 
of my Lite, and my Abade there was another ſad and 
ſinful Period of my Days. Here I found Popety the 
only Religion. For tho? the Engliſh Merchants and Fa. 
Cors were not Papiſts, tho they went not to Haſs, did 
not make their Confeſious to any Prieſts, did not fall 
down before Idole, did not pray to the Virgin Mary, to 
Margaret, to Urſula, to Appollonia, to George, to 
Chriſtopher, did not laſb themſelves, and fetch the 
Blood from their Backs, did not run a Gadding in Pro- 
ceſfons and Pilgrimages, &c. yet had they un Religious 


Duties perform'd amongſt them, as far as I was able 


to diſcover. They were prattical Atheiſts, and fo 
worſe than thoſe miſerably deluded 1dolatrous Vretches. 

T is true, there was no Toleration of the Proteſtant 
Religion during my Stay in that Place; and ſuch was 
the Rigour of the Iuquiſition, that they took away all 
Devotional and Practical Books , at leaſt, as ſoon as a 


Ship arriv'd from a Proteſtant Country, they demanded 
their Books, ſeal'd them up in a Bag, and carry d them 


to their Convent; here they kept them till the Ship 
had her Diſpatches, and was again ready to ſail. 


MUCH 


Mr. GEORGE TROSS E. 17 


MUCH leſs would they permit a Aſiniſter to Of- 
ficiate there, or allow any Social Worſhip of GOD 
amongſt the Proteſtants: Tho'the PROTECTOR, 
after my Departure, got Liberty for the Engliſh Mer- 


chants to profeſs their pwn Religion, to have Prore- 
ſtant Paſtors "0 to Preach to them, and 


to adminiſter all ot inances, under the Eye of 
the cruel Inquifitiof Which Privilege, I think; was 
never before obtain'd. This was what was Commen- 
dable in CROMPWEL. 

BUT tho' the Englib Merchants had not the Ad- 
vantage of Publick Ordinances, yet they might ſe- 
cretl * kept their Bibles, and other good Books, 
if they had pleas'd. They, many Times, adven- 
ture their Eftates and their Lives to ſteal Cuſtom, and 
to ſend Home Bullion; but with much more Safety 
might they. have conceal'd a religious Book, and, fat 
more profitably, prudently and dutifully, hare run 
a little Riſque for the Good of their Souls + But this 
many of them would not do; This was what they 
card not for. I do not remember that I ever ſaw a 
Practical Diſcourſe, or a Bible, there; or any One ſo- 
lemu Act of Religion pertorm'd : Neither could I diſ- 
cover any the leaf Obfervation of the Lord's Day; 
but uſually thoſe Days were ſpent in Caſting up of 
Books, Recreations on the River, or Abroad in 
* Chinta's, Gardens and Orchards, I cannot fay 
that I ever heard GOD nam'd, (at leaſt in on- 
Honſe) unleſs in vain. Engliſb Merchants generally 
live in the Sins of the Country, Wantonneſs and Un- 
cleanne(s , and in thoſe which are not cuſtomary witli 
the Natives, namely, Exceſs and Druntenneſ: They 
diſcover little Senſe of a Deity, or of the Apprehen- 
ſion of the Vratb of GOD due to them for their Sins. 
The Popiſh Inhabitants, in n Reſpect, are better 

| than 
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ſtant Religion, as it it was a Doctrine of all Licenti- 
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than they; far they Taſt, ſay over many Pater No- 
ſters, fubmit to many kinds of Penances, by» which 
they hope to expiate their Guilt; But our Country- 
men, manifeſt not the leaſt Regt for their Miſcar- 
riages; no Sorrow for their may Offences, or Dread 
of Divine Vengeance : Whic got but be a practi - 
cal Denial of GOD, a tac heming Him, and 
a horrid Reproach to the true) Ming Religion. Be- 
fide, their ungodly Demeanour prejudices thoſe Ig- 
norant and Superſtitions Perſons againſt the Prores, 


a 


ouſneſ3, and gave an unbrid1'd Liberty to all kind of 
Villanies; as if they were no Way prejudicial to 
Mens Souls, or Incentives of the Wrath of GOD. 
In a Word; the Generality of Merchants live there 
as Men who are reſolv'd to ger the Yorld, to pleaſe 
Themſelves, to gratify their Luſts, while they are 
there ; And then at their Return to their own Land, 
they reſolve to practice the Duties of Religion, that 
is, the Matter of them: For they who have 0 Reli- 
gion Abroad among Papiſts, ha ve rarely any at Home 
among Proteſtants; unleſs GOD, at their Return, 
works graciouſly and efficaciouſly upon their Souls, 
and makes them quite other Perſons than they were 
before. I might enlarge upon this ſad Subject of 
the Wickedxeſs of our Merchants in Foreign Parts, (as 
to the greateſt Number of them ) but my Deſign is 
not to entertain the Reader with a Diſcourſe of Ot hers 
Lives, but my Own. | X 2 
HERE then I ſtill continu'd my Profaneneſs, and 
neglected the Duties of Religion; never baw'd my. 
Knees in Prayer to GOD above once or twice, and 
that I did zgnorantly, and without any real Devott- 
on; tho* I ſometimes did it to Idols, ſympathizing 
with Idolaters in their Geſture, that I might avoi 
their Anger. I alſo gave up my ſelf to the wicked 
Practices of. the Place and Family; to Drunkenneſs, 
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to divers Impurities and baſe Obſcenitier. A lewd 


Fellow. Servant led me to practiſe a Sin, which tad 
many Toung Men are guilty of, and look upon it as 
harmleſs ; tho GOD ſtruck Onan dead in the Place 
for it. | { : i T3 

WE had in the Family an Old Nurſe, the Houſes 
keeper, who had had two Baſtards; and, tho Old in 
Ae, yet Toung in Lewdneſs : She would often lie 
Dead Drunk, and ſo expoſe. herſelf to all imaginable 
Indecencies. Beſide, there was in the Family a 
Toung Comely, but Wanton, Wench ; ſo that there was 
Fire enough to kindle my Tinder, to beget impure 
Flames within, and to induce me to practiſe the 
moſt abominable Uncleanneſſes: But tho' I was con- 
tinually haunted with laſcivious Speeches, Geſtures 
and Ations without, and with impure Fancies within, 
yet, by the good Providence of GOD, I was re- 
ſtraind from all gr, compleat Acts of Fornication x 
tho' I ſometimes did what directly led to it. The 
greateſt Part of my Time, in this City, was ſpent 
in our Houſe zdly, ſeldom or never _—_ much 
as into a Book of Hiſtory, or any other; but play d 
at Tables, attended upon our Aſaſter whit he play'd, 
filling him Flagons of Wine and Pipes of Tobacco, for 
many Hours together by Day, and very late in the 
Night Thus was He imploy'd, and thus Ve gave Ar. 
tendance; many Times upon the Lord. Day. We 
ſometimes contriv'd Ways to ſteal away Flagons'of 
Wine for our (elves, when we had zo need of it; for 
we had a handſome Allowance, but we abus'd it th 
Exceſs, and made the Old Woman extreamly ' drunk 
with it, and then horribly abuld her. 

UPON the Lord*s-Day, I did Nothing better than 
upon other Days; it may be, I did what was worſe. 
I then went to the Taverns, and play d at Shuffle- 
Board and Billiards; would go either over or wp the 
River for Sport and Recreation, &c. 


Dis: THUS 
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THUS I liv'd, in this City, a Child of Belial, 
about the ſpace of Two Years and Half, and ſhould 
have liv'd there many more, in all Probability; had 
not GOD, by His gracious Providence, prevented 
it: For my Kinſman at London (with whom my 
Money was left to be paid to this wicked Merchant, 
at the Time when I was to be bound an Apprentice 
refus'd to pay the Money in that City in Engliſþ 
Coin; and would only pay it in Portugueſe Money 
in ſuch a Manner as would have been detrimenta 
to Him: Whereupon, my Aſaſter diſcover d his Diſ- 
like of this, and told me, He would not entertain me 
as an Apprentice at that Rate. At this I was greatly 
cancern'd and troubled : Beſide, receiving no Let- 
ter from any of my Relations all the Time of my 
Reſidence there, (tho many had been written) and 
fearing tFat the Time during which I had ferv'd al- 
ready, would not be allow'd as any Part of my 4p 
prenticeſhip, and having arriv'd to the Age of Nine- 
teen, I was reſolv'd I would ſtay there no longer, but 
would return for England; Which Reſolution I was 
fully fixd in, and communicated it to my Maſter, 
This did not pleaſe him, therefore he told me, That 
if I would deſert his Service, I ſhould pay for my Diet 

or all the Time I bad been with bim. Which to me 
ſeem'd bard and 22 ; becauſe, during my 
Stay, I had done him fo much Service; had, in effect, 
been his Steward, his Butler, his Chamberia:;:, and 
his Shoe-wiper; and had been ſerviceable to him in 
his Buſineſs as a Merchant; and had run many Hs 
zards for him, and endurd ſevere Dealing from ham. 
But I was in the Lions Mouth; and from Experience 
And, that where there is no Fiery, uſually there is 
but little Equity, Well! I was refoly'd I would con- 
tinue no more at ſuch Uncertainties; therefore, 
choſe rather to pay for my Diet, than to commence 
any 
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any Quarrel with him: A Factor of his kindly ſpa- 
ring me what was demanded, and when I had paid 
it I left Oporto. I have Cauſe, as long as I live, 
deeply to repent of every Hour and Minute of my Con- 
tinuance there; becauſe, I fo wickedly and /infully 
miſpent all. | 

BUT tho' I left Oporto, I did not remove from 
Portugal; tor a Ship of conſiderable Burden and Force 
being there, was order d to Liſbon, to take in her 
Cargo tor England : Waeretore determining to re- 
turn in her, I departed from that City, and tra- 
velld by Land to Liſbon, (which is about three Days 
Journey ) thro? Aviero, and the Univerſity of Conim- 

ro. The Country thereabouts is poor, and the Soil 
barren ; ſo that we carry'd our Victuals in Leather 
Bags before us, (which, as I remember, they call'd 
Allforges) and our Wine in Leather Bottles, (which 
they call Boraches.) In our Lodgings we met with 
very mean Entertainment; the Houſe little hetter 
than a Common Stable, the Beds lay upon the 
Ground, and all other Proviſions were ſuitable; and 
a Wanton Wench attended us. In which Journey I 
was accompany'd with the Pro-Conſul of 1. 2 
Papiſt, with whom 1 ſafely arriv'd to the Place I 
deſign'd for. | 

AT Li/bon I tarry'd about Three Months; for ſo 
much Time was ſpent before our Ship was loaden 
and diſpatch'd. There I happen'd at firſt to hght 
on an Engliſh Houſe of Entertainment The Hoſteſs 
ſeemd to be very coil, ſober and modeft, and, on 
this Account, did not pleaſe my Humour: Wherefore, 
going with ſome vain Companions to the Houſe of an 
Ir:ſh Woman of ill Fame, whoſe Huſband was Abroad; 
finding this Perſon more agreeable to my foolih 
Temper, I left the former, and took up my Quarters 
with ber. There I ſpent my 7ime and my —_ 
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idly and wic tedly in Gaming and Drenk:ng, and ſhould 
have been guilty of that other Crime (too uſually the 
Attendant of the former) had I had Opportunity 
for it: But ſtill GOD, in His Providence, preven- 
ted it, tho* I expo®d my ſelf to all Dangers, and 
tempted the very Tempter. 

WHILE I was in that Place, I made a Viſit to 
the Convent of the Engliſh Feſuites, where I ſaw all 
Things very fine and plentiful. There were all 4t- 
tractives of Senſe and Fancy, and ſeveral Young Per- 
ſons recreating themſelves. The Mex who accom- 
panyad me in Travelling from Oporto told me, That 
thoſe Perſons were all Gentlemens Sons of our Nation; 
and exhorted me, To join my ſelf with them, aud 
then I might live as handſomly and happily as they 
did. Thus that ſubtle Perſon laid a Snare tor me, to 
induce me to be of their Society and Religion. But 
what he did was not from a pure Deſign to gain a 
Proſelyte, or from Zeal to the Glory of GOD, or 
Love to my Soul ; his Aim was not to make me a 
CATHOLICK on Earth, that I might be a Saint 
in Heaven; tor then he would have endeavour'd to 
have detain'd me there while I was with them: But 
he was ſway d by a Covetous Deſign to enrich the Fe- 
ſuitical Society; for he advis d me, Firſt to go Home 
to my Conntry, get my Portion in my poſſeſſion, and 
then return and take up my Lot with them. But our 
Ship being ready to ſail, I went aboard her to return 
for England; and after Two Years and Three Quar- 
ters Abode in Portugal, living in Atheiſm, Ignorance, 
Profaneneſ and Debauchbery, I left it, and ſail'd tor 


** 


* 


my Native Country. 


FOR many Years ſince, every Day upon my Knees 
have I been bleſſing & giving Thanks to a wiſe & gracious 
GOD, tor bringung me thence, & not permitting ay to 

ive 


juſt Vengeance, they might have drommd my Body, 


than Jonah was corporally. All tho 


„ 
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live any longer there. I might, had I attaind my 
Own and my Friend s Deſign, have ſpent many more 
Years there, (as ſome do Twenty, or Thirty) and 
perhaps might have gotten a great Deal of Treaſure, 
and at Length might have return'd with a Abundance 
of Wealth, and a Soaring Eſtate: But then I ſhould 
have liv'd without GOD, and again Him; and all 
that Time have continually encreas'd my Filib, my 
Guilt and my Miſery, and brought Home infinitely 
more of Curſe: upon my Perſon, than of Coin to enrich 
me. I ſhould, in that Cafe, have Return'd with a 
Heart full of Pride and Luf, and Fewel to have fed 
them all my Days: But bleſed be GOD that I tar- 
ry'd not there a Day longer than I did. I would 
not nom live there one Day as I then liv'd Months and 
Tears, for all the Riches of Portugal. 

I now put to Sea, under Guilt and the Divine 
Wrath, fraught with Filth, and fo loathſome to a pure 
GOD, therefore, well might J have been afraid of 
committing my ſelf to the Waves, leſt, by GOD's 


and RE of Fire and Brimſtone have overmbelm d 
my Soul. | | 
BUT I had then »o Thought of GOD or my Soul, 
of Heaven or Hell; but, without the leaſt Supplicati- 
n to GOD, for the Pardon of the Sins of my wicked 
Life there, or for a ſafe Conveyance to my own Coun- 
try, I went to Sea, where we met with great Winds 
and flormy Weather, and were exceedingly coll'd and 
toſs'd upon the Waves; which, one would have 
thought, ſhould 2 and ſcard me; ſhould 
have excited ſome ſerious Reflection upon my paſt 
Lewaneſſes and Follies, and have made me conclude 
my ſelt to have been the Jonab in the Ship, andthe 
Cauſe of the Tempe; but I was more 228 aſleep 
e Rollings and 

Toſſings 
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Toſſings of the Ship made no Impreſſion upon me, 
did not excite in me the leaſt Apprebenſion of my 
Danger; I was not at all afraid of being drown'd, or 
dann'd: But remain'd ſenſeleſs and unconcern'd as to 
my future Condition in the other World. They uſu- 
ally ſay, That be Sea will make Men pray; I ſup- 
ſe it's meant of ſuch as are in a Storm: Yet had 
it not this Effect upon me. Tho' my Danger was 
great, yet I never offer d to GOD a Requeſt, either 
to protect me, or to put a Period to the raging TempeR, 
But tho' the Winds were violent, yet they were not 
againſt us, and ſo help'd to carry us with the greater 
Speed over the mighty Waters: Inſomuch, that in 
Six Days (as I remember) we arriv'd from Li/bon at 
the Engliſh Shore. We were bound directly for Lon- 
don, (where I long'd to be, to recover my Moneys 
from the unfaithful Factor who had wrong'd me, as I 
thought, and that I might iu a Way of Revenge pub- 
liſn his Knavery ) but were, by Streſs of Weather, 
forc'd into Plymouth Harbour. 
THUS again the Providence of GOD bronght me 
ſafely to my own Country; from a Foreign Nation in- 
to Immanuels Land; from Antichriſtian Territories to 
a Land, where the Goſpel is printed in our own Lan- 
guage, and Ortbodoxly preachd: Where GOD alone 
1s the Object of Worſhip, and the Lord Chriſt apply'd 
to as the only Mediator; and where we areplainly di- 
rected in the Way to Heaven, Here the having a 
Bible in our own Tongue, will not expoſe us to the 
Cruelty of the Inquiſition, tho it will there. There 
their Sermons are moſtly Diſcourſes about the ridicu- 
lous Stories of their Saints, The Doctrines of the Go- 
ſpel are ſeldom taught; or if at any Time they are 
ſo, they are adulterated with Superſtitious Fancies. 
There Saints, Images, Bread and Wine, dead Mens 
(or dead Beaſts) Banes are religiouſly worſhi pri 
| an 
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and that oftner than God Himſelf. They Pray more 
to, and repoſe more Confidence in, Angels and Saints, 
eſpecially the Virgin Mary, for Acceptance and Pre- 
valence with G0 D, than they pray to and rruft 
in the Lord Feſus Chrift : So that Souls are there in 


a great Deal of D 


Danger of Eternal Perdition : 
But here we live in a Land where we have a clear 
Light, and far greater Advantages for our Souls. 
Now, a Return to fo good a Country as this; and a 
Departure from ſuch a Nation of Idolaters, juſtly calls 
for the deepeſt Senſe of the Divine Goodnef, and the 
highef Gratitude: But I was norbing affected with 
this Mercy, made no Returns ſuitable to fo great a 
Bleſing; but preſenth upon my Landing, fell to 
the Repeating of, wy former Senſualities, and drank 
to Exceſs. I arrivd on a Saturday, ſo that I made 
a very bad Preparation for the . Lord's-Day. This 
Sabbath was the fir which for almoſt Three Tears I 
had any Opportunity of attending the Publick Wor 
Hip of GOD upon. On this Day I was 1 
propbane, as hetetofore I had been. True it is, I 
went to the Church, heard a Sermon | 


preſen- 
ted my Body; but neither by a Theughe in my 
Mind, not by a Billet in the Congregation, id I make 
any Acknowle.lgement to GOD of his granting me a 
ſafe Arrival. Nay, as I remember, even upon that 
Sacred Day, I indulgid to Intemperancey and 

Day, during my Stay in Plymouth, I was more like a 
drunken Swine than a rational Creature, or a thankfu 
Proteſtant. For the next Day, (the Monday) meet- 
ing with an Horſe, which was to be ſent from rbencg 
to Exeter, I was intruſted with it, as a Convenien- 


cy for it's Return, and my better Accommodation, I 


reſolv'd to go early in the Morning, that I might 

at home berrmes ; but yet, before I mounted my H 

I was perfeftly drunk, AA not what I — or 
where 


aſbneſiũ enough to run upon a 


GOD's gracious and wonderful Providence, was ſafe- 
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whereT went, When TI was a little Way out of tlie 
Town, I fell from my Horſe, and lay (as I was 1 
dead drink. I was herenpon taken up, and carrie 

into an Iun, or Ale Flat and there put to Bed 
where I lay till the next Morning. Had not G OD 
wonderfully preſerv'd me, I ſhould have broken my 
Neck, or ſome Bone, or have daſb d out my Braing, 
for I had not the Exerciſe of my Reaſon left me, to 
TR any the greateſt ws os, ut Madneſs aud 


THE next Day, I took Horſe again, and, by 


ly convey'd toE XETER, the Place of my Nativity, 
where 101 ſeveral Years (about Five or Six) I uy 
as wickedly as ever: Nay, as Reaſon & Bodily Streng: 
and other Advantages to Laß, ſuch. as Money, 
Credit, vain Compatiions, &c. increafd; ſo did my 
Crimes tbo. All theſe Years I liv'd in ſo conftanr a 
Breach of all GOD's Commands, as if I had learnt 
the Yorts of them only to contradift them. f 
IN a Contradiction to the FIR ST COMMAND- 
MENT, I hv'd in perfect Tenorance, deſtitute of 
the Knowledge of G OD, of His Attributes, His Sub- 
fiſtences,” and His Holy Will : Of the Lord CHRIST, 
His Perſon, His Nature, His Offices, and His States: 
Of the HOLT G HOST, His Perſonality, His Moti- 
ons, Operations, Graces and Comforts, I had not any 
conſiderable Notional Apprehenſion of theſe Things, 
and ſo did not own GOD as the Only True G 05 
and Cur GOD. I was perfectly deſtitute of all Love 
to Him, had 0 Appreber/ion of the Infinite Attratives 
in Himſelf, or of the Mozrves to our Love of Him, 
ariſing from His Find Providence, His gracious Wor: 
His free and engaging Bownty : Nay, I was trau 
with a Hatred of Him, which tho I could not for- 
mally exert, becauſe I had no Thoughts of Him, yet 


—— 
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in effect I hated Him, becaule. IL loud 9005 exſons, 
thoſe Luſts, and thoſe Practices, which OD. abr 
bort; and "hated ſuch Perſons and hangs as He is 
pleas d with aud deliebrs. in. H 
I had u Frar of GOD. before. mine Eyes; did 
not at all dread to offend Ha for I appreheudec 
Nothing terrible in Him; 11a W no Diſcoyer' His 
Terrours, either by His Word or His Works "Put Wd 
10 carnal 1 and a ſtupid Inſenſ, bility... Tho, L 
rovok'd H m every MAE to caſt me into the 
lage, Pie! Pit, yet was I not. afaid c of any, Judgment, 
or the leaſt Evil of Puniſhment. Remember, This 
is to.be underſtood of that Part of my Li ife [ li) 1; before 
T fell under F * Convictio 7505 7 onſternations 
which Iſball give you a full Account, when.T have 
ended my 122 . Ot Period od of my Life with all tbe 
Commands of G O all this Time of my. 
great * ickedneS and Enel bility, I demean'd 1 
as tho GOD took no more Norice of Uſe and my 
Ways, than I did of Him, His Holineſs, His Faſtice, 
and Power; which was indeednoneat all. Thad no. Faith 
in Him, or Dependance upon Him; but liv in Ur- 
belief ap RIDE ch but I ſhould be ſafe in 20. fg 
Ways and C „55, which G OD threatens and curſes, 
4 had no Hope in Him, or Erpectarion fFom. Him. 
When I was under Affliction, e or in Miſery, I had no 
Expectation that GOD ſhould deliver me, or affard 
me any Help. If I was in any Fan, I never look 4 
to GOD foe” a Supply. If I had no Proſpe a of De.t- 
verance, or Relief from the Creature, I ſink into 
Deſpair, I never made Choice of GOD Himſelk as 
my chief andall-ſufficient Good in CHRIST. 
+ I neglected Praying to GOD, I never deſi red 
any poſitive Good from Him: Nay „ tho many 
Times by my Sins and Vices I brought V. ſell into 
great Straights and A iſeries, yet then aid not with 
2 2 


— 


28 The LIFE of the Revrend © 


— 
— "I T8, Ie Ie 1 


my Soul ſeek to GOD with the leaf ſincere Deſire of 
Deliverance. Much leſs did I prey for ſpiritual good 
Things, ſuch as Pardon, Wiſdom,” Grace, and th 
like: I was perfectly untbantful; never acknow- 
ledg'd Him to be my Benefactor in any Thing. I 
never regarded Him as the Author of any Good I en- 
joy d, or the Neventer of any Evil of which I was 
in Danger, or the Deliverer of me from any Afflicti- 
ons I at any Time lay under, tho theſe had ſome- 
times been very remarkable. I was proud, pain. glb- 
N rious, and ſought mine own Praiſe and Commendati- 
| on; but „ err no Excellency or Glory in Him, 
for which I thould humble and abafe my ſelf before 
| Him. I reverenc'd Men for their Luxury and Gal- 
& | lantry, but pay'd no Adoration to the Great GOD. 
I never repented of any of my paſt Wickedneſs, 
was never griev d for any of my Follies, as Sins com- 
mitted againſt GOD; never confeſtd any of them, 
never condemn'd my felf for them, nor reſolv'd a- 
gainſt them, or ſengb to GOD to forgive them, 
When I had done or ſpoken any Thing which might 
dif guſt a ſinful Companion, and to forbear the Practice 
| of ſome Sin for a Lime, I ſhould grieve for that, and 
| diabolically repent of it; and be reſtleſs till all Offen 
| ces were laid aſide, and we return'd to our Helliſ 
Priendſtip and Prafices. ; 


14 I never rend my ſelf to GOD's providential Di. 
2 * fooſals, nor ever acquieſc'd in any Condition by Rea- 
fon of His having plac'd me in it; but would be at 
my own Diſpoſe, and if 1 was at any Time croſvd, I 
world fret and be impatient. I never took GOD 
for my King and Sovereign; never reſign'd my Will 
to His Commands, nor ſabtected my ſelf to His Aw 
thority, or purpos'd Obedience to Him. 1 forbore 
not any one 47 of Sin out of Conſcience of oy” 1 


[ | 
1 
8 * | 


Ainiſter. We had at that Tune a conf ant Lecture, 
| Foul every Wedneſday by a — 


Me. ITT Trx08Ek 9. 
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50D. that 1 might not provoke Him; and. Fr 4 
rm'd not the Matter Fn Wilks FH 4 009 Þ Pe 
ence to GOD, that 1 might 0 N Him ; 
And fince I was thus a conflant Fir 
Command, n e ee erhs 


But I did not only ae the other 
Breach of the Fr lt but I directly violated them, ei- 
by doing what 


ther by ne lane WH hat was enjeyn d, or 
was forbidden, 

I ſinn d a ainſt the SECOND COMMAND. by 
2 conſtant Neglect of ſecret up by a Refuſal ta 
partake of the Lord t. Supper; b * Contempt and De- 
riſon of the 775 Worſhip of GOD and His Ordinances, 
as preſcribd in His Word, without humane ſuperad» 
ded Ceremonies :- I revil d ſuch Worſhip and Worſhippers, 
I mock d at and ſcory'd ſuch Miniſters and Feople as 
attended that fort of Worſhip; and made it my 
Bufineſs to prejudice others againſt them, by all the 
reviling and ſarcaſtical Language I could invent, 
utter. Tho we had in the City Orthodox, pious 
laborious Miniſters, yet I utterly refus'd to hear any 
of them, becauſe they would not; wear Surplices, ; 
Baptiae with the Sign of the C, Kc. Tho we h het 
a worthy Miniſter in our own Pariſh, whoſe Miuiſtry 
my Mother conſtantly attended, yet would not I hear 
Him, nor join in the Exrernals of Worſhip with Him 
and his Ce ongregation. Tho! ſometimes I was oblig'd 
to accompany my Mother thither, when ſhe —7 no 
other Perſon to uſher her to her Seat; yet then, ag 
ſoon as She was plac'd at the higher End of the Church, 
T impudently, proudly and contemptuouſly walk? 
thro the Congregation, paſs d out of the Poor, 
went to another Church, where there was an Eriſcapa 


le Divine, but 
hear him, tho' I 
had 


could not be won upon to go an 


therefore deferv'd to have been made an 1 


e 


had no Calling, no worldly Imployment, io plead Aa 


Excuſe for my abſenting my ſelt. 
1 was 2 zealour Bigot tor the Ecclefaſtical Hierars 
and for all their Government and Diſcipline tho? 
knew no Ground or Reaſon for it. I was ſo extreamly | 


— * 


fond of Ceremoniet, that I made à Vom I would 50 


be Godfatber to any Child, unleſs it was fign'd wi 

the Sign of the G00. Whereupon being invited to be 
a Godfather, on a Lordi. Day, to a Child, whoſe Fa- 
ther I could not well deny; when the Child was fully 
baptiz'daccording to our SAVIOUR's Inftizutjon, 


I went from the big ber Sear of the Church down thro! 


the Alley, and adventur'd inpudently to fien it with 
the Sign of the Cra. By which I _ Rte Ly 10 
vok d GOD, for I was a progoc Perſon, and had u 
External Call to approach the divine Ordinances, „ 
did that about the ſacred Inſtitution of Baptiſm for 
which I had o Warranz from the Word of GOD, * 
the Divine ee more than ever did Uzzah. : 
AGAINST the THIRD COMMAND 1 wasa 
great and hainous Tranſgreſſor; for tho' I never was 
addicted to Swearing, (nay, I do not remember I e- 
ver ſwore an Oarlf) yet I very frequently rot the 
Name of GOD in vain, as often, perhaps, as I ever 
mention'd that ſacred and anful Name; not having 
the leaſt Awe oft GOD's Majeſty upon my Conſcience, 
Nay, 1 often profan'd the Name of GOD by uſing it 
in idle and ſinful Diſcourſes. * 


Ihe Holy Spirit of GOD I often derided, - 


expreſly ſpeaking of Him with Scorm and Con- 
tempt. The Gift of the Spirit in Prayer, and his gra; 
eious Operations in his Saihts and Servants I often 
jeer'd and reproach d; and if I was ever witty, or de- 
lighted in any Diſcourſes, it was in ſuch belliſh and 
ſarcaſtical Reffections as theſe, The beit and moſt - 

affectionate 


8 
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Aer, Preachers, the moſt tris, boy and ſbining 


Lo, 


ſages which I might profanely and wickedly. abuſe, ei- 


Ford ot GOD; never endeavourd tp underſtand 


preachd: I took no more Notice of Sermons. than 1 
did of Chaprers ,, for under all I remain'd as groſly ig- 
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ofeſſors, were the perſonal Objefts of my ed, 
Scorn and Deriſian. 2 Sur 

THE holy Vord of GOD I either refus d to read, 
or did but careleſly caſt an Eye upon; but neve 
card to remember any Thing of it, except ſome Paſ 


ther to decry and condemn the Practice and Power 
of Godlineſs, or elſe to gs my ſelf and acbers in 
a Courſe and Trade of Sin. I did not regard it as the 


any Thing of it; neither did I apprehend. my ſelf 
— Wa N therein. I conſiderd . 
Commands as written for me to follow, nor regarded 
them as the Rule of my Life, or as having an Au- 

thority to oblige me. I gave no Credit to the Do- 
Arines therein reveaPd, never believd the Promiſes 
to eng age encourage me to ſeek after Grace, 
and to excite me to Duty; for which they are de- 
fend. Neither did I believe the Threats to deter 
me from an Indulgence to thoſe Laſts, and a Com- 
miſſion of thoſe Sins againſt which they are denoun- 
ced. I never ſerioufly obſerv'd any of the dreadful 
Examples of GOD's Wrath upon the Wicked recorded 
there, ſo as to endeavour to. eſcape the terrible 
Judgments they ſufter'd by. I neglected to weigh 
and conſider the. rich Grace and Compaſſion of GOD to 
the Dutiful and Obedient, ſo as to be excited to 
tread. in their Steps, that I might ſhare in their 
Bleſſings, I may juſtly ſay the ſame of the Nord 


norant and ſecurely wicked, as if I had never read a 
Line in the Bible, or heard a Sentence of a Sermon. 
I diſregarded all GO Des Forks, both of Creation 
and Providence, I took no Notice at all of the _ 
„N . ible 
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fible Things of His Eternal Power and Godhead from 
the Things that did appear: So that, in a Senſe, I was 
worſe the very Heatbent. What ever were the 
Dealings of GOD with me, or others, whether mer- 
cifut or judicial, I never obſerv'd the Hand of GOD 
in them; and fo could not be ſupposd to have 4. 
ſwerd the lond Calls of fach Providences. If GO 

made any Diſcovery of his Favours to pious Souls Il- 
ving or dying, I overlook'd all, and would not there. 
1 upon 127 them to my ſelf as a Pattern for Imi. 
11 tation. If the Plagues of GOD fell upon atiy of 
104 thoſe who liv'd in the ſame Sins I had practis d, I 


m 


þ never conſider'd them as a gracious Warning to f 
1 ſelf, to forſake thoſe vile and pernicions Courſes. 
" well remember, 2 Toung Man of ſome Duality was 
7 Executed for killing another Perſon by Srabbing, who 
1180 upon the Gallows confeſsd all the ſame Sins I had 
1 for a Time liv'd in, and acknowledg d, that they 
jt brought bim to that doleful Conclufion. He then warn'd 

| us his Spectatort and Auditors, to flee the like deſtro- 


| a Five Courſes. But I was ſb far from receiving ay 
f Good from all I ſaw or heard, that I condenmd 
i for his making ſucb a Confeſſion; and preſumptu- 


ouſly perſiſted in my impious and vitious Prackices. 
4 | But as GOD's Providences towarys others made yo 
VIEW Impreſſion upon me, fo neither did any of his Diſpen- 
'  fations towards my ſelf. GOD's Long-ſuffering and 
Goodneſs to me for many Years ſhould haveled me 
Repentance , But under all I was vain, proud ant 
cure: And becauſe Sentence was not preſently exect- 
ted againſt me, therefore was my Heart fully ſet in me 
to do Evil. T had many remarkable Preſervations 
from Dangers, many Deliverances from Diſeaſes and 
other Calamities ; which were brought upon me 
my Sins: Tho? I afterwards recoverd, yet would 
ſtill go and Sin again, Had I but 2 line open d — 
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Eve of Reaſon, I might have read my Sins in Capi- 
tal Letters upon my Rod; but ander all I took V No- 
tice of my Sins deſerving my Afflictions, or of GOD's 
Hand inflicting them. I could not but know, and 
apprehend, my Diſorders to have been the Natural 
Products of my Fices ; but I did not regard them as 
Fudaments and Puniſbments for my Sins. When m 
Head ak'd, and feveriſh Heats invaded me; when 
my Head, my Hands and my Body trembled, and my 
Stomach fail d me, upon my exceſfve Drinking, I 
could not but be ſenſible, that my Dꝰuntenneſſ was 
the Cauſe of all theſe traubleſome Symptoms; and then 
I was diſpleas'd with my ſelf becauſe J had fo foo- 
liſbly deprivid my ſelf oft my Health and Natural 
Comforts; and I was aſhamꝭd of this when I appear d 
before my Friends and Relations, but was never trou- 
bled for it as it was a Sin or Diſbonour to GOD, or as 
prejudicial to my pfecrons Sul; and ſo never reſolvd 
againſt it as a Tranſgreſſion of the Divine Law, ne- 
ver confeſs'd it, or humbPd my felt for my Wicked- 
neſs. I was wont to fret and be inpatient under all 
the Divine Chaſtiſements, Twas m iny times 1©12'd 
with very ſorrowful Joprebenfions of my Condition, 
and judg'd my felt a Dying Man, and fancy'd I thou'd 
never recover more; yet, under theſe Apprehenſions 
ot Death, I remain'd ftupid and wconcerwd, as to my 
Soul, and never thought upon my Sin, my GOD, 
Heaven, or Hell So that had I died at that Time, I 
ſhou'd have left the World as very a Brute and Aebe- 
ift, as I had lud. I learn'd 0 good, I receiv'd no 
Warning at all, from all the Corre#ions and Fudz- 
ments, with which GO D was pleas'd to exerciſe me. 
Nay, many times, like to King Abas, I finnd the 
more again the Lord under my Afﬀictions. When 
I had by Drinking inflamd my Blood, and diſorder 
my ſelf, I would go and drink more, and ſo increaſe 
the Sin of my Soul and the Sickneſs ut my Bod v. 
.F ONCE 
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ONCE, I well remember, when by my Extrava- 
gancies J had brought à great Diſorder upon my ſelt, 
and was bleeded to remove it, there came in to ſee 
me aPerſon, with whom I had been guilty of great 
Immodeſties, and being alone by our ſelves in m 
Chamber, We fell to the Praſtice of the ſame Indecent 
Aliont; whereupon the Orrifice in my Arm bledatreth, 
which 1 diſcover'd not *till I had loſt a confiderable 
Quantity of Blood; which at laſt obſerving, the Apo- 
thecary was ſent tor to /tanch the Bleeding. I con- 
tinu'd bleeding till be came; but when he had ſtopp'd 
it, I fainted. Had I at that Time expir d, I had gone 
out of the World in the Blond of my Uucleomels with- 
out the leaſt Senſe of my Dauger, or Fear of G OD's 
Diſfpleaſure, | 

MANY Providences attended me which ſhould 
have cantion'd me; but I would take 20 notice of 
GOD in them, or Warning by them. ON CE, when 
I had greatly beſorted my ſelf by an Exceſs of Drink- 
ing, I rode into the Country, and fell from my Horſe 
near the Gallows, about Two Miles from our City; 
which yet I did not at all remember, but was mind- 
ed of it by my Brorber- in- Law, who had been in- 
form'd of it by one who ſaw me lie there like a Swine: 
Yet I conſiderd not the Danger of this Fall, nor the 
Circumſtances of the Place; altho' my Aſorber had 
ſome time before related a Story to me of a Sword- 
learer of the City of EXON, who, riding that Way, 
with a Deſign to poiſon his Wife, by Providence 
was flung oft his Horſe juſt by the Gallows; which 
the ob/tinate Wretch refuſing to conſider, rode on and 
executed his cruel Deſign. Upon the Diſcovery of 
this barbarous Fa, he was proſecuted, and at length 
executed upon that very Gallows, where he own'd that 
Providence, and his wilful Obſtinacy in not having 1 
ken the Warning and deſiſted from his bloody P ur 

> | | . 
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] was left more inexcuſable than he, becauſe, tho 1 
knew what had befallen him from the Neglect of at- 
teuding to ſuck a Providence, yet I would not take 
the lea Notice of it, ſo as to be won upon to depart 
from my vile and baſe Practices, which evidently 
tended to the Gallows : For Drunkenne(s and Wanton- 
neſs frequently lead thither. From whence we may 
clearly ſee how exceedingly Sin and Satan do blind 
the Minds, and harden the Hearts, of Sinners againſt 
the Dealings of GOD, which are deſign'd'to recover 

and reclaim them. | 1 
I ſinn'd againſt this COMMAND by contradi-: 
&ing ſerious Purpoſes and ſolemn Vows, by which I 
engag d to leave thePracticeof my great Sins. When 
my wild Exceſſes had brought any Diſienper upon me, 
and I was afraid it might prove incurable; or when 
I was ſomewhat aſbam'd of ſuch brutiſh Practices; 
then I would ſolemnly reſolve and promiſe to return 
no more to them; but affoon as I recover'd my Health, 
and new Temptations and Opportunities preſented them- 
ſelves, I fell again to the Practice of the ſame Sins, 
and fo aggravated my Crimes with a baſe Perfidiouſ- 
neſs. I B in a conſtant Cyntradiction to my Sacred 
Baptiſmal Vow, I protan'd all the Ordinances of 
GOD whenever I perſonally attended upon them, ei- 
ther in the Family, or the Congregation. I conſider d 
not GOD as the Object of ſplenm Devotims, and had 
no due Regard to the Manner in which they ought to 
have been performd; And ſometimes in the very 
Height of my Druntenneſ and Luf I engag'd in them. 
I invocated GOD's Name with all Irreverence, and a 
Hatred of His glortons Excellencies. I conteſs'd my 
Sins with a Love to them, and Reſolutions of commit- 
ting them, I beggd Grace and Aloline(s with a cs d 
Antipatby thereto. I return'd Thanks tor BeH 
without any ſerious Conviction, and Seyſe of GOD 's 
| F 3 being 
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being the Author of them, and with a Purpoſe to a- 
buſe them by Sin, and to waſte them upon my Luſts, 
It I receiv'd the Sacrament of the Lord's ſupper, (as 
I remember I did Ouce within the Period of my 
Wicked Life) I did it, not diſcerning the Lord's Body, 
impenitently, in Unbelief. and horrid Profaneneſs : So 
that I did eat and drink nothing there, but Bread aud 
110 Wine, and Damnation to my ſelt. 
Sl" I greatly find againſt the FOURTH CO M- 
11 i MAND MENT : I did not Remember the Sabbath-, 
\ Day the Day before it came, to make any Preparati- 
F on tor 1t. I might fo far mind it — wy as to 
14 be concern'd to be proudly and vainly Gallant upon 
#- x it; and ſometimes would make an Appointment with 
; a vain Companion to mect at (ome Drinking Houſe al. 
1 4 ter the Sermon was over iu the Afternoon. Whea 
1 the Sabbath came, I lay on my Bed as long as on o- 
ther Days; ſo that I had uo Time to begin the Day 
44 with GOD in ſecret, and ſo to beg His Grace to ena- 
ble me duly to obſerve it. Beſide, had I had Time 
enough for the Performance of Ser ret Duties, I thould 
not have thus improv'd it. As ſoon as I awoke, 1 
thought, I fake, I did as wickedly (it Opportunity 
was offer d) as I did on other Days, I uſually went 
to the publick Church twice upon that ay in a Cuſto: 
mary Manner, but did wo more real Service to GOD 
there than the Brutes, which ſometimes attend Per- 
ſors thither. At Rome, I would ralk as vainly, pro. 
fanely, and revilingly, as on ather Days; deriding good 
People, good AM: 3 and the Sacred Duties of 
Religion. Nay, fo little was my Regard to that 
Sacred Time, that I would prophane it by thoſe baſe 
Wickedneſes, which | familiarly committed at aber 
Seaſons. It is an Evidence of the wondeifu! Grace 
of GOD, and his abſolute Government of the Souls of 
Mortals, that I had not on bat Day been guilty of 
| EY” great 
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greater Wickedneſs, with a Female in the Hou ſe, than 
I ever fell into; which I hare been wont thankfully 


to acknowledge to GO D as a gracious preventing Pro- 


vidence. | | | 
UPON rehis Day, after the Evening Sermon, I u- 

ſually entic da Companion to go to an Houſe of Enter- 
taiument, to drink with me there; and ſo drew him 
to diſobey his Maſter. In this I was di ſobedient to 
my Aorber, and to the Civil —— (For then 
there were very good Laws againſt the Propbanation 
of the Lord . Day, and good Magiſtrates to put them 
in execution) and ſo ventur'd to expoſe my ſelf to 
the Diſpleaſure of borcb. Thus I was exceedingly ir- 
religiuus; and as immoral as I was prophane, and 
livid in the Breach of the Commands of the Second Ta- 
ble as well as of thoſe of the Fir# 2 

'L impudently tranſgreſsd the FIFTH COA. 
MAND by a: Contempt of Superiours. To my 
tender, and aged Mather I was very undutiſul: K 
would continue in thoſe Courſes, — practiſe thoſe 
Sins, by which ſhe was greatly griev'd and offended; 
Tho 1 had an awf#l Regard to her in my Heart, and 
was aſham'd and troubled, after my Sins were over; 
that I had thereby grievd her; yet ever and anon [ 
would return unto my Follies; which to be ſure gra- 
dually leſſen d that Natural Reſpect I had for hav 
Once. above all, I remember, when I came hoine 
much dliſtemper d with Liquor, and perceiv'd my Ao» 
tber much diſpleagd, either by her Carriage or Lan» 
guage, or both, Iwas eurag d, and ſtarm d at it; and 
to thoſe about me, who were putting me to Bed, I 
in a great Paſſion utter'd theſe Words, (via.) I vow 
I will go and kill OLIV ER; and then ſhe (ball hear 
that ber Son is brought to the Gallows, ſince I cannot 
bave ber Favour and live quietly at Home: Which ſhe 
oyer-hearing, was much grievdat. Thus, 1 : | 

| hould 
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ſhould have been a Comfort to my aged Parent, by 
my Love, Reverence, and Obedience, I was the 
Greef of her Heart, and made her Life «neaſy by my 
wicked and undutitul Practices. Oe 


„654 8 

TOWARDS MAGISTRATES I was diſobe- 
dient and contemptuous, by living in thoſe Sins 
which their Laws did forbid, as well as GO Di. As 
to the PROTECTOR, as Oliver was call'd, I hated 
and revil'd him, and wiſh'd his Ruine and Deſtructi- 


on, (not out of any Conſcience towards GOD, becauſe 


he had fo horribly ſinn'd againſt the Fifth Command, 
by putting the K ING t9 death, and uſurping Aurbori- 
ty, but) meerly from a proud Fancy, and becauſe he 
em'd to favour thoſe who were religious and pious. | 
AS to other Magiſtrates, eſpecially if they were 
Good and Conſcientious, and did faithtully puniſh 
Sin and Prophaneſs, I was diſobedient, and haughtily 
and ſcornfully rail'd at them. If I met them, 1 
would rudely paſs by them, and take no notice of 
them, and ſhew no Reſpect by external Geſtures; or 
if Iat any Time did fo, it was with the greatelit Hy- 
Neale and with a ſecret Contempt of them in my 
eart. 4 4 1 20003 
AS to the Embaſſadours of Chriſt, Miniſters of the 
Word, who deſerv'd that honourable Title, were | ſound 
in the Faith, of Exemplary Lives, Burning and $hi- 
ning Lights, I perfectly hated them, and baſely un- 
dervalu d them, had a rooted Antipathy in my Heart 
to them, and harbour d wicked and monſtrous Con- 
ceptions about them, judging them to have beenthe _ 
Worft of Men. I would not attend any of their Ai. 


' #iſtrations, I continually revild them, 8 


out the Language of HE LL againſt them, and ſcorn 

to pay any civil Refpeft to them, as I paſs'd by them 
in the Streets. In a Word, my Language and Car- 
UF | - riage / 
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riage were the Diſcoveries of intolerable Pride Diſ- 
dain, and 4bborrency, towards thoſe reverend and pi. 
'ous Fathers, who never did me the leaf Hrjury, but 
would readily have done me all the good that 15 in 
their Power; and the Benefit of whoſe Prayers, La 
ſatisfied, I have reap-! de. 
TOWARDS any who were my Superiours, in 
Gifts and Age, and the like, ry og it they 
made a ſtridt Profeſſion of Religion, ſuch as were then 
calbd Puritans, Round-Heads, and Preabyteriant, I 
carried it with all Diſdain and Contempt, Deriſion 
and Sawcineſs. ($6 
TOWARDS Equals, if good and virtuous, T was 
ſcornful and abuſve. I diſdain'd their Society, and 
would have no Intimacy with them, but if they 
were fooliſh and vicious like my ſelf, or would be pre- 
vail'd with to be ſo by my Sollicitations, & ſo degrade 
themſelves, then I made them my delightful Compas. 
nions. 
TOWARD my TInferionrs, if they were religions - 
and ſerious in their Carriage, and conſcientiouſly wait- 
ed upon GOD in Ordinances, and would not be preju- 
dic'd againſt a pious Profeſion by my Reviling and 
Bantering of them, I ſcorn d their Society, retus'd a 
triendly Converſe with them, and could not be per- 
ſwaded to do them any Kindneſs, when it was in my 
Power to have done it. Becauſe they were in GOD's 
Ways they were out of mine, and becauſe they ſought - 
GOD's Love they loſt mine. If they were ſober and 
virtuous, I would be vain and vicious. I tempted them 
to a lewd and profligate Life. I made uſe of whatever 
Advantage I had above them, either as to Degree, 
Parts, or Eſtate, to lead them the more effectually 
into Sin, to corrupt and debauch them; if they were 
wicked and prophane betore,they had my Company and 
Incouragement. Thus I abus'd my Superiority, to 
render them the more vile and vicious. I 
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I greatly ſinn d againſt the SIXTH COA. 
MAND MENT, and was a Self- Murtberer , for I 
tiv'd in the conſtant Practice of thoſe Sins which had 
a dire Tendenty to the Haſtening my Diſſolution : For 
by my vile Courſes I deftropd my Health, weakewd 
my Conſtitution; and ſo in effect courted Death. I 
indulg'd my ſelt in ſuch Vices which, had they been 

rſud according to my Iuclinationt, would have 

rought my Life to a ſhameful . But Di- 
vine Providence graciouſly interpos'd, and prevented 
ſo doleful a Calamity. No Thanks to my ſelf that I 
had not run my ſelf upon the Magiſtratè s Sword. 

THEN, in effect I was a Aſurtberer of all thoſe 
4 whom I allurd to Sin, and encourag d in Vice and 

75 | LewdneſS: For I prompted them to thoſe Practice: 
which directly tend to the ſbortning Mens I. ives. 
BESIDES, I was Jikewiſe a Spiritual Self Mur- 
therer; for Iwounc ed my Soul by my Vi ices, and took 
the Courſe to expoſe my ſelf to an Eternal Death, 
and to all the Torments of the Bottomleſs Pit. And 
thus I alſo attempted to muraber the Souls of others, 
by drawing them to deſtrudiive Practices, to Vices fa- 
tal and pernicious. 1 
I lived in Heart and Lip Murther, by reproachi 
| and reviling the beft Men, and the moſt ſhining Profeſ- 
1614 ſors, whom I hated with a perfect Hatred, whoſe 
14 Confuſion and Deſtruction I heartily wiſſyd for: Would 
hd often imprecate AMziſeries upon them, and di int to 
their Ruim and Damnation. 3} 
* I lived in the Breach of the SEVENTH COA. 
m2 MANDMENT too. This I baſely contradicted by 
1 filthy Speculations, vile Affectiont, and impure Fancies, 
by an unclean Language and a corrupt Communication, 
My Actions and Geſtures were ſtauwd with anton- 
neſs and-Jmmodeſty. I gave up my elf to impure 
Dalliauces when I was abroad, and withdrawn from 
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my Mother's Inſpection ; eſpecially when I had 
drank at auy Time to Excef, Beſide, as to my wan- 
ton Carriage towards others, I made wo Difference as to 
Perſons, whether /ingle or married, Strangers or Rela- 
tions. And thus I was a Fornicator, an Adulterer, 
and a Perſon Inceſtuous, in ſome Degree, tho'.not as to 
the compleat Act. | 252 

BUI the Perſon with whom I was more eſpecially 
wanton and laſcivious, was one of our own Family, 
with whom I liv'd in Lewdneſs of Heam, in the Lu# 
of Eyes and Looks, and betray d the Impurity of my 
Heart by the filthy Language of my Mouth, and by 
other Indecencies, for many Years together. 
Yet GOD never ſuffer d me to perfect any Ad of For- 
nication with her, or any other Perſon : For I am apt 
to think, GOD reſtrain'd me from the groſs & compleat 
Ads of Sin, becauſe He deſign'd me, by his Grace, 
for that Function, one Qualification of which is, to be 
of good Report, that I might not be render d unſervice- 
able by a common Reproach and Infamy. My Living 
in IdleneſS and Drunkenneſs were Sins againſt this Pre- 
pe becauſe they have a direct Tendency to the Vice 
of Fornication, | 

Icontradicted the EIGHTH COMMAND MENT 
by living in 1dleneſs, engaging in uo particular Cal- 
ling, not applying my ſelf to any Thing that was 
commendable in it's Nature, profitable to my ſelf, or 
beneficial to others. I exceedingly addicted my ſelf 
to Gaming, as to Cards and Dice, I play d for Money, 
and for more than I was willing to looſe; and greedily 
coveted to win of thoſe with whom I 424 And 1 
would ſometimes (as I remember) cheat thoſe with 
whom I gam d, that I might gain of them. I liv'd 
in Prodigality, ſpending my Eſtate extravagantly on 
expenſrvue Vices, in gallant and coſtly Cloaths. I 
would ſquander away my needleſly, in Ale- 
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Houſes, in Bowling-Greens, at Billiard-Tables, and at 
Shwfle-Boardsz and thus waſted my Eſtate by an im. 
ertinent and prodigal Life: So that I was torc'd to 
fell my Intereſt in an Houſe my Father gave me, to 
defray the Charge of my extravagant Expences. My 
Courſes led to a Morſsl of Bread. I remember, I 
once borrow'd a conſiderable Book of a Blind Man, 
and tbieviſbly detaind it. | 
I fd againſt the NINTH COMMAND. 
MENT, by keeping ſuch Company, and engaging in 
ſuch Prattices, as T was atham'd to own. When my 
Mother aſk'd me concerning any Thing, I many 
4 Times deny d the Truth; or invented ſome filly lying 
14 Excuſes, that ſhe might not underſtand it. At my 
2 Return from beyond the Sea, I often told a groſs Lie, 
} affirming that I had ſeveral Times been bl ded there: 
| at every turn would I peremptorily aſſert this, tho 
my own Conſcience gave me the Lie, and accus'd me 
of Falſbood, whenever I ſaid it. be 
I alfo bore falſe witneſs againſt ſome of the mot E. 
minent Chriſtians, and the moſt pious Divines, laying 
to their Charge Things they knew not, and therefore 
J could not know ſuch Things by them. I charg'd 
them with Rebellion, Killing the King, with Hypocriſy, 
Lying, cloſe and ſecretWickedneſes, and the like. If 
T heard any Evil of them, I would reveal it, and 
ſpread it abroad, to their Diſgrace and Diſparage- 
ment, never enquiring whether they were ever guil 
zy of what they were charg'd with or no. My con- 
ſtant Defaming of them, endeavouring to ſully their 
Reputations and wound their Names, was a great Sin 
againſt zhis Commandment; and much the more ſo 
when they were unjuſt Calumnies and groundleſ(s Slan- 
ders which were rais'd againſt them. My whole Life 
was a perfect practical Lie; pretending to thoſe Vir- 


mes which I never had, and a Freedom from thoſe 
Luſts 
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Lufts and Sins which I indulg d and livd in. I al- 
low'd my ſelf in thoſe vicious Courſes which are di- 
ſhonourable, baſe, and reproachful;, and ſo tended to 
my Diſerace and Diſcredit, and to render me a pub- 
lick Scorn and Deriſion: And thus was unconcern'd 
for the ſecuring my own Reputation, and therefore 
coutradifted the Ninth Commandment, | 
I alſo inn d againſt the TENTH COMMA ND- 
MENT: For I had a conflant 5 of Heart, 
and Inclination of Soul, to exert baſe Luſts, and to 
commit all Sorts of Sins againſt my Neighbour's Place 
and Dignity, againſt his Life and Perſon, againſt his 
Bed _ Chaſtity, againſt his Eftate and Name, and 
againſt my own, ny Heart was like an heated Oven, 
ready to break forth into Helliſb Flames, upon the 
leaſt Propoſal of Fancy from within, or any alluring 
Object from without. . 
$O that here you have a ſhort Account of too long a 
Part of my Life, led in the conſtant Breach of all the 
Commands of GOD. I continu'd in this Condition 
for about Five or Six Years, as far as I can remem- 
ber; in which Time I had fo Harden d my ſelf in Sin, 
ſo blinded my Mind and ſeard my Conſcience, that I 
was diſpos'd to have continu'd in bis Condition and 
Courſe to the End of my Days. I had all that Time 
no Senſe of the Evil of Sin, of the Wrathot GOD due 
to it, or of the Neceſity of a Change. I was dead 
in Trefbaſſes and Sins. I ſuperadded a deſperate- 
ly wicked wilfu} Obduracy to my natural one; and I 
(if ever any one did) provok'd GOD to give me over 
to a Final Judicial Blindneſs and Obſtinacy. Mine 
Ears were bor'd to the Devil's Pyſis for a debaſing 
Slavery. His curſed Work I lov'd, and delighted in: 
He was my Aaſter,as a Tempter to Sin, and a Promoter 
of it. How many Thouſands of wicked Men, who never 
ſinn d ſo greatly as I did, may now be enduring the 
G 2 Torment 
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Torments of Heil? And how have I been ſpar d, tho I 
have been much fitter for, and a greater Deſerver of, 
the Miſeries of the other World, than they? And no 
Doubt but Experienced Chriſtians have concluded, 
that if ever GOD thould bring home ſuch a Sumer to 
Himſelf, it would be by dreadful Horrours and Terrours, 
by the moſt ſtinging Remorſes, and the moſt pierciy 
Anguiſh: Which at laſt ell out accordingly : For 
was ſo fix'd and rivered in my Sins, ſo much un- 
der the Power of the Devil, that many ſuch rerrifying 
Diſpenſations of Providence towards me could not 
drive me from my vicious and lewd Praflices, as may 
be obſerv'd in the next Period of my Life, which was 
much worſe than the former, and more exceedingly inju- 
rious and provoking to GOD. Before 1 ſinn'd as a 
Brute and a blind Atheift , now, in this Part of my 
wretched Life, 1 ſinmd as a Devil and a ragirg Furie. 
Before, all'my Sins were committed without a Senſe 
of GOD, I little or nothing minded Him; but now 
I ſinn'd againſt GOD daringly and deſperately. So that 
I may ſay concerning the former Part of my Life, 
that tho? it had been ſo very wicked and vffenſroe, yet 
was it an innocent and harmleſs Life, in Compariſon 
of what follow?d, which I ſhall next diſcover to you. 

I remember, I went into the Country (about 
Twelve Miles from EXON) with my Aſotber; I 
left ber there, and one Day return'd to the Ciry, to be 
a Surety for one who had been a Major in the King's 
Army, but was at that Time very poor, and liv'd 
obſcurely. He was thought to be a dangerous Perſon by 
ſuch as then were in Authority: Inſomuch that an 
Order coming from the Protector, To ſecure all ſuſpected 
Perſons, the Sberiff of the County, ſuppoſing him to be 


ſuch a Perſon, requir'd him to give Security in a Bond, 


of ſome Hundreds of Pounds, not to leave the City, 
ox elſe to yield himſelf into their Hands at all 6 ; 
Manas. 
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minds. I believe, the Sheriff thought none would 
have ſtood bound tor him, ſince he was a ſingle Perſon, 
one who had nothing to engage him to make his Stay 
in Exon, no Intereſt to induce him to keep his Promiſe, 
and, if he had thought it for his Atvanrage, he, no 
Doubt, would have broken it. Without Queſtion, 
no Prudent Man, in ſuch Circumſtances, would have 
been Surety for him. But I was a vain raſh Joung- Fel- 
low, throughly devoted to the Intereſt of the Cavalzers, 
and extreamly fond of that Party. Hereupon, I 
would be a Surety for him, to keep him from Confine- 
ment,tho* the Sheriff diſlwaded me, telling me it might 
prove of I!] Conſequence to me: But I ſtighred his Cau- 
tion and Advice, and ſo was actually bound for this 
Fellow, that he might have his Liberty. 
HEREUPON, I went up and down from Place 
to Place in the City, prating and drinking, till at 
length I was exceſrvely drunk; but yet would ride 
back again to my Morher in the Evening, according 
to my Promiſe. In my Return back I fell from 
my Horſe; but how I got on Horſeback again 
I know not. I have ſometimes been apt to be- 
lieve, but am not poſitive that GOD, who amidſt all 
my Mic tedneſ had ſuch Thoughts of Alercy 5 


me, as ſince has ſo evidently appear'd, might im- 
ploy his Angels for my Preſervation. Well! when T 
was brought ſafe home, I was fit for nothing but'the 
Bed, Juſt as I was going, I aſk'd my Muthers 
Bleſſing, and fell upon my Face, not being able to 
ſtand z and thus leaving my Aſother ſad and griev'd, 
I was carried to my Bed, more like an Hog than a 
Aan. I flept'till the Morning, a Servinz-man lying 
with me; & 3 riſing about Five of the Clock left me 
well in Body and compos'd in Mind, and I talk d 
with him as I had been wont to do : But I was not 
willing to riſe ſo early, therefore lay ſtill, and ſlept 

an 


—_— — — ñ — 


46 The LIFE of the Reverend 


an Hour or two more. I then waking, and being a- 
lone in the Chamber, fancy'd I heard ſome ruſbing 
kind d Noiſe, and difcern'd ſomething at the Bed's- 
Foor like a Shadow; which I apprehended to have 
been a Spirit. Hereupon, I was ſeiz d with great 
Fear and Trembling, role in Haſte, went forth into 
the Outer-Chamber in great Conſternation, and walk'd 
up and down in it as one amaz'd. As I was thus 
walking, with diſmal Appreben/ions, my being bound 
for the Aſajor came into my Mind, with great Ag- 
gravations of the Folly and Danger of it; fearing that 
the Major either was gone, or would get away; and 
then, I concluded, I ſhould be undone. This great] 
perplex d my Spirit. The Devil, who in our Blind- 
neſs and Preſumption hurries us upon ah and fooliſh 
Actions, knows how in a Time of Trouble to ſet them 
heme, with ſuch Aggravations, as utterly toſink & 
diſtract us. 

WHILE I was thus walking up and down, hur- 
ried with theſe worldly diſquieting Thoughts, I per- 
ceiv'd a Voice, | I beard it plainly | ſaying unto me, 
Who art thou ? Which, knowing it 4 be the Voice 
of no Mortal, I concluded was the Voiceof GOD, and 
with Tears, as I remember, reply'd, I am a very 
great Sinner, LORD! Hereupon, I withdrew again in- 
to the Inner- Room, ſecuring and barring the Doornpon 
me, I betook my ſelf to a very proper and ſeaſonable 
Duty, namely, Secret Prayer; performing it with 
ſome kind of Conſcience towards G OD, and with 
Hopes to receive ſome Good at his Hands, (which I 
never did all my Life-time before). But it was an 

impudent and proud Prayer: For I prayd in my own 


— 


1 Strength, as tho? I was good enough to have 
Communion with an Holy GO D, and worthy enough 
to have Acceſs to Him, and Succeſs with him, as to all I 
pray'd far. I look'd not to the Spirit to belp me in Pray- 
er, nor to the Lord Feſus to render it acceptable. * 

| that 
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dt altho I had Id a Simer and a Publicanall my 
Days, yet now I pray*d like a Phariſee, with a car- 
nal Confidence, which was an infinite Diſhonour to 


GOD, and could not but be a great Provocation, as 


the Event prov d. | | 

FOR while I was praying upon my Knees, I heard 
a Voice, as I fancy'd, as it were juſt behind me, ſaying, 
Tet more humble; Tet more humble; with ſome Con- 
tinuance. And not knowing the Meaning of the 
Voice, but undoubtedly concluding it came from 
GOD, I endeavour'd to — with it. Conſider- 
ing that I kneel'd upon ſomething, Iremovid it; and 
then I had ſome kind of Intimation given me, that 
that was what was requir'd. Thus I kneel'd upon 
the Ground: But the Voice ſtill continu'd, Ter more 
bumble; Tet more humble. In Compliance with it I 
proceeded to pluck down my Szockengs, and to kneel 
upon my bare Knees: But the ſame awful Voice ſtill 
ſounding in mine Ears, I proceeded to pull off my 
Stockings, and then my Hoſe, and my Doublet ; and 
as I was thus uncloathing my ſelf, I had a ſtrong 
internal Impreſſion, that all was well done, and a 
full Compliance with the Defign of the Voice. In 
Anſwer hikewiſe to this Call, I would bow my Body as 
lam as poſſibly Teould, with a great deal of Pain, & this I 
often repeated: But all I could do was not low enough, 
nor bumble enough. At laſt, obſerving that there was an 
Hole in the Planking of the Room, I lay my ſelf down 
flat upon the Ground, and thruſt in my Head there as 
far as Icould; but becauſe I could not fully do it, I put 
my Hand into the Hole, and took out Earth and Duft, 
and ſprinkled it on my Head; ſome Scripture Expreſ- 
ſons at that Time offering themſelves to my Mind, I 
thought zhis was the Lying down in Duff and Alhes 
thereby preſcrib'd. 


AT 
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A T length, ſtanding up before the Vindom, I ei- 
ther heard a Voice, which bid me, or had 4 ſtrong 
Impulſe, which excited me, to cut off my Hair; to 
which I reply'd, I have mw Sciſſars. It was then 
hinted, that a Knife would do it; but I anſwer'd, I 
have none. Had I had one, I verily believe, this 
Voice would have gone from my Hair to my Throat, 
and have commanded me to cut it: For I have all 
Reaſon to conclude, that the Voice was the Voice of 
SATAN, and that his Deſign was, to hwmble me as 


—— 


om as HELL : But the Abſence of a proper Inſtrument 


prevented it. 
THUS, pretending the Worſhip of GOD, ] fell, 
in effect, to the Vorſbipping of the Devil; and my 


Falling on my Knees before GOD iflu'd in a Proſtra- 


tion at the proud Uſurper s Feet. I am perſwaded, 
that many of the QUAKERS formerly were delud- 
ed by ſuch Voices and Impulſes from the Impure Spirit, 
which they miſtook for the Holy Spirit of God; many 
of them having been groſly ignorant, and ſo fitted 
to entertain ſuch Deluſtons of the Devil, as I then 

was. 

AFTER a while, I began to incline to put on my 
Cloaths again; and ſitting down in order thereto, I 
was directed by ſtrange Kinds of Impulſes what Gar- 
ment firſt to put en, and ſo in Order; and then 
with what Leiſure, and with what Aweand Reverence 
all was to be done. Thus I comply'd with zbefe In- 
pulſes in putting on ſeveral of them, *till I came to 
the Putting on One of my Szockings; for then, ha- 
ving pull'd it up Half- way, with all Dread and Cau- 
tion, I apprehended I was not allow'd to draw it 
higher: But withont any Impreſion, or againſt it, I 
pluck'd up my Szocking about my Leg; whereupon I 
thougut I had greatly offended. And immediately, 
in a Corner of the Room, towards which my Eyes 

were 


' 


Mr. GEORGE TROSSE. 49 


were directed, I ſaw, as it were, a Breath coming 
down from the Roof, about the Bigneſs of a Man's 
Thigh, and to look to was ſomewhat like the Beams 
of the Sun ſhining into a Window ; and by and by, 
from that Breath, I ( ſeemingly ) heard a Voice, ſaying 
with great Anger, Thou Wrerch! Thou haſt committed 
the Sin againſt the Holy- G oſt. This Breath I then 
believ'd to have been the Holy-Gho#; becauſe I had 
read, © that CHRIST breathed upon the Diſciples, 
« when He gave them the Holy-Ghoft. And believ- 
ing that I had been inſpir'd and taught by Him in all 
theſe ridiculous Act of Humiliation, | I am ſure they 
were ſo as doue by me.] I preſently concluded, that 
I really had been guilty of the Sin againft the Holy- 
Gboft, and fo could not poſſibly be pardon d. Thus 
by my careleſs and prophane Reading and Hearing 
the Word of GOD, and not endeavouring to under- 


ſtand the Meaning of it, I gave the great Deceiver an 


Advantage to make me believe, that the Word per- 
verted and underſtood in a wrong Sence was the 
Word of GOD : For, not Receiving the Truth in the 
Notion, much leſs in the Love of it, I was diſpos d 
to believe every Falſbood that the Farther of Lies might 
impoſe upon me. But I bleſs GODI am well aſ- 
ſur d that bis was not the Sin againi the Hoh - Got; 
no, nor all the other more horrid and aggravated Sins 
which I afterwards committed: For I am perſwad- 
ed, that GOD hath given me Repentance as to all my 
Sins, and a ſincere Faith in CHRIST, and ſo a ful 
Remiſſion. 

FROM this Perſwaſion, that I had been guilty 
of the Sin againit the Holy-Gbo, I was fill'd with 
grievous Horrour and Anguiſh, with great Anxiety 
and finking Deſpair; and then went forth into the 
Outward Room with my Cloaths hanging about me, 
and ſome of them off. = L was going out, I met 


4 
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an Autient Servant. Maid, (A Sight doubtleſs fright. 
ful to Her.) and in a diſtracted manner cry'd out, 
T have committed the Sin againit the Holy- G Holt, and 
I muft neceſſarily be Damm d. I begg'd” ſhe would 
lend me a Fair of Sciſſars to cut off my Hair; but ſhe 
fearing a worſe Uſe (as I ſuppoſe) would be made of 


-them than I pretended, retus'd my Requeſt. 


WALKING up and down in the Room, in a 
miſerable, deſtracted, diſpairing Condition, I had a 
Suggeſtion aud Temptation to emyſe G OD and die, 
Whatever was the Meaning of zboſe Words in the 
Mouth of 5's Wife, I am ſure, I then apprehend- 
ed them to be Literally meant. This was a Sugge- 
ſtion ſo black. and horrid, as could be ſuppos'd 
to have been from none but the Dark Prince, 


that great Enemy and Blaſphemer of GOD. Where- 


upon, methought, all was fill'd with Horrour and 
Confuſion about me. And the whole Creation might 
juſtly have been muſter'd up, with all it's Rage and 
Fury, to revenge ſuch an infinite Indigntty offer'd to 
it's CREATOR. It was matter of Wonder that 
the Fire did not burn me, or the Earth did not ſwal- 
low me up, or Angels did not fall upon me with all 
Severity, or that GOD did not Damn me. 

A Brother-in-Law of mine, ſtanding by, demand- 
ed of me whether I would be rul'd and fol lou Advice; 
aſſuring me, that, in caſe I would, all might be 
well again. To whom I inſtantly reply'd I would do 
ſo. But, after this, I was full of all manner of 
Flaſplemies and wicked Paſſions, and was haunted with 
horrible diſtracting Temptations to Self-Murther, & 
with a great many territying and diſquieting Viſion. 
and Voices, which tho' (I beheve) they had 20 Real. 
ity in themſelves, yet they ſeen?d to be ſuch to me, 
and had the ſame Effect upon me, as if they had been 
really what they appear d tobe Thus was I —__ 

| | wit 
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with ſilly ridiculous Fancies, and Thouſands of un- 
reaſonable and non- ſenſical Deluſions. I ſhall only 
mention a few of them. 15 

WHEREVER I turn'd mine Eye, for ſome 
Time, I fancy'd I ſaw my Companion in Mantonneſꝭ u- 
ſing ſome indecent Geſtures, as heretofore; and this 
was to my Shame, the Horrour of my Soul, and the 
Torment of my Conſcience, It ſeem'd to me that I 
heard her Voice, calling tome with Earneſtneſs and 
Importunity, which wes worſe to me than Thunder- 
Claps. So that my impure Paradice was turn d into 
a dreadful Hell. I fancy'd that the Devil was about 
to take her, and carry her away, to make her his 
Prey; but the cry'd to me, and aſł'd me whether I 
would ſuffer it. My | 

I alſo wickedly fancy'd, that T was able, by. my 
bare willing it, tomake GOD miſerable, yea, that 
I conld torment Him 1n devouring Flames : And as it 
was in my blaſphemous Mind to fancy it, ſo it was in 
my malicious Will to reſolve it; and tlis 1 took delight 
in. Thus having liv'd without any due and ſerious 
Apprehenſions of G OD, and his Divine Perfections, 
in my Sinful State, I was diſpos'd to entertain any 
the moſt unreaſonable and moſt diſbonourable Concepti- 
ons of Him; and ſo degraded Him beneath every «- 
ther Being, accounting Hin weaker than the weakeR 
of Creatures: For tho? by bare Willing J could not 
hurt a Gnat or a Flea, yet was I fully perſwaded 
that by this Way I could extreamly torment the A.- 
mighty and Unchangable GOD. Thus by excrting 
Enmity againſt the Imaze, the Ways, the Graces, and 
Holy Spirit of GOD, in my ſecure and unwaken d 
Condition, I was now difpos'd to diſcover Rage and 
Cruelty againſt GOD himſef. But notwithſtanding all 
this 1 77g and deſperate Eumity againſt GOD, He 
did not ſuffer Infernal Flames to æindle upon me. 

„ | 
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I ſtrongly fancy'd that GOD watch'd Opportu- 
nities to deſtroy me; but I alſo preſum'd that GOD 
muſt get in by the Door, or he would not be able to 
come at me; and I fooliſhly conceited, that if I did 
but tie the Door with a particular ſort of a Knot, 
He would be effectually thut out; which I attempt. 
ed to do, that I might be ſecur'd from his Vratb, 
Many and conſtant, for ſome Time, were my Tempta- 
tions to deſtroy my ſelf. Sometimes I was ſollicited 
to daſh my Head againſt the Edge of the Board near 
which I fate; at other times, I was tempted to daſh 
out my Brains againſt the Walls, asI walk'd. So that 
between a Deſire to do this, and a natural Unwilling- 
neſs to offer ſuch Violence to my ſelf, I was milſe- 
rably diſtracted. 

THUS with a Multitude of blaſbhemous hor- 
rid Thoughts was ] fill'd asI walk'd up and down. But 
when I was lay'd upon my Bed, where I continu'd 
for ſome Time, I was, from the Devil's Influence, in- 
duc'd not to look or pet] So that for ſeveral Days, 
in a Compliance with rbis Temptation, I would nei- 
ther en my Eyes nor my Lips: And thoſe Words of 
Scripture came into my Mind, and were ſtrongly 
impreſs d upon me, (viz.) Touch not; Taſte not; Han- 
ale not; which, quite different from the Meaning of 
the Holy-· Ghoſt, were urg'd upon me, to perſwade me 
not to make uſe of any Aſeat. Hereupon Iwould nei- 
ther z7ouch it, nor taſte it, nor ſmell to it: For that 
was alſo ſuggeſted to me, Sell not. So that ) efus d 
all Food whatever which might be offer d me. I 
would not endure the Smell of it. If it was brought 
nigh me, I would turn aſide with the greateſt In- 
dignation and Averſion, as it it had been ſome aho- 
minable Thing. And I make no Doubt but it was 
the Deſign of the Devel by that Temptation, to ſeek 
toffarve me. Thus I continu'd ſeveral Days * 

the 
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the Influence of this Deluſion, as tho? the Srarvi 
of my Body was the Way to ſave my Soul. 
WHILE I thus lay upon my Bed, with ſuch a 
wild and troubl'd Fancy, Night and Day, I ſceming- 
ly heard many Voices and Diſcourſes; which I attri- 
buted to Fairies, who, I thought, were in the Wall, 
and there convers'd and were merry together. And 
I fancy'd I ſaw upon the Wall a great Claw, for a 
long while together; but what the Meaning of that 
was I could not tell, Thus was I continually haunt- 


ed with Multitudes of ſuch Whimſies. | 


BEING in this miſerable diſtracted Condition, 
and refuſing to make uſe oſ any ſuitable and proper 
Means, in order to my Recovery, my Friends had 
Intelligence of a Perſon dwelling in Glaſtonbary, 
who was eſteem'd very ſkiltul and fucceſsful in ſuch 
Caſes. They ſent for him, He came; and engag'd 
to undertake the Cure, upon Condition that they 
would fafely convey me to his Houſe, where I might 
always be under his View and Inſpection, and duely 
follow his Preſcriptions. Hereupon, my Friends de- 
termin'd to remove me to his Houſe; but I was re- 
ſol vid not to move out of my Bed; for I was perſwad- 
ed that if I removedout of it, I ſhould fall into Hel, 
and be plung'd into the Depth of Miſery. I likewite 
apprehended zhoſe about me, who would have pluck d 
me out of my Bed, to have been ſo many Devils, who 
would have diſlodg'd me: Therefore I ſtoutly reſſted 
them, with all my Might and utmoſt Efforts, and 
ſiruggled with all Violence, that they might not 
pluck me out of my Bed and cloath me. When one 
of the Perſons about me came behind me to hold me 
up in my Bed, I was under terrible Apprehenſions 
it was the Devil that ſeiz'dme. And the ſame Thought 
I had of all about me, that they were murtberous De- 
vilt; and that they exerted all their Power to carry 

| me 
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me away into a Place of Torment. - By their concur- 
rent Strength they at length 1 againſt me, 
took me out of my Bed, cloath'd me, bore me out 
between them. They procur'd a very ſtout ſtrong Man 
to ride before me; and when he was on Horſeback 
they by Force put me up behind bim, bound me by 
2 ſtrong Linnen-Cloth to him; and, becauſe I ſtrug- 
gled, and did all I could to throw my ſelf off the 
Horſe, they tied my Legs under the Belly of it. All 
this while I was fall of orrours and of HELL with- 
f in: I neither open'd mine Eyes nor my Mouth, ei- 
? ther to ſee what was done about me or to make any 
K Lamentations; for ſtill I look d upon this as my xe- 
* 3 


ceſſary Duty. | 
' THUS, like a miſerable, wretched, and Condemr'd 
Malefattor, was I carry'd out of that Place and Coun- 
try where I had committed ſo many great Sint a- 
"I gainſt wy GOD, As I rode along, I fancy'd many 
| Devils flying in the Air juſt over me, and by my 
1 Side as ſo many Firy Flying - Dragons, expreſſing 
l their Rage againſt me. 
q - UPON the Way, the Mex ſtay'd a little to re- 
. freſh themſelves, (for I was very troubleſome to 
| them by my continual Struggling) and they offer'd 


14 me ſome Aſeat; and altho? I had not eaten nor drunk 
'F l for a long time, yet then I was perſwaded to it. And 
iti when they put a Glaſs into my Hand to drink of it, 


Wiz 4 methought I ſaw in the Glaſs a Black Thing, about 
13 the Bigneſs of a great black Fly, or Beetle; and this 
tf I ſuppos'd to have been the Devil; but yet would 
61 trink it; and, methought, the Devil went down my 

1 | Throat with the Lquaur, and fo too poſſeſſion of me. 
"if At which deſperate Madneſs of mine, it ſeemd to me 
l that all were aſtoniſh'd; and I tancy'd, that every 
if Step I ſtepp'd afterwards, I was making a Progreſs 
into the Depths of HELL, When I heard the Bell 


ring 
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ring, I thought it to have been my Doom out of Hea- 
ven; and the Sound of every Double Stroke ſeem'd to 
me to be, Lower down ; lower down; lower down; (vix.) 
into the Bottomleſ Pit. This to me tben was a diſmal 
dejecting Sound. Whatever Noiſes I heard as 
I paſt by, my Fancy gave them Hellih In- 
terpretations : For I was now perſwaded that I-was 
no longer p Earth, but in the Regions of HELL. 
When we came to the Town, F thought I was in the 
mid of HELL. Every Houſe that we paſs'd by was 
as it were a Manſion in Hell; and it ſeem'd to me that 
all of them had their ſeveral Degrees of Torment, & 
as we went forward, methought, their Torments en- 
creard;, and I fancy'd I heard ſome ſay, as they 
ſtood at their Doors with great Wonder, and ſome- 
what of Pity, What, muſt be go yet farther into Hell? 
O fearful! O dreadful ! and the like. 0 

AT laſt, by GO D's good Providence, we were 
brought ſafely to the Phy/ician's Houſe. Methought 
all about me were Devils and he was Beelzebub. I 
was taken off my Horſe, and expected immediatel 
to be caſt into intolerable Flames and Burnings, which 
ſeem'd to be before mine Eyes. The Carrying me 
into the Houſe, and into an Inner and an Under 
Room appointed for my Lodgings, I thought to. be 
a Caſting me into Utter Darkne(s. l 

HERE I was committed to a Perſon who came 
to be my Guardian, to watch me, that I might not 
deſtroy my ſelf. And in this Room and Houſe I con- 
tinu'd ſeveral Weeks, nay, as I take it, Months. 
All the while I was full of Horrour, Delufions, Blaſ- 
phemy, &c. and all attended with great Temptati- 
ons to undo my ſelf. Sometimes I continu d in the 
Bed all the Day: Sometimes they put Bolts upon my 
Hands and Fetters on my Feet, when I prov'd violent 
and unruly (which I often did); for I would often 
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ſtrivs and fght, contending with my utmoſt Strengeh, 
to get away from them, and fo to free my ſelf from 
that Place, which I thought to have been Hell, and 
from thoſe Perſons whom I thought to have been 
Tormentors. 
WHEN I was thus ouzragious at any Time, then 
would they throw me upon the Bed, and thus put 
Bolts upon me; and there ſhould J he in great Pain 
and Wearineſs till I could well endure it no longer; 
| | then ſhould I deſire to be releasd and promiſe to be 
let. . 
To NCE, when I was thus manacled and fettend, 
| the Mortifying of the Fleſh, as commanded in Secrip- 
4 ture, was brought to my Mind; and I was per- 
4 ſwaded, that the Grazing of my Fleſb from my Bonet, 
or the Putting of my Fleſh to great Pains, was the 
MAortification requird, Therefore I twiſted and wre- 
ſted my Legs in my Fetters with all the Strength I 
had, enduring great and grievous Pains, and grating 
away ſome of the Fleſh of my Leggs * I can 
ſhew, to this very Day, ſome of the Marks of that 
Cruelty I usd towards my ſelf, Thus I, who would 
not mortify the inordinate Lufts thereof, according to 
GOD's Command in Scripture, was induc'd to morti- 
fy the Fleſb of my Body as to the very Subftance of it, 
in a Compliance with the Suggeſtions of the Devil. 
ONE Perſon in the Houſe I fancy'd to be Feſu 
Chriſt; and every Thing almoſt that I ſpoke or did, 
I thought to have been a Grief to him, and a Cruti- 
Hrion of Him afreſh; J apprehended him pain d 
under it, and complaining to GOD, and calling for 
Vengeance to ſeize and craſh me. Sometimes I 
would go to him, (if not fall down before him) and 
beg him to be my Friend, and to keep offt#ra2zh from 
me. But, methought, he gave me a Repulſe, and 
with ſome kindot Adjuration, or Oath, ratity*d his 
Rejection 
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Rejection of me. I lay upon my Bed, every Inſtant 
expecting to be rack d or cut in Pieces, and to have 
all Manner of Cynelties to be us d towards my Body. 
Every Perſon I ſaw ſeem'd to me to be an Executio- 
ner; and I thought every Thing either an Iuſtrument 
of, or a Preparation for, my Miſery and Torture. I 
apprehended Self- Murther to be the only wiſe and 
charitable A& that I could do for my ſelf, as the 
only Prevention of all expected and dreaded Tor- 
ment. In Expectation of a neceſſary and inevitable 
Injetion into the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, I pre- 
ſum'd that the langer 1 was ont of it, the deeper I 
mould at laſt fink into it, and the more intolerable 
would be my Torment there; becauſe, I did nothing 
but Sin continually, and fo every Minute of mine 
Abode on Earib, would be a great Inereafe of the In- 
tenſeneſs of my Miſery in Hell, Hereupon, I was 
alſo fully convinc'd, that there was nothing fo good 
and beneficial to me as immediately to caſt my ſelf into 
the Burning Lake, ſince there was an utter Impolſſi- 
bility of eſcaping it; and I conciv'd, that the ſoo- 
ner I was in it, the eaſier I ſhould be, and fo prevent 
greater Degrees of my everlaſtins Burnings there. 
Thus the Murderer had got the 4ſent of Carnal Self, 
the grand Ruling Principle which had influenc'd me 
all my Days, and was the Chief Cauſe of all my 
WickedneſS and Rebellion againſt GOD, prompting 
me to Self-Deſtrution, and Self Damnation : But my 
GOD and SAVTOUR would not permit at to have 
ſuch a fatal Influence upon me. 

WHEN I expected every Moment to be cut off 
and caſt into Hell, and could not but own it would 
be ;u#, I would not ſo much as bow a Kee, or en 
my Lips, either for the deferring or the diminiſhing 
ot my Torments there, much leſs for their{p:rfett Fre- 
vention. I did not ſhed a Tear, nor bewail my ſelf ; 
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but, like a harder'd Sot and ſtupid Wretch, expected 
an Erxciſion, and a being thrown into Hel, without 
the leaſt Endeavour to eſcape it. | 

IF [did put on my Cloths, and d ͤ them about 


me, then I thought 1 bound my ſelf to zbe Devil: If 


I rnloos d, and put them off, then 1 taucy'd I wiloord 


my ſelf from GOD. 


MY Buttons, my Gold, Silver and Sil} upon my 
Sleeves, were then an intolerable Burden to me, lay 
very heavy upon my Conſcience, and every one as 
weighty as a Vorld: For I had been a foolsſh Gallant, 
and that too againſt the Vi of my Parents, 
SOMETIMES I ſhould endea vour to pluck off 
the Hair of my Head, becauſe I fancy'd I had been 
proud of it. Alas! Little do fooliſh and extravagant 
Gallants, and ſuch as pride themſelves in their Hair 
and Zyparel, think how dear it may coſt them, and 
how heavy thoſe Things may lie upon their Conſcien- 
ces iu a Day of Convidtion. 

THE Gentlemoman of the Houſe where then was 
ſeem'd to be (and I believe was) 2 very religious 
Woman, pray'd in the Evenings at leaſt with her Ser- 
vants in the Family. She was very well acquainted 
with the Scriptures, inſomuch, that I ſometime re- 
ceiv'd a Letter from her with a Hundred and odd 
Proofs in the Margin, fitted in good Meaſure to com- 
fort poor tempted and dejected Souls, She had great 
Compaſſion upon me; would many times fit and dif- 
courle with me; would give me good Directions, and 
offer me conſiderable Encouragements: But all was, 
for ſome Time, loſt upon me, who underſtood little 
or nothing ct what was {aid to me, and would appl 
nothing to my Soul for my Comfort and Eaſe in ſuc 


a dreadfully linful and wotul Condition. 
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HOWEVER, this I may fay, if any, one was 


more eminently Inſtrumental in my Converſion than a- 


nother, She was the Perſon. NY 

But what ſhe had offer'd me ſeem'd, at that Time, 
to be as Water ſpilt upon the Rocks, not one Drop 
was entertain'd either to ſoften or purify me: But 
ſtill I lay bound in Satans Chains, and thoſe of my 
own Luſis, and under the Power of Delufions and 
Diſtrations. Sometimes I ſhonld fancy, I ſaw the 
Kingdoms of the Earth, and the Greatneſs of the 
Turkiſh Sultan, and other Monarchs Sometimes, 
that I ſaw Heaven it ſelf, but exceedingly degraded 
by my carnal and diſturb d Fancy, When I was off 


my Bed, and my Manacles on, I was tempted to 


break the Bones of my Arms, and did all that I could 
to do it, by ſtriking them againſt the Iron; and thus 
put my ſelf to very great Pain: So that, like the 
Demoniack in the Goſpel, I tormented my own Fle/h, 
and made Wounds and Breaches in it, tho* I could not 
break my Bones. | 

ALL was Hell and Hzrrour tome! If I did eat, 
I was perſwaded it was my Damnation, and that it 
was Rebellion agaiuſt GOD ; yet would I adventure 
to eat. I was then apprehenſive, in great Meaſure, 
of my vile Depravity, and ſaw my ſelf a perfectly 
loatliſome Monſter, an utter Abhorreney in the Eyes of 
an Holy GOD, and more hateful and hideous than I 
can now conceive; but how to get my Corruption 
and my hateful Impurities remod , and become beau- 
tiſul and amiable in the Sight of GOD, I knew not: 
Hcreupon, I ſunk into extream Dejection, and was 
vverwhelm'd in my own Confuſion, Once, lying un— 
der the Sentence of Condemnation in mine own Cou- 
ſcience, and expecting every Iuſtaut to be caſt into 
Hell, to ſuffer intolerable Tortures there, having no- 
thing to plead for my _ why they ſhould either 
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not be inflidted, or why they ſhould in the leaſt be a- 
bated, having my Mouth {topp'd before GOD; yet 
then did my wicked and carnal Nature exert it felt 
in Revenge and Rebellion againit GOD, I was deſpe- 
rately enrag d, and wart d againit him; for I would 
ſometimes commit Sin becauſe it was a Diſbonour, 
and, as I thought, a real Vexation to GOD, and that 
it would grieve and diſt Him. I would harbour 
Thoughts, and maintain Reſolutions, in Oppolition to 
Him. 

ONCE, as I lay upon my Bed, I really believ'd 
I ſaw an Ol Man lying by me, pretty tat and full, 
with a Gray Head; I then was perſwaded that He 
was the Old Han that I was to pur off, and fly from: 
So ſtrangely did my Fancy, influenc'd by the Devil, 
ridicule and abuſe Scripture, the Do&rines and Com- 
mands of it! Therefore let all, who would not in a 
Time of Trouble and Temptation have the ſacred Scri- 
ptures perverted by their own deluding Fancies, en- 
deavour to fludy them, and in a Day of Peace and 
Proſperivy to peruſe them, with Prayer, Humility and 
Seriouſneſs. - 


THINKING my ſelf, in that Time, in the midſt 


of Enemies, & in a very deplorableCondition, I had an ear- 
neſt Deſire to get from them, & ſo endeavour'd, to the 
ut moſt, to free my ſelf from my Confinement, & to re. 
move. from the Houſe in which Iwas, tho I knew not 
whither. Hereupon, I would often fb: and ſtrive with 
Him who had the Care of me: So that at every Turn a 
Neighbour of great Strength was call'd in, that I 
might be bound again, & tied Hand and Feet to the 
Bedſtead; fo that I lay along while in Pain and 
Wearineſs, not being able to turn my ſelf for the 
Jeait Eaſe or Reliet, fo that I greaw'd and complain d; 
then wonld they unbind me, upon Promiſe of heha- 
ding my felt civilly and quietly, which 1 would mn 
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dily make, and as ſoon break, being like the zrow- 
bled Sea which cannot reſt, always caſting up Aſire 
and Dirt, If 1 went. out of my Chamber, every 
Place, Perſon and Object afforded me Matter of Ter- 
ror and Confuſion; for I carry'd, as it were, my Hel 
within me, and therefore could fee nothing without 
that was pleaſing to me. 11 
IF I walk d in the Garden, (as there ſometimes [ 
took many diſtracted Turns) I ſhould fancy all a- 
bout me Places of Burning, and Torments, and Devils. 
I preſuard I heard dreadful and terrifying Voices, as 
well as ſaw affrighting Viſions. If I walk'd Abroad, 
I tancy'd all I met to have been Devils; and the 
Faces of thoſe I ſaw at any Diſtance, were to me the 
fame that Devils are repreſented by in frightful Pi- 
tures. Which Way ever I went, I thought I went 
the wort Way, the Way to Hell, Ruin and Miſery : 
Therefore, ever and anon would ſtand ſtill, look a- 
bout, and attempt to go the contrary Way; and 
and thould ave gone, I know not. whither, to my 
own Deſtruc ion, had not my Guardian prevented it. 
Thus I diſcover'd the Confaſion aud Diſtraction of my 
Mind where ever I went. I had moſt ſtrange Con- 
ceits concerning the Tower in Glaftonbury, and of 
the Torr a little Diſtance from the Town. It a Rook, 
or ſuch like Birds, flew ont of them, into them, or 
about them, I adjudged them to have been Devils, or 

the Spirits of ſome of the Damned. 
ONCE lying upon my Bed, methought, in the 
Viſions of my diſtracted Brain, I ſaw a Place of 
4-eadful Torments, of great F ariettes of Tortures. I pre- 
lum d ſaw ſome Perſons of my formerAcquaintance, 
Compamons in my Vanity & Wickedneſs, expos'd 
thereto, tho? they were then living; & ſome of theſe 
I apprehended to be under one ſort, and others under 
auler ſort, of Torment, and they were to paſs from 
one 
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one kind of Tortures to another, till they had gone 
thro' all of them, and when they had gone thro? all, 
they were to be ſet at Liberty: And this was to be 
the whole of their Puniſhment tor their Sins. Amongſt 
theſe, there was One who had liv'd a very wicked 
and lewd Lite, & was born in the ſame (City and Street 
where I was, who alſo had been in France, and 
learwd the Language with me in the ſame Houſe, 
and afterwards, when I return'd from Portugal, He 
liv in this City; we were Aſſociates in Vice and 
Vanity. This Perſon I 1magin'd to have been in 
Chains, wreſtling and ſtriving to get himſelf free; by 
which he underwent a great deal of exquiſite Pain, 
and told me, That He had gone thro 2 great many 
Pains already, and was reſolv d to wade thro? this, and 
all others before him; that ſo at length he might be per- 
fectly and everlaſtingly free from all Miſeries. 

THESE Things I mention, the rather, becauſe 
T am verily perſwaded that the many Viſions and 
Voices among the Papiſts, which gave the Occaſion 
to the Belief and Eftabliſhment of their Purgatory, 
came from the ſame Author or Canſe, viz. a 4 
ſturbꝰd Brain, influenc d by a deceiiful and lying De- 
vil. Whilſt I was deſtitute of all Hope, and under 


fad Expectations of a compleat Ali ſery, the Gentlewo- 


man of the Houſe brought intomy Company a grave 
and ſerious Divine, to adminiſter Advice and Comfort 
to me; but I would admit of nothing of this: And 
whilft he wasexhorting me to believe, & to lay holid on 
Goſpel Grace : I told him, That nothing of it did, o 
could, belong to me, becauſe I had ſinn'd the Sin 4. 
gaiuſt the Holy Got. Under this Temptation to De- 
ſpair the Devil kept me, for ſome time, tho? I knew no- 
King of the Doctrine or Nature of that Sin. When I ſate 
by the Fi e, I fancy'd I ſaw ſtrange Sights in it; amongſt 
which methought I ſaw a Lamb under the Foot of an 
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(at. The baſe Interpretation I made of it was, that 
the Lamb was Jeſus Chrift, and the Cat the Devil: 
6 Hereupon aroſe this Thought in me, that the Devi; 
© | had prevail'd againſt Chrrif Feſus. Thus, for ſeve- 
Jt ral Weeks together, Day and Night, was I full of 
ed Deluſious, Diſtractiout and Blaſphemies. And my ve- 
ry external Senſes were deceiv'd, for I well remem- 
ber, that applying my ſelf to read in a Book I had 
taken up, I ſaw; as I apprehended, horrid Blaſpbe- 
mies in it; which made me preſently lay it aſide. 
But at length, thro* the Goodueſ of God, and by 
His Blaſing upon Phy/ick, a low Diet, and hard Keep- 
ing, I began to be ſomewhat quiet and compoPd in my 
Spirits; to be orderlyand civil in my Carriage and Con- 
verſe, and gradually to regain the Uſe of my Reaſon, 
and to be a fir Companion tor my Fellow Creatures. Be- 
ſide, Thad this Advantage by my being there, that 
I was freed from my former Allurements ro, and 
Companions in Sin; and hereupon I kept my ſelf ve. 
ry ſober and commendable in my outward Demeanour, 
I went not Abroad into any tempting Place or Socie- 
zy. I apply'd my ſelf to Things praiſe-wortby and 
profitable; as, to the reading of the Scriptures, with 
ſome kind of Serzouſneſs; and I had a Fancy to turn 
the Hiftorical Part thereof into Verſe, and made 
ſome Thouſands upon it, (ſuch as my dull Inventi- 
on would ſuggeſt) that many Paſlages of Holy Writ 
might be the better committed to my Memory. I 
got by Heart the whole Goſpel of St. Matthew, with 
leveral other remarkable Chapters, with Twenty One 
of the Pſalms in Meter ,, At. Whatever of this kind 
I apply*'d my ſelf to, I eaſily again d, & learnt by Ex- 
perience ſomewhat of theGoodneſs & Comfort of ſuch 
Exerciſes. I began now to ſavour ſomewhat the Mat- 
ters of Religion, and pray'd with the Gentlewoman 
in her Family, and conſtantly attended Publick Wor- 


ſhip. 


- 

; 
5 
. 
" 1 
T 
4 
N 

7 


64 The LIFE of the Reverend 


ſhip. I now contentedly fate under the Inſtruettomt of 
a Miniſter of Chriſt of the Preſbyterian Per ſwaſion, 
and ſeem'd to be well N with his plain and ſeri- 
ous Sermons, and to have an Eſteem and Value for 
his Perſon, I went uſually on the Wedneſdays from 
Glaſtonbury to Wells, to hear Mr. Stubbs, a plain, la. 
borious and affectionate Preacher; and fo demear'd 
my ſelf, that I was encourag'd by my pious Land- 
lady to propoſe my ſelf to Mr. Stubbs, in order to an 
Admiſſion to the Lords-Supper ; who examining me, 
and hearing the Account my Land- lady gave of me, 
entertain'd good Hopes concerning me, and per- 
ſwaded me to partake with them at the Table of the 
Lord Accordingly I made ſome Preparations, (but 
what they were I remeinber not) and ſo partook 
with them of the ſacred Elements. While I was re- 
ceiving, I preſum'd that the Blood of Chriſt was ap- 
ply'd to my Soul, and then I bewarPd my Sins, and a 
Senſe of them drew Tears from mine Eyes; I was 
alſo filbd with ſome Indignartion againſt my ſelf on 
the account of them; and I did in ſome manner 
purpoſe to renounce them; and did fo particularly 
recal, weep. for, and reſolve againſt, my belovad Sin 
of Wantonne(s, that, for ſome Time after this, as to 
all external Ations, I liv'd very commendably: But, 
in the mean Time, there was but little of Heart- 
work ; for I do not remember that I ever apply'd 
my ſelf ſeriouſſy to conſider the Depravity of my 
Nature, the Miſery of Sin, the Malice of the Devil, 
and the Dreadfulneſs of the Vrathb of GOD, to 
which I had ſo juſtly expogd my ſelf, that thereby I 
might have been led, the more effectually to reſolve 
againſt my Sins and carnal Indulgenctes. Neither 
did I compare the Good, the Peace, and the Comfort 
of the good Na. of GOD, wherein I then, as to ex- 
ternal Acts, in ſome Meaſure, walk'd, with the 
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Miſeries and Diſcomforts of the Ways of Sin; ſo as 
to be confirmꝰ and eſtabliſid in the Ways of Religi- 
on. I did not imploy any of my Thoughes, improv d 
not 4 Minute of my .Time, about theſe Things. Yet 
one would have Cooghe: that Experience, the Mi. 
ftreſs of Fools, ſhould effectually have taught r v 
ever to have dreaded and ſhnn'd my former = igal 
Courſes, and always to have lowd and have delighted 
in thoſe Ways and Duties in which I found fo much 
Peace and G. | 4 | 
BUT, alas! I ſoon grew weary of this Way of li- 
ving, and, in Proceſs of Time, I began to indulge 
to a vain Fancy, and a Defire to be Somebody in the 
World, and to recreate my ſelf only for Recreation's 
ſake. TI again tali d vainly, fooliſhly, and wantonly ; 
at leaſt, my Words had an impure Meaning as utter'd 
by me. I likewiſe return'd to my former Aﬀectati- 
on of Gallantry, which before had lain as a very heavy 
Burden on my Conſcience. Now my vain Companions 
were welcome to me again; and I gm d as before, &c. 
Inſomuch, that when I went to the Bath with the 
Miſtreſs of the Houſe, 1 fell into the Company of a 
Young Man, not known to me before, with whom I 
Ar at Tables, won ſome Money of him, and great- 
7 prided my ſelf in my iy Skill, and pleas'd my 
elf with my unlawful Gain: Thus I gradually went 
back to my former Courſes and Ways. 
HEREUPON, I greatly defir'd to return to 
Exeter, to our own Family, where were my old At- 
tractives to Sin and Folly, In a little Time I gain'd 
a Liberty of returning thither. But I had not been 
long in my native City till a cunning Devil, and a 
wicked Heart, brought me back tomy former Compan 
and Converſation. Then I returwd to that Vomit whic 
with ſo much Auguiſb and Horrour I had caſt up, and 
wallow'd again in the m_ from which I had ( exter- 
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nally, been waſh'd. Now I frequented Inns and Pla- 
ces of Delaucbery, and there I aſſociated with ſuch 
as haunted ſuch Rinſe, pay and drauk exceſſrely 
with them. I continu'd often late in tbe Night,8& ſome. 
times ſpent whole.Nights there: Infomuch;that after 
I had been in one of thoſe Places awhile, meeting with 
an Acquaintance of mine, and he diſcerning by my 
Countenance that I was dull and dejedted, demanded 
of me the Reaſon of mine untoward Aßpect; 1 impu- 
dently and daringly told him, that it was with 
watching, and playing, and drinking, the Night be- 
fore. Hereupon, he ſhook his Head at ane, caution- 
ed me againſt ſuch Cpyrſes, and told me Ithould;re- 
member what Miſery they had brought upon me al. 
ready, and that if I continu'd the ſame Practices, I 
might juſtly expect the, ſame Conſequences, This 
was a Perſon of whom I had Cauſe to ſuſpect, that 
he had zo Grace, and that he did not diſlwade me 


— — 
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ſrom my vicious Cous ſos either out of Zeal to G OD, 
that He might not ber diſhonour'd by me, or out of 


Lowe to my Soul, to prevent it's being damm d by ſuch 
aggravated Recidivations; but yet he had ſo much 
Regard to my rational and natural Good as to warn 
meagainſt zboſe Practices which were deſtructive there- 
to. But I was ſo unreaſonable and cruel to my ſel 
as to deſpiſe this Reproof and friendly Caution, and 
to put it off with an arrogant and impudent Reply. 
One Night, returning heme heated by my Intem- 
perances, I ofter'd ſome indecent Actions to a Pers 
fon with whom I had often been guilty of the ſame; 
but ſhe had then ſomuch Prudence and common Grace 
as to refuſe the Offer. l te 
THUS I fought again to commit thoſe Follies 
which I had fo ſolemuly, at the Sacrament with Tears in 
mine Eyes, with ſome Senſe of my Nee of the Blood 
of Chriit to cleanſe my Soul, renounc'd and reſold 
| | again 
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Courſe before I began to be'exceedin M4 1 to 


greatly 


grrour. 


Load of Gnilt which lay upon my Soul, Lappl yd my 


had done before to auorber of them at Ge 
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addreſs d my ſelf to the Minifter of our Pariſh, whom 
formerly I hated and deſpis'd; now deſiring to be 
admitted by him to the Lord's Table, and was wil. 
ling to paſs under an Examination from him; which 
was done accordingly, one of his Lay Elders ſtand- 
ing by. The Mentioning of which Officer would 
have rais d my Indignation, and have provoked me 
to a ſcornful. and Feriding Language, before my 
Cnvittions. Upon mine Examination, I wasallowd 


to Communicate with them at that Ordinance. But, 


all this while, my Grief of Heart, and Hurries of 
Soul, continu'd and encreas d. Yet amidſt all theſe 
Diſturbances of Thought and Mind would I approach 
the Lord's-Table. I ſate with much Confuſion during 
the Sermon and Prayer before it, and at the Sacra. 
ment, too during its Adminiſtration. But afterwards 
I was perplex'd with Apprehenſions of my having 
greatly injur'd my own Soul by ſitting there. I had 


Not ſo good a Frame of Soul as I ought to have had in 


receiving the Sacred Elements: J had not ſo deep a 
Senſe of my Sins, Unrighteouſneſs, and danming 
Guilt, as that Ordinance call d for: I did not believ- 
ingly rely upon the Merits of our Crucified and Dying 
Lord for Pardon, Grace, and Life. At this Sacra- 
ment, I fed, I fear, upon nothing but Bread and Vine, 
and did eat and drink to very little purpoſe. 

BUT notwithſtanding all did, all the CourſesI 
took, my Wounds feſter d, became more and more pu- 


triſyd and painful; and the Devil was again let looſe 


to become my Tormentor. And what more juſt and 
equal than that the Receiving the Devil again into my 
Houſe, ſwept and garniſÞ*d, as a Tempter, ſliould be 
requited by GOD's letting bim looſe upon me as a 
raring Lion, and leaving me to be the Butt of his Fi. 
ry Darts? 


THUS 
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THUS was TI again brought into a wretched and 
woful, into a miſerable and diſtracted Condition; goin 
up and down, perfectly neglecting my ſelf, wi 
my Cloths half on and half off : So that I was con- 
find to my Chamber, and the $:rimgs of my Draw- 
ert were cut off, leſt I ſhould make them the Inſtru- 
ments of Self-Execution, I was hurry'd with Varie- 
ties of borrid Deluſions and diſmal Fancies. An Aged 
Experienced Miniſter was ſent for; but I was in 4 
perfect Incapacity of receiving any Advice and 
Conſolation from and thought the Houſe would 
immediately have fallen down, and have cruſh'd 
him and us all; and I had ſo much Charity as to 
warn him of it. The great Thing which diſturb d 
and hurry'd me moſt, was my baſe and undecent Be- 
haviour towards a Perſon in our Family, and at length, 
under the troubleſome Workings ob my Thoughts 
about this Matter, I openly acknowledg'd my Impu- 
rities, and all my lewd and _—_ Alion, I had 
been guilty of, and the filthy Language I had often 
us d. This, to be ſure, could not but grieve, and 
fill with Shame, thoſe who were preſent (of whom, 
I think, my Motber was one). Thus I became the 
Publiſher of my own ſecret Wickedneſs, and a Blaxo- 
ner of ſuch horrid Deeds of Darkneſs: Thus I, who * 
would diſhonour and provoke GOD in ſecret, was left 
to diſgrace my ſelf and my Companion, and to 
make our ſelves odious, in publick. 

I had ſtrong Suggeſtions and Perſwaſions, that I 
had promis d her Marriage, and that therefore I was 
my to marry her; altho' I had formerly utter'd 
no ſuch Thing toher, nor ever intended it; but my 
Mind was greatly perplex'd about it: Thus, for 
ſome Time, I continu'd a Trouble and Diſturbance 
to all the Family, as well as a Torment to my ſelf.. 
Hereupon, Reſolutions were taken to remove me a 


Second 
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Second Time to Glaſtonbury , where I might be 
better ſecur'd from doing Miſchief ib my ſelf, and; 
by GOD's Bleſſing on the Means, be reduc's 
again toa Compoſedne(sand CalmneſSof Mind: To this 
End, my Friends procur'd a Coach for my better Con- 
veyance thither, and that my Diſtraction and Shame 
might be the more ſecurely hid from my Neighbours 
and Citizens. For it's natural to Sinners, with our 
Father Adam, to be more aſham'd of our Nakedneſ, 
than of eating the Forbidden Fruit; of GOD's Cafti- 
gations, than of our own Tranſgreſſions. But I would: 
not be perſwaded to a Removal, and I dreaded'a 
Coach, as that which, I thought, would convey me 


to Hell and Noc. No Arguments conld prevail with 


me, till ax dh at length promis'd to ride with 
me, whereby I was won upon, and ſo went into the 
Coach with her. , All the Time we were Travelling, 
my Mind was diſturb d with many fearful Appre benſi. 
ons and diſmal Expectations. I tancy'd that I was 
the Ruin of all who attended me, and eſpecially my 
Mother; and was afraid every Moment that Coach, 
Horſes and All would be born away in the Air, and 
carry'd to the Place of Torment, &c. A great many 
fooliſh Fancies and ridiculous Conceits difturb'd my 
Mind in the Way. Once I thought I ſaw the Pillars 
upon which the Earth is founded Ty ridiculous Fan- 
cy, much like that of Aſabomer's, who teaches, That 
it is upheld by the Horn of a great Bull). Under this 
Contuſion of Thought I grew unruly, and ſo was 
bound by thoſe in the Coach, and laid in the midſt 
of it. In theſe Bonds I came to have direful Appre- 
Lenſions of the Trath of GOD: I washereupon promp- 
ted ta bite off my Tongue, and (whichl1 deſire to men- 
tion with Trembling ) ſpit it in the Face of GOD: 
Which Thing I alſo attempted, thruſting my Tongue! 
between my Teerb I bit it very hard, with Reſoluti- 
ons 
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ons to bite it quite through, and that with a Diabo. 
ical Intention But the Lord graciouſly prevented 
ſo dreadful an Evil, and would not ſuffer me to force 
up my Under-Jaw with ſo much Strength as to bite 
it quite off GOD would preſerve that Tongue, the? 
it had been ſo ſinfully abus, and ſet on fire of Hell, 
that it might be exercig'd in the moſt glorious Employe 
ment, even to Preach His Ford and Celebrate His 
Praiſes. * | \ 3: 36% 

OVID ENCE at length ſafely conducted ns 
toGlaſtonbury, and to the- fame Houſe where T had 
been lodg'd before, and there they ſaw me again 2 
tremendous Object of GOD's Wrath; but they did 
not ſee what a curſed Subject I was of Blaſphemies, 
Deſpair, and StubborneS againſt GOD. They ſaw 
me as a Bull, kicking in the Ner of GOD's Figdes 
mente; but they did not ſee me (as in Effect T'was) 
a Devil, ſtorming and roaring in my Chains of Dark- 
neß, and raging againſt GOD, Man and my Self. 
Now I thought my ſelf in Hell again, and that all 
about me were Devils aud Exscutionert; and my 
Condition, for Blaſphemies, Deluſont, Deſpair, Hor. 
rour, Enmities and Temptations to Self-Alurther, &c. 
as before: Only now all theſe were attended with 
more dreadful Aggtavations. WEE. 

I was ſometime walking in the Garden, and then 
fancy'd my ſelf to be compleatlyfreed from Sin; and 
that hereupon I was vory pleaſing toGOD, and highly 
in His Favour: But while I ftrutted in this my fana- 
tical Cathariſm, there came a Thought into my 
Mind, which I was convinc'd was ſinful, and 2 
Breach of the Divine Lam; whereupon, I was ꝓre- 
ſently ſeiz d with an Apprehenſion, that all the Sa- 
crifices of all the Flocks and Herds of the Earth 
could never expiate the Guilt of that Sin; and herc- 
upon my proud Plumes tell. I with all the _— 
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may truly ſay, that it ever any Man knew, by a 
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ted Perfeftioniſts lay under the ſame Conviftion, ag 
they are impos'd upon by the ſame Deluſrons, 

ONCE, as Iwas ſitting at Meal, I took my Knifz 
into my Hand, with a Purpoſe to convey it to my 
Throat; but my gracious GOD would have the dead. 
ly Deſign prevented, by the Circumſpection of thoſe 
who ſate near me. | 

I again fell into the fooliſh and wicked Conceit, 
that it was in my Power to make GOD miſerable, 
and to rorment Him, forever; and it was in my ma- 
lignant Vill to do it. But then, I was perſwaded, if 
I ſhould prove his Tormentor, J muſt bring Torture: 
upon the whole Creation; and I was reſolv'd that I 
would do ſo. My deſperate Hatred of GOD deriv'd it- 
ſelf upon all the Creatures, and that I might be cry 
el towards Him, I would be ſo towards bem. But 
at length I was perſwaded that if I ſhould do 40 | 
ſhould vaſtly out. in the World of ſinful Hen and De- 
vile, and ſoexpole my ſelf to greater Degrees of Tor. 
ments than any I could inflict upon others: But nei- 
ther would this allay my Rage, or blunt the Edge of 
my Malice, againſt GOD. So that, hereupon, I 
might juſtly ſtile my ſelf, The Abaddon, the Appol. 
hon, and the pure and perfect 8 of GOD. And I 


fetly ſinful Experience, the cancred Hatred of the 
Devil againſt GOD, his murtherous Bloodineſs a- 
ainſt the Creature, and his 2 Rage againſt 
Nin ſelß I DID; and may, hereupon, well pro- 
nounce my ſelf to have been, in effect, a Devil in 
carnate. - 

At another Time I thought my ſelf to have been 
the Miſery and Torment of the Lord Feſus Chrift, 
and of all his Members, and determin'd to continue 
ſo to be. Thus I was the Crucifyer of Chrif afreſh, and 
the great Enemy and Perſecutor of his Church, N 
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T AT another Time, I ſuppos'd my felt to have 
as been mov'd by the Spirit of GOD to a certain Thing; 
he which I refusꝰd to ſubmit unto, and withall renouc'd 
Him, with a Deſign everlaſtingly to caſt Him off, and 
4 with a Reſolution never to bearken to, or comply with 
10 any of his Alatiuns more. Thus I grievd, reſiſted, ſtrove 
e 2zainſt, as I apprehended, and did Deſpite to, the 
C Spirit of Grace, And I have Cauſe to admire the in- 
i, bre Goodnefs of GOD, the boundleſs Merits of Chritt, 
„and the very great Latitude of the Ge that ſuch 
horrid and perfect Sins as theſe, with their tremendous 
Azeravations, ſhould be allow'd a Forgiveneſß. I can 
go thro? all the large Deſcription of Sin, ( Heb. 6. 4. 
6. 10. 29.) and ſay to every Particular, Thus bave I 
ſnd againft the SON of GOD; again# his Blood: 
Thus have I finn'd againft the HOLY-GHOST;z 
azainit his Gifts, Workings, and Motions, &c. And 
according to all I have yet heard, or read, concer- 
ning any Sinners, none eyer came ſo near to The Sin 
agaluſt the HOLT-GHOST, and mor commit it, as 
Ihave done: And, as far as I know, none can ap- 
proach nearer to it, and not commit it. So that Ihave 
more to ſay againſt my ſelf concerning this Siu, than 
any one who has been kept from it I know not 
how a Creature can fin moredeſperately than I did. 
How many have I heard of ſuſpected of having been 
guilty of the Sin againit the HOLT-GHOST, who never 
equalPd my Malice, much leſs it's Azpravations. And 
that which made my Sins not to be A might be the 
1 Want of ſome Degrees of Illumination, or of fome A 
m B22 towards the Goodneſs of the Ways of G ON, 
ths © and the Doctrine of the Goſpel, which are neceſſarily 
requir'd thereto: Or elſe, the Want of a Sedateneſs 


, x: , — 
— of Spirit, Compoſed Deliberation, and Clearneſs of 
. Light, which are neceſlary Concomitants of it. 
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I cannot imagine how a tempting Devil, a wicked 
and malignant Natme, back d aud itrengthen'd with 
a rebellious Life, and ſuch fearful Apoſtacies, could 
make me more ſinful againſt GOD than J had been: 
And yer GOD was pleas'd, after all theſe deſperate 
Wickedneſles of Head, Heart, and Will, to reſtore 
me to Pcace and Compoſure, and to give me a found 
Mind in a ſound Body: Which after 1 had enjoyed 
ſome Time in Glaſtoybury, 1 long'd to return to my 
Friends and R-lations, ſince I was now thought to 
de ſuſhciently diſpos'd to live comſortably amongſt 
them. My Deſires were granted me, and I return d 
again to Exeter; where, it might well be pretuntd, 
I ſhould now Jive the moſt watchful and mortified, 
the moſt diligent and laborious, the moſt religious 
and godly, the moſt fruitful and inining Lite, ot a- 
ny in the World; having had ſuch an Experience of 
the Greatneſs of the Evil of Si, iu it's {elt and it's 
curſed Deſerts. But all cannot make a Man a true 
Convert, a real Saint, a loyal Servant, of the A 
Hizh, without the efficacious Operation of the Holy 
Sprrir. Fifa 

FOR, notwithſtanding all theſe Things that I 
have recorded, I remain'd vain and carnal, did not 
e:ideavour to ſearch my Heart, to enquire into my 
State God-ward, to diſcover whether I had any E- 
vidences of Grace, or any Marks of the Nen- Creature. 
I did not apply my felt to any of the ſpiritual Works 
of a Chriſtian; but contented ary ſelf with ſome ex- 
ze-ntl Reformation, and a Phariſaical Religion; and 
ſtill have Cauſe to believe, that my Heart was but 
as 2 Room ſwept and garniſb by ſome Convictions 
and Horrours of Mind, and ſome fine Reſolutions; 
and ſo was prepar'd for the Re-enterance of the Un- 
clean Spirit, and that I was not fortity'd againſt him 


by auy fecial Grace, or Tudweling of the Spirit of 


600. FOR 


I had 
he fore 
tied ii 
Hurri 
upon 
the 11 
paſs d 
ent a 
per{w:; 
had a 
in the 
we we 
{lratio 
Hou! 
I was 
Hy to | 
Horſe | 
the mol 
to turn 
like. 
A 
Cread ty 
lerable 
travelli 
every 8 
length : 
pen, 1 
ted to tl 
eat 1¹ 
litch up 


73 

FOR after a little Time, I began to be fooliſh 
and licentious as before, and to return to my for- 
mer extravagant Courſes. But GOD, as I remem- 
ber, did not permit me to relapſe, and tall ſo fouly 
2s I had done betore: Or, at leaſt, He did not ſufter 
me to continue long in this fad and ſinful Condition 
{ had again fallen into: For it was but a little Space 
before I began to be greatly troubPd in Mind, terri- 
ſied in Conſcience, and was brought under turbulent 
Hurries, &c. Which my Friends perceiving, look d 
upon theſe. Things as the Symptoms and Earneft of 
the like Miferies and Troubles which I had before 
paſs d thro? and therefore they thought it conveni- 
ent a Third Time to ſend me to Glaſtonbury, I was 
perſwaded thereto by a Brotber-in-Law, for whom I 
lad a very great Valne and Aﬀection; who, calliug 
in the Ajiiſrance of a Servanz, rode with me. While 
we were upon the Road, my Temptations and Di- 
{lrations encreas'd; and I had ſtrong Impulſes, that 
[ {honld by no means proceed in that Journey; for 
I was leading as a Fool to rhe Stocks, or as a Maleſa- 
tor to his dreadtul Execution. Hereupon, I left my 
Horſe to go where he would, aud as he pleas'd, for 
tie moſt part; only ſometimes I would ute the Reins 
- turn him out of the Way, upon Banks, and the 
Ke. 

A T this Time, diſmal were my Conceptious, 
acadtul my Expectations, and inevitable and into- 
lerable was my fancied Execution, if I proceeded 
travelling tomy Journey's En'. Sothat, in effect, 
every Step of my Horſe was a Stab tomy Heart. At 
length, coming by a Field, the Gate of which was o- 
pen, I rude into it; and there being earneſtly renpr- 
Weed to throw my felt off the Horſe with a Deſigu to 
Vet my Neck, I did caſt my ſelf from it. I did not 
uch upon my Head, but 5 down upon my = 
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and Shoulder; and fo, by the Providence of G OD, 
was preſerv'd, not only from breaking my Neck, 
but from the breaking of any Bones; yea, from the 
leatt Hurt. My Company could not but be greatly 
troubl'd at this; but being not far from Houſes, they 
conducted me into one: But there I began to rant, 
grew very unruly, fought with, and did beat, the 
Servant, &c. However, at laſt, T was convey d the 
third time toGlaſlonbury, to the ſame Houſe where! 
had been twice before. There 1 was again as outra: 
pious and furious, as deſpairing and deſperate, as for- 
merly. I was a Triumph to Devils, an Abhorrency to 
Angels, an Abomination to GOD, a Conſternation to a 
about me, and nothing but Depravity and Stn, bu 
Horrour and Madneſs, in my ſelf. | 

BUT yet after tome Time I had been there, b 
Low- keeping and Phyfck, GOD was pleas d, after al 
my repeated Provocations, to reſtore me to Peace al 
Serenity, and the regular Uſe of my Reaſon. Pm 
dence hereupon might have prompted me to a pen 
tal Abode in that Place, where, by the Uſe of Ph 


tlewoman of the Houſe, J had thrice been recover 
from my Miſery and my Madneſs; but I was ben 
upon 2 Return to Ereter; and thither I went, ani 
quietly and peaceably arriv'd at the City of my N 
tivity, where I had my Education, and a Convel 
with my intimate Friends and Relations. 


THUS have Igiven you a brief Narrative of 
wicked wretched LIF, of a Life full of daring Crime 
again GOD, and viſited with dreadful Fudement:! 
GOD , which was continwd home to the Age of Tue 
ty Tide Tears, or thereabont : Tho? I deſerv'd eithe 


that then GOD ſhould have cut me off, and have ſe 


me to Hell, az having been prepar'd tor it, if ev 
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Sinner was; of that I ſhould have been /-fe all the 
Remaining Part of my Life to the Power of ile Devil, 
the Sway of my Luſts, and the baſe Practice of my 
Crimes, and ſo to have encreasd mine eternal Tor- 
ments every Minute of my future Continuance on 
Earth. Yet, ſuch was the finite and marchle/5 Food- 
eſs of GOD, ſuch his incomparable and wonderful 
Grace, ſuch tlie Riches of the Aſeriis of CHRIST, 
ſuch the Prevalency of his Interceſſinn, that here there 
was a Period put to my rebellious and ungodly Courſes, 
tho' not to my Life ! He has (bleſſed be his Name]!) 
lengthemd out my Days, that I might imploy my 
felt in Holy Duties, 1n reading good Books, in keeping 
good Company, 1n hearing good Sermons, and eſpecial- 
ly in praying conſtantly and earneſtly in ſecret to my 

GOD, that ſo in the Uſe of rbeſe, by his Grace and 
Spirit, I might be brought out of a State of Nature 
into a State of Aloption; and thus mine innnmerable 
and aggravated Sins might be pardowd, my Crimſon 
and Scarlet Sins made whiter than Suom ani Wool 
that my racking and tormenting Conſcience might 
be quieted by the Blood of the LAMB, and that my 
ſtrong and powerful Luſte might be ſubdu'd and re- 
nounced; and that I might forſake and flee from the 
Sins I was addicted and accuſtom to. 

FOR, I believe, from this very Time I may be- 
gin my Seeking after GO), and a Continuance in 
that Search till I found Him: For tho? I can tell 
neither the Miniſter, nor the Sermon whereby, nor the 
very Time wherein, I was converted, yet, I bleſs GOD! 
I can ſay, Iam what I was not + I am quite eontrary to 
what I was in * Tears of my Life, both in my 
Fudament, P eart, and my Converſation. GOD 
was pleas'd, by the Terrours of my Conſcience, by 
my dreadful Convictions, by the Streamings, as it 
were, of the Lake of Fire and Brimſtous thro my 
Soul, to drive me from Six and Hel. AFTER 
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AFTER ſome Time, my Brorber-in-Law having 
a Nephew going tor Oxford, it pleasd GOD ſo to or- 
der it, that I had a ftrong Inclination to accompa- 
ny him thither, and by his good Providence my In- 
clination was gratity*d; where I met with one who 
had been an Acquaintance of mine in my Days of 
Prodigality, who, at that Time, was well nigh as 
vile as my felt; but nom, being convinc'd of the E- 
vil of Sin, and deeply hnmbPd for his extravagant 
Courſes, he betook himſelſ to an Academical ſtudious 
Lite. With which being pleas'd, and recommend- 
ing the fame to me, he begatin me ſome kind of In. 
clination to it. Inſomuch, that when I return'd 
back to Exeter, my Deſires towards the Univerſity 
continu'd; and communicating my Thoughts about 
iteto One 6t our Mixiſters, he approv'd of the Project, 
and encourag'd me in it. Hereupon I propos'd it to 
my Alor her; and ſhe, like a very good and tender 
Parent, willing to do any Thing for my Advantage, 
conſented I ſhould go to that Place of Learning 
and Education; and the promis'd me a handſome & 
comfortable Allowance during my Stay there. Then 
were my Reſolutions fixt, and the Time of my De- 
parture towards that Place agree'd on. But whilſt 
I was preparing for my Journey, a Thonght came 
into my Mind, that it was againſt the Will of GOD 
that I {hould go thither, and, if I did, my Way would 
bg perverſe before Him, and I might expect an Exciſi- 
on before I reach'd my Journey's End. Yet was I 
reſolv'd to go; which was a great Wickedneſs under 
ſuch a Ferſwaſion, and yet, as I remember, I went 
to the Sacrament without any particular Repenrance 
for this Sin, and fo travell'd towards the Vniverſity. 

WELL might wile and underſtanding Men pre— 
fume, that little Good, or bleſſed Fruit, would iſiue 


from ſuch an Undertaking, ſince I was a Perſon 2 
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ſo many Years | about 25 0 26 |, of ſo little Gram- 
ar-Learning, and withal ſtill fomewhat melancholy, 
and ſo much indiſposꝰd for an Academical Inſtruction. 
They might juſtly have derided ſuch a Project, and 
conclude, that I thould return as very a Dunce, and 
altogether as unfit tor any kind of Imployment, as 
when I t went up; and more eſpecially for that 


moſt awful, bleſſed, and glorious of all Functions, 


the Sacred Miniſtry. 


BUT notwithitanding all theſe Diſadvantages, I 


went to the Univer/ity, and the Time of my Stay 
there I may well call a bleſſed and ſucceſstul, a hap- 
py and beneficial Period of my Lite. 

BY GOD's Hand upon me, Iarriv{ ſafely at Or- 
tid, and was enter d a Gentleman-Commoner in Pem- 
brook-College, in the ſame Station, and the ſame Col- 
legs with my Friend before-mention'd, who by his 
Example and Encouragement allur'd me thereto. 
Where I ſpent full Seven Tears, in Time, One Montl.“ 
Interval only excepted, which I ſpent at the End 
of 4 compleat Years, ina Journey into the Ven, to 


viſit my Parents and my Friends; and all the reſt 


of my Time, bie only excepted, was ſpent in the 
Univerſity, in a cloſe Application to my Study; aud 
I was the more diligent, becauſe ſo many Years had 
already been altogether miſpent. 

[ ſtudied as diligeutly, tho I do not ſay as ſucceſs- 
fully and profitably, as any did in my Time. Here T 
lad my Friend's Tutor for mine, a Blind Man, yet 
a pretty good Scholar, and, as to his Degree, a Aa- 
ter of Arte. He was very fit to be my I:{tr«tor. He 
came daily to my Chamber, Here I began to reco- 
ver my Grammar-Learning, and within ſome Time 
could read the Latine Pets and Clafick Authors, and 
underſtand them tolerably well. I learnt the 
Greek Tongue, could underſtand A4urbors that have 
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written in that Language. I read many Volumes 
of Latine Authors, eſpecially Divines, ſuch as Zanchy, 
Camero, Parens, &c. and Greek Hiſtorians, as Thu- 
ci-lydes, Herodotus, &c. I alfo {et my ſelf to learn 
the Hebrew, I had a Alaſter, who trequented my 
Chamber to teach me the udiments of it; which tho 
I found very difficult and tedious, very jejune and ſap- 
leſs, (For ſince 1 had for awhile ſtudy d Things, and, 
as I conceiv d, excellent Nsrions, (having gone thro? 
Rhetorique, Logick, Phyſicks, Ethicks, and Sylternes of 
Divinity) now to beat my Brains about Words and 
Terminations, was lor ſome time grievous to me.) 
yet I apprehending it very »ſeful tor the attaining 
that End for which I defigid all my other Studies, 
which was the Knowledge of Divinzry, I waded thro' 
that Difficulty, and got ſome conſiderable Inſight 
into it; inſomuch that now IT have read the Hebrew 
Bible ſeveral Times thro'. Thzs I mention not to 
boaſt of my Learning (tor Jam fatisty*d I have very 
little), but to magnify GOD's wonderful Goodneſs to- 
wards me, that He ſhould ſo compoſe my Head, and 
give ſuch a Soundneſs to my Mind, after my out. 
ragious Madneſs and fearful Diſtractions, as to capa. 
citate me for ſerious and ſedulous Study, and for re- 
ceiving that Knowledge I attain'd. It is aſtoniſhing 
Kindneſs that GOD thould fo admirably preſerve 
my Health in ſuch a ſedentary and unactive Lite, 
(for I took as little Recreation as any Man) whereas 
all my former Days had been ſpent in vain Rovings, 
in fooliſh Sports and Recreations, for in many Years 
tozetherI never apply'd my felt to any ſerious Aft- 
fair. 

] was not, I bleſs GOD! all this Time I continu- 
ed in the Univerſity, negligept of my precious Soul, 
ncither did I forget my GOD, but took proper and 
competent Time tor my Diſcharge of ſecret Duties. 
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I .onſtantly attended upon (appel Devotions, ſpent 
a great deal of Time in reading ot Practical Writings, 
and examining my felt by them. I frequented 
Li. Conaut's Lecture on Fridzys in the Morning, 
and Or. Harris's Catechetical Lecture on Tueſ- 
days, which that excellent and grave Divine read in 
his Catechiſing ot Young Lads. I alſo attended on 
the Lecture of the Canons of Chriſt i. Cbureb, on Thu: ſ- 
days, in their own Chappel. So that I thank my 
GOD from the Bottom of my Heart, that I went 
to Oxford when there were fo many Sermons preach d, 
and ſo many ec:cellent, Orthodox, aud practical Di- 
vines, to preach them, 

WE had allo many very good Sermons preach'd at 
Sr. Mary's, by the Doctors and Biafters of Arts, Mr. 
Hickman was our ſtated Preacher, on LoriPs-Days, at 
dr. Olives, juſt by ow College, on whoſe Ainiſtry 
I conftantiy waited. 

THEN Religion was in its Glory in the Uni- 
ve ſity, and was, 2 QVALIFICATION for 
Reſet and Advancement, Mloſt ot our Halls and Col- 
leger had religious Governours; fo had ours, who was 
Dr. Langley, 2 Perſon greatly favouring and encou— 
taging ſuch as liv'd in the Fear of GOD. He fre- 
quently adminiſter'd the LorPs-Supper to a ſelect 
Number of his Collegiates, among whom I was One: 
Ialſo receiv dit from Mr. Hickman In our College- 
Hall, every Ld Day in the Evening before Supper, 
we had a Repetition of Sermons, and ſlemn Praver, by 
the Vice Pysſident, or ſome one or other of the Fellows. 
Ey which means the College was kept in very good 
Order on that Day. Beſide which, after Sup- 
per, all Collegiate Duties having been diſpatch'd, 
Three or Four hopetul religious Lacs came to my 


Chamber; and with them 1 was wont to repeat and 
pra: | 


M BUT 
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BU T when King Charles II. came in, and a Change 
w-s made in the Univerſity, and our Doctor turmd out, 
all Reperitions in the Hall were put down, and my 

rd, 


private one in my Chamber could not be endu 


neither could theſe tew Young Men be permitted to 
A Reformation this, which did not 
I had allo a great deal 
oi Religious Acquaintance both in the Unzverjty 
and the City, among the Students and Townſmen 
by praying and converſing with whom now and 
then, I doubt not but I gain'd much ſiritual Advan. 


come near me. 
well deſerve that Name! 


tage to my Soul, 


ſo: ic kind o. Temptation from the Devil, J had fe 


vera] Times very diſtinct Dreams, and ſuch as I 
could make a very religious and profitable Inter- 
pretation of; but I ſetting my ſelf to interpret them, 
and taking ſome Tune to write them down together, 


with their leaning, as I apprehended it to be; 1 
found them to encreaſe upon me, that had I fol. 
low'd that Courſe a little longer, I might have ſpent 
moſt of my Time dreaminely about Dreams, Where: 
fore I ceas'd to take ſuch an Exact Notice of them, 
and to make fuch Obſervations about. them, as [I had 
before done; ard then, as I remember, my dream: 
ing Fancies concluded, This I look'd upon w_ 
tation to the Afjimploying my Time, which might 
have been much better and more commendably im- 
rov'd. 

WHEN 1 was upon my Knees in ſecret Prayer in 
my Cloſer, (tor T had a Chamber and Study entire to 
my felt) I hearing a vatling Noiſe behind me, fan- 
cyd (and J believe it was but 4 Fancy) that the 
Devil was coming to do me a Miſcheit; which for 


the preſent put me into a great Fear; but, I bleſs 
G OD 


W HI LEI was thus emdelliſhing my Aind with 
Len nine, ang my Heart with Grace, I met with 
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GOD!) it drove me not from my Knees, nor made 
me in the leaſt to thorten my Duty, but I pray d a- 
way Fear, and pray'd my ſelf into a compos'd and 
undaunted Frame of Spirit before I concluded. 

AT another Time, as I was walking up and down 
my Chambec on a Lord . Day, juſt after the Eveu- 
ing- Sermon, to reflect ſeriouſly upon the Particulars 
ot that Diſcourſe, and to apply them to my own 
Heart, I all of a fuddain had the Image, or Repre- 
ſentation, of a Woman impreſsd either on my Ima- 
g1:4tion, or on the Organ of Viſion; the Woman was 
then alive, and in Pri:on, (but, I think, condemn'd) 
for Killing her Baſe Child, with whom I had foine- 
times been, to exhort her to repent, and to {hoy her 
in the beſt manner I could, the Way to Pardon und 
Life. This did at firſt a little ſtartle me; but till 
I went on with my Meditations; aud tho' I have 
Reaſon to think, that the Devil had a hand in this 
to diſturb and diſtract me, yet ali ended in Peace 
and Sedateneſs. 


BUT another Temptation attended me, which 


I judge more dangerous than auible Voices, 
and vifible Spectrums; which was this. The Devil, 
perceiving me ſo even aud conſtaut in my Hours and 
Days of Devotion, ſuggeſted to me, that by rbeſe I 
did diſbonour Chrift, and place my Duties in bis ſtead, 
and therefore I ſhould wave them, in great meaſure, 
and truſt alone to the Merits of Chriit tor Acceptance 
and Salvation, and fo 2lorify the Lord Feſus. Which 
Suggeſtion I was enabled to baffle and ſuppreſs, by 
conſidering, that I did too much diſlonour Chriit, and 
did not glorify him as I ought, therefore was reſolv d 
ſtill to continue in my Way of Duty, that I might get 
more Grace to bonour Him the more. Whereupon the 
I Ienptatios became iueſfectual, and Satan could not 


prevail to withdraw me from my Duty. 
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—— 


DESIGNING and refolving, by GOD'S Aft. 


ſtance, for the Ain:feria! Calling, if He ſhould 


grant me Life and Abilities ; I zpply'd my felt to 


the Compoſing of Serimous, and found GOD wouder. 


fully athiſting and enabling me; inſomuch that my | 


Meditations upon Three Texts filbd a pretty thick 


Volume in Huarto. By this I was greatly encoura- | 


ged in my Keſolution. 2 
UPON the Return of King Charles to England, the 
Biſhops regaining their Power, (πν tu to Ceremo- 
mics, Subſcriprion to Articles and Cauous, were re- 
quired ot fach as would take upon them the 
Alinifterial Function. Hexeupon, I thourht it ne- 


ceſſary to ſtudy the Com troderſis in relation to theſe | 


Things; wich l endeavour to do with all the In- 
purtiality potiible. I fought GOD by conſtane Pray- 
er, for his Direction in this imp»rtzat Cafe, I alſo 
apply d my fclt to the Reading and Studying of 
Books Pro and Cov. And after my moſt ſerions 
Peruſal of Mr. Hooters Eccleſſaſtical Policie, Mr. Sprint 
and Burgeſs tor the Ceremonies and Conformity, and 
Mr. Caleſpie, Mr. Pau] Bayn, and Mr. Amer, againſt 
theſe Ihings; upon the moſt mature Deliberation, 
and ſerious Weiching of matters, I concluded it was 
my ſafe Way not ti Conform - And I was perſwaded 
I ſhould fr if I conform d. and that I ſhould wot fin 
if I forbore it. Hereupon, I was reſold that I 
would not ſubſeribe to the Diſcipline, to ſome of the 
Docfrines, in the Common-Prayer-Book. nor yet to the 
Uſe ot the Ceremonres of the Cinch of Eygland; tho'l 
knew I could not get Preterment without ſuch a On 
”mity, And I was alfo fatisty'd, that by my Dif: 
ſent ] ſhould difentt my Mother and all my Near Re- 


lations, who were perfectly prejudic'd againſt Per 
brrerv and Nonconformity, aud throughly devoted to 
the Ebi ſcopal Way and Intereft, But n 
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all Diſcouragements of this kind, I kept my Reſolu- 
tim of being a Miniſter, and of Preaching the 
Word. 
B V my thus Studying the Controverſy between 
thoſe of the Preſbyterian and Prelatical Way, I be- 
cainc very moderate in my Sentiments, and gain'd 
2 charitzble Opinion of thoſe who Conformd; 
having ſeen how many plautible Arguments and 
P!cas they had for their Practice; which made me 
believe, that many of them did, with a good Conſci- 
ence, and from Conviction, that, which if I had 
dine, I knew, and was perſwaded, I ſhould have 
fy in Hing. From whence I am inclin'd to ſup- 
paſe, That thoſe Perſons who are fo very unclarita- 
bie and fierce, (as, we find, many are againſt each 
oth or in that unbarpy Controver /, „ are either but lit. 
fle rend in theſe Debates, or they ſufter their Pitereſt 
or P:fions, withour their Fudgments, or againit them, 
t excite them to imploy their Tongues in ſcurrilous 
R-wilings, or their Hands in per ſecuting the Contrary- 

minded. | 

Dr. Laugly having by the King's Viſitors been diſ- 
plac d from his being Alaſter of the College, the Eldeſt 
Fellow was introduc d. He ſeem'd then to have no- 
thing of Learning or Civility, whatevet he had when 
he was in the College. It he had any Learning before, 
it look d as if he had left all behind him, or had 
dropp'd it in his Careers, for he was fam'd tor a great 
acer, 
ONE Morning, if I miſtake not. it was on the 
Lord. Day, our Chaplain (a pious and gracious Per- 
ſon, who had an excellent Gift of Prayer) havin 
prayd in a very affecting Way, and that largely, 
with the moſt proper Language and Heavenly latter, 
and with more than ordinary Elevation of Soul; this 
nem Alaſter, then in the Cappel, aſſoon as the other 


had 


223 
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had concluded his Prayer, ranted, and uuwortaily 
revil d him, taxing him with Pride and Impudence, i 


that he thought his own rautolggical Prayers and crude = 


Notions better than the Common. Prayer. Thus he 
treated him with a great deal of Paſſion and Viru- 
lency of Language before all the Scholars preſent, 

At which I was aſtoniſh'd, and trembl'd ; becauſe I 
apprehended all theſe Reproaches to have been caſt 
upon the Spirit of Prayer, by whom that Perſon had 
been fo eminently aſſiſted: For the Chaplain told 
me, that he remember'd not that his Heart and Suul 
were ever ſo much affected in any Duty he had per- 
form'd before in the Chappel as at that time. Little 


do Perſons, who reproach ſuch Ways of Praying, con- 


ſider on whom their ſcurrilous Reflection do ultimate - 
ly light. 
THIS Chaplainthus unhandſomely treated, and 
his pious Prayers thus baſely derided, and he diſ- 
charg*d from his Office, the Old Gentleman, but new 
Maſter, undertook the Chaplain's Place, brought up 
the Common-Prayer-Book into the Deſk, and there 
read it: The Novelty whereof was enough to ſtarrle 
us, and I am fure it did me: And griev'd I was to 
ſee a Prayer read, as a School. Boy reads his Leſſon, in- 
Read of the Powring out of ſuch warm Prayers as we had 
been accuſtom'd to. But that which did more eſpe- 
cially offend us, was his irreverent manner of Rea- 
ding it; which was with incredible Swiftneſi and con- 
fut d Rapidity : So that I never heard it read fo ill 
in all iny Time, as faras Ican remember. A Man 
would have been tempted to think, that he had been 
running a Race, rather than preſenting of a Pray- 
er to GOD in the Chappel. 

WHICH rndecent Carriage of his did ſo greatly 
grieve and diſturb me, that I was juſt ready to 
take up a Reſolution never to frequent the Prelati- 


cal 
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ca! Aſſemblies tor Worthip more. Whereupon I ad- 
drels'd my ſelf to Mr. Hickman, and laying before 
him what had ſo greatly oftended me, and my Pur- 
poſe thereupon; he ſmilingly reply'd, I ſee you are 
ſo far from the Danger of Conformity, that you are in 
danger of being a Scparatiſt. Said he, Go read 
Ar. Ball again Can. I follow'd his Advice, got 
the Book, and ſtudy'd it. Upon which, I was con- 
vinc'd, that I might lawfully join with the Aſemb. 
lies of the Church of England in their Worſhip, as lo 
as I was not ave in any Thing I ſcrupld, An 
this is what I did *till we had a legal Toleration, And 
T hope I may ſay, that I had the Sptrit of GOD mo- 
ving upon my Soul when I join'd in the Common: Pray- 
er, But had it not been for the Prudence of mine 
Inſtructors, the prophane Miſdemeanour of that Per- 
— in his reading the Service of the Church, might 
ave driven me to an utter Abhorrence of it. 
AFTER the Change made in the 8 — 
uch, 


found the Conſtitution and the Manners of it 

as no way ſuited a Perſon of my Principles, Perſwaſe- 
on, and Inclinations; therefore reſolv'd to leave it. 
So I got my Name ſtruck out of the College-Book, and 
laid afide my Gentleman-Commoner's Gown. I had 
no Degree all that Time. I was loth to take the 
Degree of a Batchellour of Arts at my Age leſt I ſhould 
be a Deriſion to the Voung Lads; but hop'd to have 
gotten that and the Degree of Maſter of Arts accumu- 
latively at the End of Seven Years: But juſt before 
that Time came, ſuch an Alteration was made in the 
Univer/ity,and ſuch Terms required to gain a Degree, 
that I could not comply with them. Hereupon, I re. 
tird to a very good private Chriſtian's Houſe, 
where I continued Two Months, or thereabouts, be- 
foreI left Oxford. Thus left it, (having ſpent ſe- 
veral Hundreds of Pounds there) with little Learn- 


ing. 


= 
ing, and no Degree; but yet I bleſs GOD daily, & 
I hope alway: ſhall, tor my Education there. 
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BU f betore I quite leit it, knowing what 
Temptations I thould meet with ixom my Friends 
upon the account of my Ar ruiiciples of Now confor- 
mity, I deſir'd ſome ot my devout and religious Ac- 
quaint ipce to keep a Fait with me, and for me: 
W hich we accordiugly did at the Houſe of one Mrs, | 


. Elizabeth Hampton, a very poor, but excellent Chi. 


n. Where having been recommended to the | 
Grace, Protection, aud Conduct of tae Blefled GOD, 


J lett the Univer ſety, 
THEN I came to EXON, the Place of my Nati- 
vity, to live again with my Friends audRelatives; a- 
mong whom I had ormerly been exceedingly wicked, 


and horribly diſhonouc'd GOD; been a malicrous E- 


nemy to theI'rofeſſours of Religion and God/rneſs,and did 
what I could to promote Prophaneſs and Debaucherie, 
But now, before all my Friends and the whole Ci. 
ty, my 600 (bleſled be his Holy Name!) would 
make me a Reparrer of his Diſhonour, by a practical 
Renonncing ot my er toolith Principles and A- 
ddions, and a Promoter and Eucourager ot thoſe good 
ones, which T beicre decry'd and vility®d | 

AFTER I had been ſome Time at home, and 
had kept cloſe to GOD in Dvty, and cloſe to my 
Book in Study, by GOD's good Providence I was 
call'd forth to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, but very 
privately and in a great deal of Danger, becauſe of 
the AC T againſt Convenricles, Audi this Work I 
found great and eminent A/i/tance trom GOD, and 
very gord Acceprance from his People. has 7 
FROM the Time that I firſt went to Oxford I 
have been greatly addicted to, and delighted in, a 
conſtant and ſedulous Reading ot Books; and have 
not ft, but rather encreas d that Knowledge which 
I attain'd in the Unzverfiryz and J have — 
that 


—— — 


tlat 
been 
I lea! 
cret 
light 
fore 1 
occur 
has n 
11 
well! 
wich 
GOD 
begar 
ceasꝰ 
Lord”. 
lick ( 
m the 
join 
the &⸗ 
of the 
which 
(Hure, 
fulneſs 
of Pa 
7 O 
in 92 
But 7 
thoſe 1 
trom t 


dai d, 


bleſs C 


— 9 


1 


Mr. GEORGE TROSSE. 99 


that the beit Studying is on our Knees : For I liave 
been taught move Divinity upon my Knees than ever 
learnt by reading Orthodox Writers - And in my ſes 
cret Devotions I have been perſwaded of, and en- 
lighten d in, ſuch Notions and Truths as I never be- 
fore met with elſewhere, tho afterwards they have 
occurr'd to me in ſeveral excellent Authors; which 
has not a little pleas'd and confirm'd me. 21 
THEY who formerly knew me in our City might 
well ſay, He now eg and prays thoſe Things 
which before he deftroy.Jd. And they have glorify'd 
GOD in we aud for me : And from the Time I firſt 
began to preach the Goſpel among them I have not 
ceas'd to this very Day. Nevertheleſs, upon the 
Lord s-Day, I ſtill went with my Mother to the Pub- 
lick (for we had a very good practical Preacher 
in the Pariſh, on whom we conſtantly attended). 
[ join'd in the Service of the Liturgy, but never in 
the Sacrament of the Lord*s-Supper, and that becauſe 
of the Poſture of. Genuſlexion, about the Lamfilueſ ot 
which I could not arrive at any Satisfaction. Some 
Charch-Men undertook to convince me of the Law- 
filneſS of this Geſture, but, after ſeveral Sheet 
of Paper had paſs'd between us, they left my 
ir Objection unanſwer d, and rather - we me 
in my Sentiment than perſwaded me of a Hiſtake x 
But yet I never did, and hope fhall not, 'condemi 
thoſe who uſe it; neither would I ever Keep any 
from the Sacrament for their Kneelins at it. Here- 
upon, I always aſſociated with the Non-Conformiſts in 

that Ordinance. | | 
THUS Icontinmd preaching for ſome few Years, 
vith the greater Security and the leſs Obſervation, 
becauſe few, or none, knew me to be a Perſon Or- 
deimd, or ſuſpected me to have been a Preacher, I 
dleſs GOD, I met with great Encouragement a- 
| G N broad, 
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cd, were the Ways of GOD. With a ſad 
a. dejoded Spirit did 1] walk up and down amidſt their 
eager Oppoſitions ; but GOD itiil upheld me; fo l 
kept wy Ground, and receded not from what J 
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broad, but with as great t Diſtour: gement at home, 
Some of my Retarions were very looſe aud propbane, 


Gthers moral ard civil; but all (nd chiefly the lat) 


eontrasy to e and my Ways, which, I am perſwad- 
eart and 


thought my Duty. My ftudious, pious, and blame- 
leſs Converſatiou gain d me ſome Reſpect among them, 
at leaſt hinder'd a full Piſcovery of their Diſteſßed 


and Contempt; only now and then, in our Debate, 


Pailipns wo ald ariſe. 
Mr. Lins, à worthy Nor babe Miniſter ' 
our City, was very earneſt with me to enter u 
the A by a folemn Ordination. At fir 1 
found ny ſolf not much incliiod to it: But at length, 
hen the CORPORATION -ACT came abroad, 
the Deſigu of which was to drive. all Non-Conformiie 
Millers trom all Corporations and their Beneficer, 
ſo that thoſe of our City would: be forcfd to (depart, 
or to contirne with great Privacy either in their owl 
or their Friends thouſes, Iconſented to au Ordination 
that ſo, in the Ahſence af thoſe Miniſers, I might bot 
preach & adminiſter otherO-denances feel), & wit hon 
S1pterin to the U Diſſenting Laity among us. Here 
upon, I. took: a Journey to Soerſer, and there, wit 
Iwo more; was ran? by Five or Six able and pt 
Nt Nivines Thele Perſons heard our Thefes, examin( 


us-ftrictly in foine dige, Points in Divinitie, al 


then we deliver d cur Cn of Faith ʒ and ſo the 
procecded toordain us. Mr. Joſeph Allein of Tant, 
was the Perſon N Hh re at that Sblæmmih). 

AN here l muſtconfeſs, chat: I enter'd ups 


"A Miniſtry too rallily, not duely canſidering tht 


Weight and 'mportznce of the Work, hor the Tenif 
tations VV Hic 11 attc 110 that: $lorigus Fun@ion, Or uu la 
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Gitts and Grac es are requiſite for the due Diſcharge 
of it: For had 1 more throughly and ſeriouſly pon- 
Gerd theſe Things, as I have often ſ11d, 1 ſhovid 
never have advcatur'd to engage ju lo 22 an A/ 
alr. 
FP M Y Ordination Was kept from tle Knowledge of 
the oppofire Party for ſome Lime, and only known 19 
orbers by my Performing all the Miniſterial Acts 
I contumi'd abaut Twenty Tears preaching. tic 
Word, and adminiſtring the Sacrament of rhe Lord u- 
Supper. [| preaci'd ance every Week, and admini— 
ſtred the Sacrament every Alonth, in the midſt of 
violent Perſecurions, iu private Houſes, ſometimes by 
Day and ſometimes by Night, ſametimes to a ſmal- 
ler and at other Times to a greater Company. For 
a long Time together I preachd in the very Heart 
of the City, every Wednciday about Two or Theec 
of the Clack in the Aiternoons, to a very conſide- 
rable Society, which filfd Two Chambers. This 
could nor but be oblerv d by the Church Party; but 
for a conſiderable while we continued without 13i- 
{urbance; *till at length a Aſagiſtrate came upon us, 
d found us aſlembl'd. But, hy GOD's good Pro- 
vidence, I efcapd, tho' very narrow. For l got in- 
to another Chamber, where I was hid; and tho? { 
vas diligently fought tor, and every Coffer oper'd, 
yet could they not knd me. 

WHEN King Charles IT. grantc d us a Talerati In, 
and Licences to Miuiſiers of the Preſbyterian Hebe- 
/on, (whether-out of Good-wiil to Proteſtants I K i 
nat) I accepted a Licence witlii dthers, and never. 
ſerupld the Legality of it. Then ! became A pub. 
ck Preacher in 2 Licens d Houſe. as long as tint 
Licence continu'd, Cyhich was about a Lear nad :2 
(Juarter) For my Labauss in that Space of Time 
] recęiv'd from the Di enters ( 7 3 e1botios 32 . Per 
dun ; wich 18 II i e ceiy o fr, 24¹² tire in d tnt 
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Time, But when that Liberty was recalÞd, imme- 
diately I deſiſted from prublick Preaching upon the 
Lord's-Day, .Then I frequented the Prelatical Aſemb. 
lies with great Conſtancy, as I had formerly done, 
till the happy, eats and wonderful Advance- 


ment of King WILLIAM III. to the Throne of 


theſe Nations: For tho' K. James FI. gave the Diſſen- 
ters Liberty to yreach freely and boldly at all Times, 
and all the Nonconforming-Miniflers in the City be- 


ſide accepted it to preach in the very Time of 


publick Worſhip upon the Lor Days; yet J forbore 


it, becauſe I was under Apprehenſions that the De. 
flgn of the K:ng was to withdraw the People from the 
Fublick, and ſo to weaken the Party of the Church of 


Eneland, whom if he had once brought into Con- 
tempt, the Difſenters would have been eaſily cruſſyd. 
Beſide, he taking upon him to grant the Diſſenrers a 
Toleration againſt Law, it may be preſum'd, that he 
deſign'd that thoſe of bis own Communton ſhonld have 
the Advantage of it throughout the Nation, till 
they had encreas'd their Numbers, and made ſuch 
an Advance, as to have trodden at laſt all Poteſtants, 
of all Per ſwafions, uMler his Feet. Wherefore I re- 
fus'd to act by zhaz Authority, and fo declin'd preach- 
ing on the Lord. Days till the Prelatical Worſhip in 
the Afternoons was ended; tho'T ſometimes preach» 
ed on other Days, and adminiſter'd the Loras-Srpper 
as uſual. I was reſolv'd, that if the Magiſtrares 
ſionld diſturb any of the Meetings where Ipreach'd, 


and proceed againſt me as a Condeneicler, I would. 


rather have ſuffer'd than have pleaded the King's 
Licence, which I thought contrary to the Subjects Li- 
berty eſtabliſh'd by Law, and as having a direC 

Tendency to overthrow 1:77 Religion. 
BY this my Alo leration, and Aſſociating with 
Gott Parties, I got no Reſpect from either Side, on 
fel 
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tell under the Cenſures and Condemnations of the 
Zealots of both. But notwithitanding this, I enjoy'd- 
Peace of Conſcience, and was abundantly fatisfhed 

in the Commendableneſ of my Proceedings: Which, 

I apprehended, I clearly prov'd in writing againft- 
ſuch as endeavour'd to perſwade me out ot my Pra- 
ctice. | 

WHEN K. James II. came to the Crown, the 

Perſecuting Party, preſuming they thould be able 

more ſully to carry on their Deſign of exzzrparing the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, and thereby ingratiate them- 

{elves with the Gurt, now became very watch-, 
ful of us; and hereupon our Aſſemblies were leſs 
numerous, and fell leſs under Obſervation. We 

held One Meeting on Mondays, in the Afternoon, a- 

bout Two a-Clock, in a Place = rivateand ſecure, 

as we thought, to which were ſeveral Paſſages, and 

ſome came one Way and ſome another to it, and 

in a ſmall Number, that we might the better avoid 
Diſcovery. And we met, in thoſe Times of Dan- 

ger, only to pray together, But how cloſely and 
prudently ſoever we thought we carried it, we were 
diſcover'd by a malignant Neighbour, who went aud 
infornrd againſt us to the Magiſtrates, who were 
then at Feaſt with the Mayor of the City. Hereup- 
on, no leſs than Three Maziftrates, with Conftables, 

and ſome of the baſer and ruder Sort, came to find 

us out and ſeize us. After they had ſeatch'd an Houſe 

or two, at length they diſcover'd our little Meeting, 

and found about Twenty People, of whom Three 

were Aged Miniſters, and I the Youngeſt of tliem. 
They gave us bard Language, and treated us as it 

we had been the worft of Malefators, The Miniſters 

were committed to the Care of the Conſtables, to be 

by them conducted to one of the Magiſtrates Houſes y 

where, alter awhile, we were fentenc'd to be ſent 

to 
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to Goal, unleſs we would take the Oath, which has: 


theſe Clauſes in it, (viz.) That it is unlawful, upon 


any Pretence what{oeruer, to take wp Arms againſt the 


Ning, or any Commiſſonated by him: And, That we 


will nat endeavour any Alteration of Government either 


in Church or State. We refus d. that Oath : As to 
my own part, I declar'd my Reſolution not to rate 
it, becauſe by it, under ſome Circumſtances, which 
by the Providence of -GOD might attend me, I 
might ſwear againſt my Duty. I ofter'd ſeveral In- 
ftances and Reaſons which mage me ſcruple the Ta- 
king that Oat, but could recezve no ſatistaory 
Anſwer. Then I defir'd that 1 might be allowed to 
put in the Word | Unlawfwlly]; and ſo I would take 
the Oath : For I was ready to declare, that I would 
not unlam fully endeavour any Alteration of Govern- 
ment. But they told me, Ihey could not tavour me 
in that Particular, but I muſt take it verbatim, 2s 
it was in the ACT. Which I told them, I conld by 
no means do. Then, they reply'd, yo wut go 10 
Priſm. I pleaded, That the 4: did not extend to 
me, neither were they oblig'd to propoſe the Oath 
to me, becanſe the Law expreily Jays: „ That he 
© muſt either be a Non-Conformift turn'd out for Now 
* Conformity, or one convicted of keeping Conuenti- 
© cles.? Now, I was obnoxious upon neither of thelg 
Accounts; for I never had a Beueſce to be turn'd 
gut of, neither was ever legally convicted of keep- 
ing Coreenticles: But tho' I was not included in the 
af, yet they committed me to Priſon, without any 
Law to warrant what they did. 

AND thus they dealt by another ſiniſter as ille: 
ay as they had done by ine; for his Circumſtan— 


res were tlie fame with mine. lhe * A us 
being infrm, deſird Leaye to retire to his Houle 


that 
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that Evening, that he might provide Conveniences 
for his Impriſonment: But He was prevaiPd on to 
take the Oath wluch was tender'd us, and ſo was ex- 
cus's from Confinement. 

WHEN I, and the o:ber Afinifter who took not 
the Oath, came tothe Priſon, we found Three more 
of our Nou-Conforming Brethren of the City in Bonds, 
tor their Refuſing the fame Oath; vis. Mr. John 
Searle, formerly Rector of Plymion, Mr. Foſeph Hal- 
lert, and Mr hn Hopping. I enjoy'd a great mea- 
{ure of Health during mine Impritonment. I fol- 
low'd my Studies, ferv'ck and worthipp'd GOD 
with the reſt of my Brethren, and found Opportu- 
nities frequently in ſecret to pay my Devotions to 
the Bleſſed 60. We were not confin'd Hrictiy to 
our Apartments, but were allow'd the Liberty of 
walking in the common-Hall and in the Garden. Our 
Victuals were brought to the Priſon to us. Fours 
teen Wealthy Friends by turns ſent vs a Din- 
ner every Day In the Night-Seaſon, having a 
Bed tomy felt, J found my Meilitatim upon GOD 
in Chriſt more pleaſing aud delightfuł than ever I 
had done betore, at leaſt for Frequency. So that I 
can truly ſay, that the Priſon to nie wis unconceive- 
ably better than a'Palace, more comiortable and pro- 
fitable. I mean proficable to my Soul, not upon any 
Secrd ar Accbuut: For tho' ſome Chriſtian Friends did 
bring us ſome Preſents, yet when I came forth from 
Priſon, having caſt up my Receipts and Dithurſements, 
I tound I had expended abont 4 or 5 s. more than I 
had recerv d; but then I include in choſe Expences 
tire Share J laid out in a Law Suitzwith the AMagi- 
ſtrates, which could not be much. A the rather men- 
tion this, becauſe our Enemies have reproach'd us 
as it we weut to Priſan on purpoſe to get Riches,” & 
that we are want to come thence with one Purſes and 


our 
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our Pockets full. At the End of Six Months I was 
diſcharg'd from my Confinement, which was the 
Place of my greateit Enlargement. 

THE Magiſtrates were not contented to make a 
Conventicle ot our Meeting, that fo they might have 
Fourty Paunds of us; but attempted to make a Riot 
of it, that they might have Find us at their Pleaſure, 
and ſo have wunrighteonſly wreſted from us ſome 
Hun-lreds of Pounds. To this end, I and my Brother 
in the Ainftry were carried from the Priſon to the 
Bar of the Guila-· Hall, to plead to our Indidment 
at the Seſſons, at the ſame Time when Rogues and 
Felons were brought before them; and had our In- 
dictiment been true, we had been worſe than they. But 
He who read the Indictment, and ſeveral of the Ju- 
tices who ſate upon the Bench, knew every Sentence 
to be ag falſe an Accuſation as ever was produc d at 
a Bur, , For there were but Four Old Alen of us 
when we were taken; and, as I remember, we had 
but Two little Walking-Sraves with us: We made 
not the lea Reſiſtance, and were retir'd from the 
View ofothers, becauſe of our Fears. Which Things 
were directly contrary to every Clauſe of the Bill of 
RIOT. Yet could theſe FUSTICES patiently 
hear all this read, and aik'd us, Whether we were 
Gutity? tho“ ſome of them knew we were as guzltlels 
as any of themſetves. Yet were they reſolv'd to 
precced toa Tryal of us, and ſo made us to enter 4 
Traverſe agaiult the next Sefrons, Jy 

WE hereupon concluding, that they purpos'd to 

Bud us enilty, and fo Fine us according to their Plea- 
ſure, (For one of the Jury ſaid that he would find it 
againſt Cri/pin, an Aged and Excellent Chriſtian of 
our Company) we thought it not Prudence to he at 
their leroy, who had already diſcover'd fo much 
uurcaſonalie Rignar and 17nit Severitie; therefore 

| we 
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we procur'd a Certiorari, that it might be remov'd 
and try d above at London. When this Vrit was pro- 
ducd in Court, juſt as they were about to call in 
the Jury to proceed againſt us, their Deſigns were 
all defeated, and we pluck'd as a Prey from their 
Teeth. Fer they were aſham'd to have ſo foul a 
pill read, and fo palpable an Inſtance of Opreſſion 
laid open, in any Court but their own. 

THUS they, who would not content themſelves 
with ſome Scores of Pounds, which they might have 
legally levy'd, but illegally graſp'd at Hundreds, 
were, by GOD's good Providence, diſappointed as 
to all. By this you may ſee what Civility and 
Courteſy I met with from my Fellow-Cirizens, with 
whom I had often aſſociated in Publick-Worſhip; 
altho' my Grand-Father and Grand-Mother Bur- 
„um had been very great Benefactors both to the City 
and Chamber. 

BUT now, GOD graciouſly, and by a Wonder of 
P;ovidence, advancing King WILLI A M III. to 
tte Throne of zheſe Kingdoms, if I miſtake not, in the 
{rſt Year of his Reign, the Legiſlative Authority 
of the Nation, by A of Parliament, granted us 
cur LIBERTY: So that by Man's Law we were 
«/low'd to preach the Goſpel, as well as we had GOD's 
t oblige us, Then I preach'd in the ſame Hours with 
!! ofe of the Eſtabliſh d Church, becauſe they are moſt 
convenient ; and have continu'd to do ſo ever ſince. 
Ihen] again receiv'd the Contributions of the Diſ- 
ſcnting Citizens for my Miniſterial Labours amongſt 
them, and thys after an Interval of 16 or 17 Years; 
in all which Time Irefusd to have any Shaze of their 
Collections for their Aſiuiſters, becauſe (I blefs GOD) 
I could live conveniently & comfortably enough without 
, and becauſe I thought it not fit to ſerve them in 
e publick Seaſons of ow — 

cars. 
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vings to fatisty their Conſciences; and have expos'd 
themſelves ad Families to great Diſtreſſes by their 
Aon ( onformity. 


THUS I have given an Account of my ignorant, 
wicked and prof.ame Life, home to my Convictions; 
Oi my deludzd, blaſpbhemons, deſpairing , mali- 
cious, revengeſul, cruel and miſerable Life, with my 
ſ:d and repeated Relapſes aiter all, home to my 
ſircere Endeavours (as I hope) to get into GOD's 
Frvour, and my walking in ſome meaſure anſwera- 
ble thicreto: Though, at beft, I muſt own, I came 
abundantly fort of thoſe Returns of Gratitude, 
Live, Lea!, Contempt of the World, Self-Denial, Vi- 
glance, Fear, Diligence and Laboriouſueſs in GOD')s 
Service, Which my Convictions and Engagements, 
my Advantages and bleſled Helps I have enjoy'd, 
erer ſince 1 began to feek alter GOD, call for, and 
oblige me to. 

I acknowledge, that T have ſadly experienc'd the 
ſtrong Workings of Corruption, and have ſometimes 
been in{enfibly drawn into great Snares, and Dan- 
gers of 10] and {ſcandalous Falls; but ſtill keeping 
and continuing at the Throne of Grace, GOD was 
pla”! to prevent my diſbonruring his Name, difſ- 
grace Ins Religion, ſcandalizing of Sinners, and 
£15e07417 Of aint, that fo I might not be the DeviPs 
Inh, and ruin my ſelf. Since my Corruptious 
(thro the Grace of GOD) could not prevail upon 

me 
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me to give o'er my Duty of Prayer; my Prayer, 
thro' the prevailing Interceſionm of the MEDI A- 
TOR, hath been a Means to ſecure me from acting 
according to them : So that now (I hope) I am 
more confirm, thro' Divine Mercy, in my Reſo- 
Iutions to %, and mortify them than ever. 

THUS, tor the Space of about 25 or 25 Years, 
IT liv'd in a State of Nature, in a Courle of Sin aud 
Folly; and experienc d it to be bruitiſh, unreaton- 
able, rujnons and deſtructive to Health Eſtate and 
Name, to Reit and Reafon, as well as tendiug to 
Horrour, Deſpair, Rage and Hell. 

BUT now, ever ſince, tor the Space of about 
27 or 28 Years, (bleſſed be GOD tor every Minute 
of them) I have kept on ſteadily in the Ways of 
COD, and, notwithitanding all Cppoprrous from 
wirhour and more dangerous Diſenuagemeuts from 
Within, J have found them bleſs d, honourable and 
comtartable with reſpect to Body aud Aliud, and all 
ontward Concerns, as well as to Heart and Conſcience 
within: So that I can fiy from Experience, if ever 
any One could, Thi: Godlinefs is profirable for all 
Ting, and bath the Promiſes of this Life, as well as 
of rl2t 22 come. So that I will ſay again, that I ne- 
vor heard, or read, of a Perſon fo ſtrangely fav'd 
from Sin and Hell, fo wondertully bleſsd with all 
contrary Favours and Zlerctes. 


BY my Sid and Devancheries in my Hunger 
Tears, I very much injurd my Healtb and im- 
paird my Conftizution, and took the Courſe to be 
an Hoſpital of Diſeaſes in my Eder Years. 

B UI now, at lie Ae, I have a great Meaſure 
of Healt!, and Strenzrh, found Fitals, a good Steck 
of Sprite, that ! can undertake and go thro much 
Staying and Preaching V ort; inſomuch, that many 

gtcatly 
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greatly admire at the Bodily Strength GOD has 
given me. 


BY my Follies and Vices J had render'd my ſelf 
a ſortiſh and illiterate Dunce, living about ten Years 
a wandring and a vain Life, never applying my 
ſelt to the reading of Books, or to Studying, that 
I might preferve that little Grammar-Learning I 
had at School; fo that I could not but, in a 
creat Meaſure, forget it, and blot it out of my 
Memory. 

BUT now, I bleſs GOD, I underſtand Greek 
and Latine, and have read many Volumes in both 
Languages, and have look'd into the Original of 


the 0/4 Teſtament with good Satisfaction. 


BY my Sins and Senſualities, J had brought my 
ſelf into horrible Di/trattions and perlect Madneſs, I 
was for a Time depriv'd of the regular Uſe of Rea- 
ſon, and by the Diſturbance of my Imagination I be- 
came %, and on7149108, 

BUT now, my Brain is compos'd, my Mind calm, 
my Thoughts orderly, I have a Fancy to invent, and 
a Memory to rerain what I clearly underſtand : I can 
well remember oer Sermons and my own: I ac- 
knowledge Divine Gocaneſs and Mercy in all. 


BY my profane and profiigate Way of Living, I 
had render'd iny felt the juſt Ohject of the iſe, and 
good Mens Coutenipt and Abborrency, 

BUT now, I thank GOD, they eſte:m me wor- 
thy of their Favour and Reſpect. 


BY my P:ifanencis and exorbitant Pruflices T was 
Atheiſiicel, and as without GOD in the World; 
acting contrary to all ſeriptural, divine and ſaving 
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Directions, and this too when conſiderably ad vanc'd 
in Years. 

BUT now, I am fully fatisfy*d that T am Or- 
ade in the Fundamentals of Faith and Practice, 
aud ] hope in moſt of thoſe Truths which are built 
tlereon. 


N Y mv hruitifh and carnal Way of Life, I had 
cat my telt into the Depths of Deftair and Horrour; 
abt lutely concluding upon an Impoſibility of being 
receiv d into GOD s Favour, or of being ſav'd. 

Þ U T now, I hope I have a well grounded Peace 
11 my Conſcience, and, thro' Grace, a comtortable 
Proſpect of Eternal Lite. 


B V my Fiolence in Sins, J had made my ſelf fo 
vin, wild and incon(iderate, that I was altogether 
unfit for the meaueſt and moſt eaſy Imploynent 
and no wiſe Man would have intruſted me with the 
kcoping of his Hogs. 

BU ſince, bleitzd be GOD, I have been judg'd, 
by learu'd, orthodox and faithtul Miniſters of Chris, 
to be fit and qualify'd for the wo Noble and Evxcel- 
leut, the moit Difficult and Awful, but yet the molt 
Profitable and Benehcial of Vocations, namely, the 
ALINISTERIAEL : And, by the Grace of GOD, 
I have been greatly atilifted in the Work thereof, 
and have at this Day better Ahilitties both of Body 
and Mind for this Fuudion, than when I was Youn- 
ger. So that GOD hath not only turd a raging 
Per ſecutor of the Goſpel into a Preacher ot it, as he 
did by St. Paul; but even an ignorant Hot, a debauch?d 
Procitgal, and, in a Senſe, a deſperate Devi into a 
Servant of Chrift, owning and afliſting Him in delt- 
vering the Eimbatſy of the bleſſed Goſpel. 


BY 
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greatly admire at the Bodily Strength GOD has 
given me. 


BY my Follies and Vices T had render'd my ſelf 
a ſortiſh and illiterate Dunce, living about ten Years 
a wandring and a vain Life, never applying my 
ſelt to the reading of Books, or to Studying, that 
I might preſerve that little Grammar-Learning I 
had at School; fo that I could not but, in a 
creat Meaſure, forget 1t, and blot it out of my 
Memory. 

BUT now, I bleſs GOD, I underſtand Greek 
and Latine, and have read many Volumes in both 
Languages, and have look'd into the Original of 
the Ola Teſtament with good Satisfaction. 


BY my Sins and Senſualities, J had brought my 
ſelf into horrible Di/trattions and perlect Madneſs, I 
was for a Time depriv'd of the regular Uſe of Rea- 
ſon, and by the Diſturbance of my Imagination I be- 
came v and outrage, 

BUT now, my Brain is compos'd, my Aſiud calm, 
my Thoughts orderly, I have a Fancy to invent, and 
a Memory to rerain what I clearly underſtand : I can 
well remember or erg Sermons and my own: I ac- 
knowledge Divine Gocdueſ and Mercy in all. 


BY my pr:fane and profligate Way of Living, I 
had render'd iny ſelt the jutt Object of the Viſe, and 
good Mens Contenipt and Abborrency, 

BUT now, I thaik GOD, they eſteem me wor- 
thy of their Favour and Reſpect. 


BY my P:ifanenci5 and exorbitant Praflices T was 
Atheiſitcal, and as without GOD in the World; 
acting contrary to all icriptural, divine and faving 
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Directions, and this too when conſiderably ad vanc'd 
in Y cars, 

BUT now, I am fully fatisfy*d that Lam Or- 
tha he in the Fundamentals of Faith and Practice, 
aud ] hope in molt of thoſe Truths which are built 
tlereon. 


my bruitiſh and carnal Way of Life, I had 
ca't my telt into the Depths of Defair and Horrour 
ab! utely conclud ing upon an Impoſibility of being 
recei vd into GOD s Favour, or of being ſav'd. 

BU T now, I hope I have a well grounded Peace 
in my Conſcience, and, thro' Grace, a comtortable 
Proſpect of Eternal Life. 


BY my F. zolemce in Sins, T had made my ſelf fo 
v1, wild and inconfiderate, that I was altogether 
unfit for the meancit and moſt eaſy Imployment ; 
and no wiſe Man would have intruſted me with the 
keepigg of his Hogs. 

BUT fince, bleiled be GOD, I have been judg'd, 
by learn'd, orthodox and faithtul Miniſters of C — i, 
to be fit and qualify'd for the mit Noble and Excel- 
lent, the moit Difficult and Awful, but yet the molt 
P-yftable and Beneficial of Vocations, namely, the 
MINISTERIAL : And, by the Grace of GOD, 
have been greatly allied in the Work thereof, 
and have at this Day better Ahilities both of Body 

and Mind for this Fuudion, than when I was Youn- 
ger. So that GOD hath not only turmd a raging 
Per ſecntor of the Goſpel into a Preacher ot it, as he 

did by St. Paul; but even an i2norant Sor, a debaucled 
Prodzal, and, in a Senſe, a deſperate Devil into a 
Servant of Chr it, owning and atliſting Him in delt- 
vering the Enba: iy of the bleifed Golpcl. 


BY 
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BY my Sin and my Folly I became carnally and I on - 
ſpiritually deprav'd in a very high Degree: I deprivd Þ min 
my lelt of all common Grace, ſunk my ſelt beneath ? 
the Beafs that periſh, and level] d my ſelf (in et— 
fect) with the Devils, who are damird in their Le- 
ſpair, Rage, and Enmity againſt GOD, and in 
their Malice and Fury againſt Man. 
BUT now, I hope, GOD hath given me Grace; 
6 ol Me among the Excellent of the Earth. 
given me De/res to love and ſerve Him, and g glorify 
his Name, and excited me to do the ſame, Now, I 
am perſwaded, I love my Fellow. Creatures, and can 
* rily pray for them, and labour to aff them in 
obtaining f their Chief Good, the eternal Fruition of 


th je 7. ed G ; OD. 
RY my $17 and my Folly I had fitted my ſelf for, 


and merited, the mot grievous and intolerable of al 
the Imente Hell. 

BUT now, I believe. GOD hath put me into 2 
Sen i of Grace 3 hath rftif;”'a and advrred me, 
and at laſt will advance me to a State of * 'y, 3 — 
how my GOD will be pleas d to deal by me, what 
He will do for ard 97 me, in the remaining * 
of my Life, tow He will diſpoſe of me from hence: 
forth, I * c not; neither am I follicitous about 
that: Only, if He picale to er my conſtant 
Prayers, aud enable me to af the Graces and diſcharge 
the Duties of every Condition He 11: 1] think fit to put 
we 0! to. then let. Him call me to h an 45 ger what 


Fic ! jud e "TS meet 1 Sin BC; O! Aen. pz) ers 4 110 Sin II, 

1 am ti ie mot bird to a7 fr H! 5 or fr: Fer 4 Ws 48 18 
Him, in Compliance with 13s 7 and. for the Pro- 
motion of his G,, of any Perſon who hath ever 

been 12 tac Il Fi, tile Zins 72 Ci the Curt . 
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THIS Relation of my LIFE was finiſhd by me 


on the 15th Day of February, A. D. 1692--2, and of 
mine Age 61, and about 5 Months. 


NOW, To God the Father, who, I hope, has from 
Eternity determin'd Grace and Glory for me 
To God the Son, who purchas£d all for me, in 
the FulneſS of Time, by bis Humiliation, 
and procur d all by his prevailing Iuterceſſiin; 
To God the Holy Gott, who bas wrought 
Grace (I would bye) in me; To this eternal, 
inviſible, glorious Trinity, be Glory and Praiſe, 
be Love and Service, be Adoration and Hal- 
le/njabs aſcrib'd by Ale, by all Saints and 
Anzels on Earth and in Heaven, for ever and 


ever, AMEN, aud AMEN. 
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PREACHA®D at the 


FUNERAL 


Of the REVEREND 


Mr. Geo. Trolle, 


Late Miniſter of the Goſpel 


N 


1 IN THE 
11 Of EA ON, 


Who Died 
January 11th, 1713. 


3 


In the Eighty Second Year of his Age, 5 
And was Buried ] 


January the 15th. 


Fo which is added. 
4 Short ACCOUNT of his LIFE. 
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Funeral Sermon 


Mr. GEORGE TEO SSE 


| GY. J. TIM. I. 15. : 6p" IE 
THIS iö a faithful Saying, and worthy. of all Ac+ 
ceptation, That Chriſt Jeſus came into the World 
to ſave Sinners, of whom I am Chief, 
E have juſt now attended the Body of the 
Reverend Mr. TROSSE to the Ofave. 
Now, according to his Deſire, I am to en- 
tertain yon, for a few Minutes, with 2 
Difcourſe upon the Words which have been read to 
you. 1 71 | | 4 
THE Reafon why he choſe thisPortionof Scripture 
to be inſiſted on, is very obvious to all who for any 
11me have been intimate with him: But I ſhall re- 
count to you the Occaſon of the Words, and thence 
you. may eaſily diſcover the Reaſon of his Choice. 
IHE great Apoſtle St. Paul, in this his Epiſtle to 
Timothy, directs him as to his Carriage, and Manage- 
ment in his Aſiniſterial Work. ' 8 * 
* 2 * 


4 A FUNERAL SERMON 


HE complains (ver. 6.) of ſome, who, in their Prea- 
ching, had turn d aſide to * vain Fangling, or imperti- 
nent Talking, + to vain Diſcourſes of Talmudica! 
— and Endleſs — .. They affected to be 
thayght erent Teachers. of the Lag, ingulcatingxery 
— 4 the Tradutions of the 2 CAS de £1 1 N 
dingly nice about their Genealogietr; Which Ware, 
© ſays our ¶ Engliſh Rabbi, long and intricate Pedigrees, 
* which they ſtood upon, to prove themſelves Prieſts, 
© or Levites. For, as Foſephus obſerves, they thought 
* themſelves oblig d — ver 7 5 and punctual in 
that Affair, therefore they had Generlogies of them 
preſerv'd Two Thouſand Fears. To theſe we may 
add the Pedigree of their Traditions, which they pre- 
tended to derive from Foſbua in a long Line of Succeſ- 
ſion to their Times. By Diſcourſes of theſe Things, 
they endeavour'd to recommend themſelves to the Peo- 
ple. But obſerve. what! Judgment the Apoſtle makes 
of theſe Preachers of Tradition and Genealogy, He aſ- 
ſures Timothy, that they yew not what they ſaid; no 
whereof they did affirns.” Ver. 7. > 2 | 

THE Apoſtle, having blam'd the Practiſe of theſe 
Traditionary Preachers, bleſſeth God for the greater 
Ability and Fidelity which he had recerv'd, WS %) 
F thank Feſus Chrivt our Lad, (ver. 1 2.) who Hu enn. 
bled me, becauſe he accounted me faitl ful putting me ine 
abe Miniſtry. His Suffictency tor his great Work he aſ- 
cribes to the Lord Feſus, Who deſ nd he ſhould be 
faithful, and thus toreſaw that he would be ſo; and 
trom that Proſpect he committed the Ainiſtry to him. 
BU T now, to magnity the Grace of God toward 
himſelf, to diſplay the:'Glory of Divine —_— 
and his condeſcending unmerited Favour, in the next 
Verſe, (ver 15.) he recbunts his former * o 

$3 51 ft 2 | C fi: . f; E MRA pirit 


. * 
* = 
e tl... PIT WF + 


irrt.... .Tͤ 
* var ,. F Dr. Nhitby in Loc. 
Ir. Light foot. 5 


\ 


for. Mr, GEORGE TROSSE 5 


Spirit and his ynwarrantable Conduct. He tells the 
World how Bean he was to be implo d WW; the Ex- 
cellent and, H Mabie Work of a Minilte Chrif : 
For, ſays. de, Vs Was before 4 Blepbemer, 41 155 475 ecutor, 
and injurious. , Bet, ore the gracigus and FATE: 3 Call 
of Cbriſt, he was a Bla bemer, probably of Chr | yt: 
felt, denying him to be the rue Mefpab, it 17 
curling hi m, and approving, the. Sentence paſſed upon 

im as righteous, an — what hequ/ty deſero d. But nis 
wild Teak carried him Karcher Wan al this: Fc or he did 
not only blatpheme Chrift himſelf with bisown fourth, 
but he campæll d others to, bla heme too, Ads 6.11. 
Some ſuppoſe, he betook himſelf to Force and Violence, 
to prevail with others to, Execrate and Curſe" Chri8: 
The uſual Pra Rice of thoſe; whoare Zealars for a Ritual 
and Traditiouary, Religiou: What, they cannot , Tecom- 
mend by a Divine Inſtitutign, they commonly entorce 
by Severity and Perſecution; 80 that if they ave not 
the Support of God's. ANGER they Wl thi © .Care 
to have that of the Secular A 

BUT as he. Llaſpbem d the after, 60 1 55 bet 

the Servants. How did he perſecute them 
are told, 4258. 3. where Tu. read, that Saul ade 
Hawock of the Church, entering into every Hoſe, and ba- 
ling Aſen aud Momen, commuted them to Priſon, He 
was not ſatisfied with his own W ay of. Worſhippin 
God, but he muſt ha ve all to ſubmit to his Humour an 
Dictates, or he would drag them 115 4 Priſon. He 
could. not bear it that any Man thould differ from him, 
Hediſcover'd a burning Zeal againſt all Diſenters. His 
exceſſive Warmth for bis Way ſo tranſported him, that 
he made-nothing of Breaking in upon the Law-of Cha- 
iy. He thought with himfelf,.asa grea many others 
do, that he could not be Zealow unleſs he ecourſe 
to Methods of Abuſe and Violence; chere as it 
tollows, he was Injurious. purſuant to this, we are 
told, 4. 9. 1, That he breath'd out Threatnings and 
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Slaughter againf the Diſciples of the Lord. Nothing | 
would content this furious Bigot (for ſuch he then | 
was ) but the Death and Exciſion of thoſe who refusd 
to give 1n to his Ceremonious 1 of Worſhip. * © An 
© ;ndiſcreet and ungovernable Zeal ſoon degeneratey | 


ce into Fury and Madneſs. 


BUT altho' this Perſon was an Enemy to Chri# and 
his Holy Religion, yet he aſſures us, (ver. 13.) that 


he obtained Mercy : And then he adds, (ver. 14.) This 
Grace of God was exceeding abundant, tbro Faith and 


Love toward Chriſt Jeſus. The Grace of God was E- 


minent and Conſpicuous in Calling him firſt to the 


Chriſtian Faith, and then to the Office of an Apoftle, | 


and enabling him, by Faith and Love, to promote 
that Holy Religion he had formerly decry'd and 
ſoupht to ſubvert. It is remarkable, that he mentions 
thoſe Graces as very operative in him, which were 
moſt oppoſite to the' Sins of his Carnal State. Now 
had he Ruth in the Doctrine of the Goſpel, in Oppo- 
ſition to his former Ignorance and Infideliry. He had 
Love to. Chrif and Believers in Oppoſition to his for- 
mer Rage.and Cruelty. What a wonderful Change was 
there made by Divine Grace! He, who juſt before 
was an Enemy to Chriſtianity, now becomes a bold 
Profeſſor of it: What before he had maliciouſly decry'd; 
new, with Freedom and Courage, he taught and 
preachd. Upon this follow the Words of my Text, 
25 an Inference from what he had before ſaid: Welt! 
fince ſo vile a Wretch, ſo barbarous à Perſecuror, fo 
deſperate a Sinner, obtain'd Mercy: Therefore, © 
THIS is afaitl-f4l Saying,and worthy of all Arcepta- 
tion, That Chrif 7 came into the World to 

ſave Sinners, of whom I am Chief. 3 
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St. Paul had been one of the greateſt of Sinners; yet 
by the Free- Grace of GOD, he became a Perſon of e- 
minent Holineſs and extraordinary Uſefulneſs. Tho? 
for a time he was a Slave to the Devil, and an active 
Agent of Hell, yet at length he became a faithful and 
indefatigable Servant of Chriſt, to promote his Inter- 
eſt and propagate his Holy Religion: Divine Grace 
gave a turn to his Spirit, and led him into a better 
and a ſafer Way. 

FROM what has been ſaid. you may eaſily gueſs 
at the Reaſon of the Choice Mr. TROSSE made of 
this Text to be diſcourſed on at his Funeral: For, in a 
very great meaſure, St. Paul's Caſe was bis, When 
he firit ſet out in the World, he was a wild, extrava- 
zant Young Man, under the Controul of an Ungo- 
vern'd Fancy and Exorbitant Pajlions : For ſome con- 
ſiderable Time, he ſtained his Practice with ſome luſt- 
ful Follies and Exceſſes *; as he informs ns in an 
Account he has lett of himſelf, written with his own 
Hand. 

HE expreſly and mournfully complains, © That in 
his Youthtul Days he was Arberſtrcal, and little mind- 
* ed the God who made him; was not ſolicitous to pay 
Him that Adoration and Homage that was his Due, 
and neglected all pion; Applications to God in ſecret. 
That he was an inteni2 Enemy to Puritans, and to 
* thoſe who were moſt K ligious. That he kept vain 
Company, plaid much at Cards, talk d fooliſhly, ſcof- 
fed at Godlineſs, and was a very welcome Compani- 
*on to the Profane.“ When he was in France his 
Temper was not alterd: For, he tells us, He had an 
* Antipathy to the Proteſtants there, frequently reviling 
them. He reſided awhile at Morlaix, in France, where 
he was more extravagantly Wicked and Vitious than 


he 


* But be was kept from the conepleat and grofs Acts of Forni- 
cation and Adultery, as he has already mform'd the Publick. 
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he had becn betore. A while after he fix'd at London, 
and there he was ſtil] the ſame Perſon ; ſpending his 
Time moſtly in Taverns,Gaming andDrinking to exceſs. 
And this, he ſays, kept up his Antipathy to the Power 
of Godlineſs and the Proteſſours of it. Then, adds he, I 
was zealous for I knew not what; contemning what T ought 
ru have highly valud and honourd; deſpifing the pure 
Worſſip of God, doting on Ceremonies and Humane Inten- 
rrons, In this ſeuſual Courſe of Life he continu'd for 
ſome conliderable Time; till at length God convuls'd 
his Mind, awake him out of his Stup:dity, and made 
him an ſome meaſure ſenſible of his great Wickedneſs, 
Nay, in ſome Time, he was ſtartled to ſuch a Degree, 
that he was quite Diſtracted, Wild, and Outragious: 
But, by the Uſe of Means, he recover'd again out of 
this Dittra&ion, and gain'd the regular Uſe of his 
Reaſon. But then, in a little Time, he relaps'd again, 
betook himſelf to his former extravagant Courſe ot 
Lite; return tohis old Company, and his old Pra- 
ctices. 

AFTER this again, God laid him under great Con- 
victions: His Mind was dreadfully convulsd, and the 
Terrors of God beſet him round; and then he was as 
Wild and Diſtzacted as before, But, by the Uſe of the 
{ame Means, which before had been ſucceſsful to his 
Recovery, he regaimd a Compoſedneſs of Mind. But, 
after this, he forgot his former Terrors and folemn 
Engagements, and made a Return to ſome of his for- 
mer Sins; but not with that Violence as before. He 
lid not continue long in this Condition, but, in a lit- 
tle Lime, the Grace of God throughly awaken d him, 
alter d the Temper of his Mind, and made him as E- 
minent for Holineß as he had been Enormous in Sin. 


So that now, not Ceremonies, but the Subſtance of Reli- 


gion, was the Entertainment of his Mind, the Object. 


of his Love, and what inflam'd his Zeal. Now he 


{aw the Deformity of Sin, and the Beauty of — ö 
9 A 


And ever fihce, his Life has been conſpicuous for a 
continu'd Courſe of Prery, Charity and Sobriety : So 
that he was a glorious Inſtance of Free-Grace, as St, Paul 
had been before him. This, I am fatisfy'd, led him 
to recommend this Text to our Conſideration: Nou, 
therefore, I'ſhall-endeavour to offer you ſome Afli- 
tance, in the exerciſing your Thoughts about this 
Portion of Holy-Writ. Obſerve then, 

Fir, THAT you have an important Propoſition 
laid down, viz. That Feſus Chriſt came into the World 
to ſave Sinners. <xzemwngs* This Word denotes 
Men famous, or rather infamous, for Vice and Wicked- 
* neſs, who have contracted a Habit of Sinning, and 
* boldly perſiſt in their Sins, without Repentance and 
Reformation, as the Learned aſſure us. Theſe 
therefore, are the Sinners whom the Son of God came 
to fave. Some ſuch as theſe are now and tben remar- 
kably ſingled out, as the Admirable Inſtances of Di- 
vine Compaſſion. RTE OD. {- + + 

Secondly, THE Apoſtle having laid down this 
Truth, he ſingles out himſelf as a moſt eminent Iu- 
tance, to illuſtrate and enfotce it; and therefore pre- 
ſently adds, Of whow I am Chief. He confeſſes him- 
felt to have been one of the wor#, one of the principal 
of theſe greatSinners. He had been an uncommonSinner, 
great beyond others; a Sinner violent and boutragious; 
yet God magnity'd His Grace in his Recovery, -- . 
Thirdly, XY O U have the Certainty and Excellency 
of this Truth expreſs'd ; This 1s a faithful Saying, 
and worthy of all Acceptation: t A true Saying, of whie 
noone has any Reaſon to doubt; worthy of all Accepra- 
tion; that is, worthy, with all Thankfulneſs, to be 
believ'd, receiv'd and entertain'd. e 

, "THERE 
 * Homines Vitiorum Turpitudine Claros. Vid. Dieterics 
Nov. Teſtamenti Illuſtramentum in Voce & AGαfτνον : 

+ mg Atyes * | 
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THERE. is one Thing in 2 Words very remar- 
kable; The Apoſtle doth not ſay, Cbriſt came to ſave 
Sinners, of whom I was] Chief; but, of wh I | am} 
Chief. Which imports thus much: That when Per- 
ſons are renew d, juſtify*d, and recoxcil'd to their God, 
they are ſtill to entertain a humble Senſe of their greg 
Sins, and the Tranſcendency of Diving Grace extended 
to them. Tho” this Excellent Apoſtle was a fincere Pe- 
nitent, and had been made the Objet of pardoning Aer- 
cy; yet, obſerve with what Humility, and Self-Abaſe- 
ment, he ſtill acknowledges himſelf a Sinner; yea, 
the Chief of Siuners; or, the Ring-Leader of Rebels 
againſt Heaven: Tho* when he penn'd the Words, he 
was one of the brightef of Saints. Thus the Reverend 
Perſon, whoſe Funerals have juſt now been ſolemniz'd, 
doth in effect ſay to you: When Chrift ſat'd me, He 
ſav d the Chief of Sinners, From the Words then, thus 
explain'd, I would recommend to your Conſideration 
this tellowing Truth, viz. 


DOCT. THAT chris Fefus came into whe World 
ro ſave the Chief of Sinners, 


I. THAT Chri# came into the World. 

II. THAT He came to ſave Sinners. | 

III. THAT He came to ſave the Chief of Sin- 
nexs. 

IV. I _ endeayour ſome Uſeful Improvement 
of it, 


I. CHRIST came into the World. This is not only 
expreſſive of His Incarnation, doth not only inform 
us that the Divine Perſon was united to our Nature, and 
that, purſuant to the Promiſes and Predictions of the 
Meſh, was made Man; but, likewiſe, it anti: 

g mates 
— — — — — — 
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mates to us, that the Son of God came to Suffer, to 
expoſe Himſelf to the greateſt Miſeries and Calami- 
ties, for our ſakes. He came with a kind Deſign of 
being our Surety; to latialy Juice, to attone for our 
Sins, by His Crucifixion and Death. All theſe Things 
are defign'd by that Expteſſion, Chrift came into the 
World, He came not into the World as a meer and cu- 
rines Spetator, but as an humble Sufferer in the place of 
fallen Aſan, that his Salvation might be accompliſh'd. 
He came to Suffer, be Fuſt for the Unjuſt, that He 
might bring us ta God, 1 Pet. 3. 18. But to inſiſt no 
longer upon this, I proceed to the Second General; 


II. CHRIST came into the World to ſave Sinners. 
He would ne'er have deſcended hither, nor have laid 
Himſelf open to ſo many Miſeries as He did, had it 
not been for the Sins of Revolted Mortals. Men re- 
belÞd agaiuſt their great Lord, affronted an infinue So- 
vereign; i, they became Slaves to Sin, were 
guilty before God, and forfeited all the Happineſs oſ 
Heaven: But now, our Lord pity'd the foro State 
of Apoſtate Man, and was bent upon his Recovery; 
therefore, was reſoly'd, that He would gracioully in- 
terpoſe for his Relief. For this End He came, veſted 
with Power, to reſcue Inthralla Souls out of the Paws 
of the Roaring Lion, and to deliver them from the 
Tyranny of their Reigning Luſts, He came with a 
bloody Sacrifice to attone tor their Sins, and fo to a- 
boliſh their Guilt, that they might not come into 
Condemnation. He came to pacity His Father's Wrath, 
to divert'the killing Strokes of Vengeance from miſe- 
rable Sinners, and to make Peace between God and 
Men. He came alſo with a Deſign, by His Heavenly 
Doctrine, the Guidance of His Spirit, and His bright 
Example, to direct them in the Way to a Conſummate 
Happineſs, The Eternal Felicity of loſt Souls was in His 
Eye, then He expos d Himſelt to Scorn and Daher ger 
. 2 | W 
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when He encountred all the Rage of Men, and all the 
Asgonies of a bloody Death. Luke 19. 195. For the San 
% Man is come to ſeck, and to ſave that ahich was loft. 


III. CHRIST came into the World to ſave the 
(lief of Sinners: Some ef the very worſt of Sinners, 
This, I 'make no Qneftion, was moſt, in the Eye of 
my deceas'd Father, and your Paſtor, when he order d a 


Diſcourſe ſhould be made to you, upon this Text There- | 


fore, to this I thall confine-my ſelf, as to what I ſhall 
farther ſay to you. We find, from Experience, that 
ſometimes ſome of the moſt Brutiſh of Sinners are fa- 
vour'd with Divine Grace, The Slaves of the Devil 
have been made the Loyal Subjects of Chriſt. Some 
have been taken out of the very Suburbs of Hell, to 
triumph in the Happineſs of Heaven. The beaftly 
den ſualiſt, the ſottiſb Debauchee, the demure Phariſee, 
the painted Hypocrite, the malignant Perſecutor, the bel 
liſh Blaſpbemer, have ſometimes been brought to ſtoop 
to the Scepter of Chriſt, and have humbly paid their 
Homage to Him, that He might ſcreen them from E- 
ternal Wrath, 3 
1. ''HIS may be made very evident by a great 
number of Inſtances. I ſhall offer to you, that firſt 
and fatal one of Apoſtate Alam, from whom all the 
reſt of Mankind not only dertv'd their Natures, but 
their Depravity : He was, we may be ſatisfy'd, a very 
great Sinner. His Rebellion againſt his God, was ex- 
ccedingly aggravated by the clearneſ of the Knowledge 
he ſinn'd againſt. He very well underſtood his Duty 
in its Latitude. God reveald His Vit to him imme- 
diately; gave him His Law, as twere, from His own, 
Mouth. The Command which was given him was ea⸗ 
ſy to have been kept. He had no Iuclination, in his 
own Heart, to comply with the Temptation with which. 
he was affaulted ; He had ſufficient Ab?/:ry to have with, 
ſtood it. He could not but know, that if he fell, 15 
; ; 3 would 
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would expoſe himſelf to Dearb, and derive upon his 
Poſterity Guile and Miſery. He was bigbly ungrateful 
to his God,” as well as unkind and cruel to himſelf, and 
all ais Offt-ſpring: Theſe Things conſider d, it will 
appear, that as Alam was the fir/t of finful Men, ſo he 
was one of the worſt, of Sinners: But yet, we have 
_ reaſon charitably. to hope that he found Mercy, and is 
now, tho he was ſo great a Sinner, a triumpbant Saint 
in Glory. For, God. was pleas'd to make an early 
Diſcovery of His merciful Deſign towards him and 
his Poſterity, of ſaving wretched Sinners by the Death 
of His Son: The Seed of the Woman was promis d to 
break the Serpent Head, Gen. 2. 15. As this Promiſe 
was made him, ſo we have no reaſon to think that he 
did not believe it; but, rather, Charity will inchne 
| us to conclude - that he was a real Penizent, and that 
be repos'd his Confidence in a promis d Meſtab, for 
pbpardèn and Acceptance with God. Beſide, in the 
| Genealogy of our Saviour, as ſome obſerve, he is 
called, The Son of God, Luke 3. 36. A S9nof-God, not 
only on the account of Creation, for ſo the Devil was 
a Son of God; but upon the ſcore of Adoption. 
ABRAHAM, the Father of the Faithtul, whom 
theScripture ſtiles the Friend of God, ( 2 Chron. 20. 7.) 
was, in all probability, at firſt a great Provoker of a 
jealous Majeſty. It's commonly thought, that he had 
been a ſottiſh Idolater in Ur of the Caldees, a Worſhip- 
per of the Sun and Fire, as his Fathers had been. Foſb.24. 
2.Says Foſbua there to the Iſraelites, the Poſterity of 4 
brabam, Tour Fathers, dwelt on the other fide of the Flood. 
in old Time, even Terah the Father of Abraham, an 
the Father of Nachor, and they ſerv'd other Gods. Let 
was God pleas d to ſingle out Mrabam to be a Monu- 
ment of Free-Grace and Mercy. Why was he thus 
call d and befriended above any of his Family, but be- 
cauſe God would have Mercy on whom he would have. 
Hercy ? What a Conſummate Character of 6 __ 
mer 
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Sinner have we in Manaſfſeh ? The ſacred Hiſtory: de- 
{ſcribes him as one of the greateft Monſlarr, for Wicked 
neſs and Rebellion again. God, that the World ever 
ſaw. ; Yourbave a full and ample Account of him in 
£ Chron. 33. He was the Son of a good King, there- 
fore had had the Advantage of a pions Education. We 
may juſtly conclude, that gracious Heaetiaucarefulſy 
inſtructed him in the grain and important Matters 
of Religion, and acquainted him betimes with the 
whole Compafs of his Duty: Yet bis Man, with all 
theſe Advantages, made an early Defection from his 
God; he foon forgot the pious Leſſons his Fathe- 
taught him, ran into an Exceſs of Wickednefs, and 
was one of the moſt faithful. Vaffals tothe Pince 
Darkneſs, tor a Time, that ever be had the govern- 
ment af. I would not be large in recounting his black 
and Helliſb Villanies. He weed the Worthip of Bat; 
which his prous Farber diſcuuntenanc'd, and did what 
be could to extirpate. He deny d to pay Adoration 
and Homage to the 2rue.God, and worſbipp'd all the Hoſts 
of Heaven, and: ſero'd. them. He built Altars in the 
roufe of the Lord, which was appropriated only to his 
Service, and there he placed has Iuol!; as if he deſign'd 
to affront God to his Face, and to ſet up one to rival 
Him in his own Houſe. So cruel and mercileſs was he 
to the Fruit of his own Loins, that he made hir Cbil- 
dren to haf thro' the Fire in the Valley of the Son of Hin- 
nom, and this in Honour to his God Molech: He main- 
tain'd a: Familiarity mith: the Devil, us d' Iuchantmouti 
and Witcheraft, But his Wickednefs did not ſtop here: 
For it was not enough to him to tranſgreſs the Divine 
Commands; but he did what he could to draw others 
to ſin againſt God too: He puſ'd- on others tv 
the ſame: Enormities; yea, he led them on to greu# 
rer Wickedneſjes than even the Heathen Nations had ar- 
rivd to. He made he Inbabitante of Jeruſalem tv err 
and to do worſe than the Heatheng 2 CHron, 33: 9, _ 
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he did this by Force and Violence, becauſe he was 
2 BLOOD T PERSECUT OR: For, it is ſaid, 
he ſhed innoceut Blood very much, till be filled Jeruſalem 
with Blood from ae end to the other, 2 Kings 21. 16; 
Here was a $iynar every way quality'd for the Society 
of the Inferual Legions: A Perſon, one would have 
thought, ſhould not. have been long out of Hell. Who 
could, almoſt, have ſuppos d that Mercy ſhonld ever 
have embrac d ſuch a Rebel as this; one fo: exormeuſly. 
vile as he? Yet, Divine Grace fetch d him from under 
the Devil's Tyranny: This infamous Wretch was won 
upon to return to his God, and after all met with Ac- 
ceptance. K 1 "Fm Ih 
WHAT a vile Sinner was Mary Magdalen? She 
was remarkably under a Diabolical Influence ; for ſhe 
was under the controul of ſeven Devils. Mark 16. 9. 
When Jeſis was riſen, early the Firſt Day of the Week, 
be appear d fir it tro Mary Magdalen, our ef whom he had 
cat ſeven Devils, One, to beſure, under the Power of 
ſo many Devils, muſt have been exormouſly . wicked 2. 
But yet, ſhe bad not ſinn'd herfelt beyond the reach 
of Mercy; God brought her to Regentance, and gave 
her a Pardon. N 35 ? uns 
THE Thief upon the Crof (Luk. 23. 43.) bad been 
1notorious Offender, He was juſt ready to drop into 
Hell; juſt falling into the Hands of Devilt. But Chrifþ 
prevented his Ruine, awaken'd in him a Senſe of his 
Danger, indulg d him his Grace, and led him to Hea- 
ven, 13 4 | +16 A 18 
DO we find any Converts made among the ref d 
Phariſees, thoſe Men of Ceremony, fond of Traditions, 
Men haughty and imperious? Very few |} So that, 
is one ſays, * © Scribes and Doctors continue Devils in 
the Chair, whil'ſt Harlots commence Saints from 
the Stews, and the Thief proceeds a Convert on the 
Croſs, N WE 
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VE find, there were ſome among the Epheſians who 


had been addicted to Magick, and other Diabolical Arts; 
yet, were won upon to entertain the Goſpel, to re- 


nounce their wicked Arts, and to ſukject themſelves 


to the Authority of Chri# : For we afe told, (A. 19. 


19.) That many of them alſo which usd curious Arts, | 
brought their Books together, and burn'd them before all 
Men, end they counted the Price of them, and found it 


Fifty Thouſand Pieces of Silver. 

LET us take a view of the Condition of the Corin- 
thians before the Gopel-Day dawn'd upon them. 
They were Perſons - blacken'd with the moſt in- 
famous Vices, and the lewdeſt Practices. Be pleas'd 
to conſult thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10, 
11. The Unrighteous ſball not inherit the Kingdom of God; 
neither Fornicators, nor Idelaters, nor Adulterers, nor 
Effeminate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, 
nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, 
nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God; and 
fuch were ſome of you. Here the Apoſtle recounts ſome 
of the groſſeſt Vices, ſome of the moſt flagrant Wic- 
kedneſſes, and charges them upon theſe Perſons. But, 
would God have mercy upon ſuch as theſe > Would 
He make ſuch Brutes and Devils the Monuments of His 
Grace? Yes, He would: For adds the Apoſtle, But ye 
are waſbd, but ye are ſanftifyd, but ye are juflified in 
tbe Name 7 the Lord Jeſis, and by the Spirit of our God. 
Oh! the aſtoniſhing Grace of God! to faſten upon ſuch 
Sinks of Sin, and ſuch Dung-Hills of Naſtineſs as 
theſe! Here you have Dev!ls really turn'd into An. 
gels of Light. Here you have Petſons fitted for the 
Burning Lake, pitch'd upon to be the Hir of Heaven. 


How admirably did the Grace of God triumph in ſuch 


a Change? | | 
BUT once more, I would give you the Inſtanceo! 


St. Pax] ; once a haughty Phariſee, a Blaſpbemer of 


Cbriſt and his Pays; one who litted up his * 
gein 
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gainſt Heaven, A furious PERSECU TOR; an E- 
nemy to God Above, and a bitter Enemy to the Saints 
Below: On which account, St. Paul accuſes himſelf 
as the CHIEF of Sinners. From whence we may ve- 
ry well conclude, that PERSECU TION is a great 
and aggravated Sin; 2 Sin of a deep Die and of an im- 
menſe Guilt : He, therefore, who perſecutes any of his 
Chriſtian Brethren, let him be who he will, has arriv'd 
to a great Height of WickedneſSs. And, on this Ocpa- 
ſion, I would recommend to you a Paſſage from a 
Divine * of the Eftabliſh'd Church : © IT would to God, 
* (ſays be) that the PERSECUTING SPIRIP 
among us would conſider of this, which. is as bitter 
nas ever in the Breaſts of ſome againſt their PR O- 
* TESTANT BRETHREN ; but, bleſsd be 
* God, Legally reſtrain'd. It would be well tor ſome 
if they conlider'd this. | 
| BUT tho' this Eminent Apoſtle had been a PER- 
|] SECUTOR ſo violent and raging, and thence con- 
> & cluded himſelf the Chef of Sinners; yet, he obtain'd 
Mercy: Grace mended his Spirit, {weeten'd it with 
„Charity and Gentleneſs; and then he laid aſide all 
d Rigour and Violence, and heartily eſpous'd the Cauſe 
is of deſpis d Chriſtianity : Then he affectionately recom- 
Je mended the * ay, which before he decry d, and madly 
n rag d againſt. 
dl OUR: REVEREND FRIEND Deceas d, as I 
ch have already inform'd yoù, was in his Tounger Tears 
as exceedingly lewd and vitious: But God, at length, re- 
n-. cover d him out of the Snares of the Devil, and for a 
he great many Years he liv'd a very regular and exem- 
en. plary Life, and dy'd a very compartable Death : Of 
which you ſhall have a more ample Account in the ' 
Sequel of this Diſcourſe. Thus then, froma very great 
Number of Inſtances, it is maniteſt, that Chrz# came 
e TAE . inta 
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into the World to ſave the C HIEFT of Sinners. 

2. THIS will turther appear, it you will but con- 
fider, that there is au Invitation made to ſuch, God 
calls upon them, aud that with the greateft. Importuns 
ry, that they may be embrac d in the Arms ot his Mer. 


cy; lhe wort and the moſt outragious of Sinners do's 


He offer Mercy to: None are excluded the Tenders 
of his Grace. I/. 5 5. J. Let the Wicked for ſake his ay, 
& theUnriehrteous Man his Thoughts & let him turu unto tho 
Lord, He will hade morcy upon him, and to our God for He 
will abundantiy pardox.. Here Mercy and Pardon are of- 
ter'd to all forts of Sinners, who ever they may be. 
What a vile Generation were thoſe People mention'd 
by the Prophet, Iſz. 1. 2. where God by him com- 
plains of them, 'That He had nmriſh'd and brought up 
Children, and they bad rebell d agaiuſt him ? And ſays 
He, ver. 4. Ah ſin fu Nation ! 4 Perple laden with Inti- 
quity, a Seed of Evit.Doers, Children that are Corrupters, 
they bade forſaken the Lord, they have provoked the holy 
One of Iſrael to Anger, they are gone away backward. 
Ver. 5. —The whol: Head is fie, and the whole Heart 
faint. All Orders and Degrees of Men had made 
an ungrateful Detection from their God, and ſo had 
highly aftironted him. All their Sacrifces, and their 
moſt {pecious Services, were Iniquity, ver. 13. They 
were jugling Hypocrites. They made many Prayers, 
38 it they had been the inoſt devout Adorers of the 
Deity 5. but yet their Hands were full of Blood, Ver. 15. 
So that their bloody Hands were a Conrutation of their 
Devotions. © The? they paid their Services to God with 
2 great deal of Pomp and Solemnity, yet were they 
cruel aud ſanguinary e They were unmerciful to Men, 
and Hoc gers ot. their God. But yet, ſuch was the Com- 
— ot the great Fre ſerver of Men; that He conde- 

cends to invite theſe very Perſons to accept of offer d 
Favour : Ver, 18. Come now, let us reaſon toge tber, 
ſaith the Lord: Ibo your Sins haus been as Scared 
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ſhall be as white as Snow z, thy they ae red hike Cram- 

ſon, they ſhall be as Wooll, Here, you may obſerye, is 

Reconciliation and Pardon tender d to fume of the | 

moſt mercileſs and deteſtable of Sinners. Here is Mercy ll 
| 
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offer d to thoſe, who, one would have thought, thould 
inſtantly have fallen Bloody Victims to Divine Juſtice. 
The ſame ſort of Sinners does God graciouſly, iuvite: 
Ezek. 33. 11. Why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael? Now 
then, if God offers Pardon and Reconciliation to Sin- 
ners ſo great and abominable, then Chriſt was, in Time, 
to be their, Saviour: And had they made a dutifpl 
Return to their oftended God, they would have met 
with Mercy in conſideration of the Arontng Sacrifice 
which Chriſt, in after Times, was to offer up. 

3. WE may alſo conſider, that our Saviour, when 
He was here on Earth, convers d much with fuch ſort 


; of People, to ſeek to gain them to God: On which 

, account, He was reproach'd by his Enemies, who 

4 ſcornfully ſaid: Behold! 4 Man gluttonous, and Mine- 1 

Bibber; a Friend of Publicanes aud Stnners, Matth. | 
II. 19. =_ 

1 I'T's remarkable, that the firſt People who were 4 

g favonr'd with his Preaching, with his Uioine Diſcour- 


ſes, were Mariners, or Sailors ,, who ate ſeldom the 
moſt reform d part of Mankind; many times bringing 
Home the Vicet, as well as the Commodities, of other 
Nations. Marth. a. 15. The Inhahitants of thoſe Sea- 
„ Coaſts are ſaid to ,t in Darkneſs, ver. 16. They were a 
dark Generation, both upon the account of Sin ana Ig- 
norance. And Chriſt went among them to enlighten 
7 and ſave them: He came to them to direct them in 
the Way to an Eternal Happineſs. 

AS one obſerves: * Aſartbew a Publicane, Zacheus | 
og * an Extortioner, an old Sinner, were made the Tro- | 
© phies of his Grace. He ſeem d to take pleaſure in | 
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making Proſelytes in the Devils Quarters. What was 
MM the Woman of Samaæria, but a Harlot and an Idolater? | 
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| | What was the Canaanitiſb Woman, but a Dog, as He of 
ſtild her? Yet, both of them brought into the King. Y D. 
dom of Chriſt, and turn'd from Satan unto God, {« ca 


that He made thoſe to be the Ol jecte of Mercy, who vo 
deſerv'd to have been the Syubjeits of Vengeance. All Y ce 


this is a clear Evidence, that Chriſt came into the Y gr 
World to ſave the CHIEF of Sinners. J al 
MANY more Arguments might be offer'd you to tre 
give in Evidence to this Truth: For ſo much ſeems ne 
to be intimated to us by the Perſons from whom our ve 
Saviour deſcended ; many of whom had been ſome of the 
the groſſeſt Offenders: Such as Rahab, Lot, Batliſbe- tlic 
ba, David, &c. If He would deſcend from ſuch, it ar, 
is not improbable that He would thereby hint to us, is ; 
that He is willing to dwell in the Hearts of the worft | 
of Sinners, But I have not time to add more. CE 

| Sal 

proceed to make ſome Application of what has been fay 
faid. nei 
of 

APPLICATION. 2 

or 

18 this a Truth, that Chriſt came into the World car 
to ſave the CHIEF of Sinners? Inf 


1. HENCE then may we infer, the Freeneſß of thi 
| Divine Grace, Ts God's Compaſſion ſometimes effectu- to 


| ally extended to ſome of the greateſt ot Sinners? Then lin 
| none cun' plead Aerit in the Buſineſs of Pardon and I Th 
, Salvation. That any are Converted, favoured with Gu 
the Grace of God, and adopted into the J. ine of Hea- ter 
ven, is owing to wmerited Love. It is Grace which wh 
fetches any Sinner out of the Territories of Hell, from anc 
under the Controul of a Lordly Devil, and givesthem the 
a Title to Giory, The moit moral and prudent of car Di 
nal Men, cannot Merit the Grace of God, or the Sa- bey 


ving Influences of the Spirit: Great Sinners are de? ma 


ſperate Rebels againſt their God, ungratetul Abuse Go 
6 
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of the admirable Fruits of his Bouuty, diſingenuous 
Deſpiſers of the kind Offers He makes them; And 
can ſuch deſerve any thing at the Hands of a pro- 
vok'd God? No; but, rather, they deſerve the ſinar- 
teſt Rebukes, and Judgments the moſt ſevere. A 
great Malefactor cannot pretend to merit a Pardon, or 
a Releaſe from his Confinement at the Hand of his af- 
fronted Prince: Therefore, it is impoſſible that Sin- 
ners ſhould deſerve the Favour of God. For what e- 
ver Good they enjoy, they muſt acknowledge to be 
the Fruit of Free-Grace : The Apoſtle ſpeaks in effect 
the ſame thing, when he ſays, Epbeſ. 2. 8. By Grace 
are ye ſav'd, thro' Faith; and that not of your ſelves, it 
is the Gift of God. | 1 
2. DID Chriſt come into the World to ſave the 
CHIEF of Siunors? Then is there a Poſſibility of 
Salvation for the wort of Ungodly Men. Let not any 
fay, I have been a very great and extravagant Sin- 
ner, I have been a harden'd Rebel, therefore I am out 
of the Reach of Divine Compaſſion: Be not forward 
to make ſuch a Concluſion, Sinner, who ever thou art; 
for Chriſt came to ſave the CHIEF of Sinners: He 
came with a gracious Deſign to make many ot rbefe 
Inſtances of his Mercy. Thou haſt had clear Proof of 
this. The Greatneſs of thine Offences will be no Bar 
to Cbriſt's ſaving thee, if thou art but ſincerely wil- 
ling; for He can ſavs to the uttermoſt, Heb. 7. 25. 
There is no Luft ſo ſtrong, but He can ſubdue; no 
Guilt fo black, but He can remove. Chriſt has ef- 
fer d up an Atoning Sacrifice of immenſe Value, 
which has ſatisfy d ſuſtice, compenſated for our Crimes, 
and merited Indemnity for the worſt of Sinners, if 
they will but diſiniſs their Sins, and humbly ſue for 
Divine Grace. God's Mercies, thro' Chriſt, are great, 
beyond Expreſſion, to all ſuch as are penitent, and 
make an unreſery'd Dedication of themſelves to their 
God, Nay, tho' Sinners have greatly and frequent: 


ly 
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ly revolted, yet, it at laſt they will return, they will Ve 
be embrac'd in the merciful Arms of God. Fer. 2. 1. uf 
Says God there to his backſliding People, Thou bft A 
playd the Harlot with many Lovers, yet return again to pa 
me, ſaith the Lord. She had aſſociated with many in Y fo 


| their Idolatries, yet, after all their repeated Prevari- to 
| 


| — k | * Mee we 
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cations, God was ready to receive them. No Sinner nc 
is excluded the Mercy of God for the greatneß of his A « 
Sint, it he doth not render them unpardonable by a fa 
final * Here then is Encourage ment for Y Di 
the moſt profligate of Wretches, (not to continue in their Y ge 
Sins, but) to make a dutiſul Return to their God. Re- Y th 
member, Sinner, God waits to be gracious to thee: 
He is ready to embrace Prodigals. He has perempto- Ct 
rily told thee, Fohn 6. 37. Him that cometb unto me, to 


I will in no wiſe caſt out. He will not diſmiſs thee from Y th 
his Favour, reject thee from his Covenant, or debar A ( 
thee an Entrance into his Kingdom. Since a Paul, 1 01 
ſince a Aſenaſſeb, ſince a Mary Magdalen, ſince the ſo1 
infamous Corinthians obtain d Mercy ; what Reaſon haſt ou 
thou to doubt of thine Acceptance, upon thine unfeig- He 
ned Repentance? Has he ſav'd ſo many Sinners, Sin- yo 
ners ſo loathſome ang abominable, fo harden'd and 4 


obſtinate, and will He not alſo ſave thee, if thou wile Y tu 
but apply thy ſelf to him with a Believing Heart? | 
1 When did our Saviour ever reject a humble and a be- yo 
lieving Sinner? : 

2. DID Chriſt come to ſave the CHIEF of Sin G0 
ners? Then how inexcuſable are they who bid Defi- col 
ance to their S, and baſely deſpiſe the kind Of- yo 
fers He makes them? Chriſt is willing to ſave the in 
moſt guilty and enſiav'd. He offers Mercy to poot Hz 
miſerable Souls, who are in danger, every Moment, | mit 
of being caſt into outer Darkneſ. And what diſtra- of 
cted Wretches are they to renounce their own Salva 
tion? To expole themſelves wilfully to all the Tor- be 
ments of the future World? Js Chriſt come to faw 
| you, 
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and will you ſcorn and reject him? Wall you under- 
value all his Love and Grace? What! are you bent 
upon your Ruine? Are you fond of conteſting it with 
Almighty Vengeance? Will yan ſet your Breaſts a- 
gainſt the Thunder of his Power ? Where is your Rea- 
ſon? Where your Gratitude ? Is this your Kindneſs 
to your Friend? Have you not ſtood it out long e- 
nough againſt the Invitations of Chriſt already? Have 
2 care of Delays? You know not what may be the 
fatal Conſequence. Eer it is too late turn and live: 
Diſmiſs your darling Sins, reſign your ſelves to the 
gentle Government of Chriſt, that you may become 
the Saved of the Lord. 

4. DID Chriſt come into the World to ſave the 
CHIEF of Sinners? Then let Sinners be prevail'd on 
to make their humble Addreſs to their Saviour, that 
they may not eternally periſh, but be favour'd with 
a compleat Salvation. What tho' you have beeu great 
Offenders? What tho' your Sins have been of a Crim- 
ſon and a Scarlet Die? Yet will Chriſt be your Savi- 
our, to skreen you from Wrath, and ſecure you from 
Hell, if you will but difmiſs your Sins, and ſubject 
your ſelves to your Saviour's Authority, Say no more, 
We will not have this Man to rule over us. Take San» 
ctuary in his Blood and Wounds, that the Deſtroying 
Angel may paſs you by. Be. no longer Enemies to 
your ſelves and your own Peace. Why will you die”? 
What! Is there no Attractive in the Mercies of your 
God, or the Kindneſs of your Saviour? What! Un-: 
concern'd as to your own Souls? Is it indifferent ta 
you what becomes of them ? Is there nothing terrible 
in Damnation? Are the Devils deſirable Company! 
Had you rather lodge with them, than ſpend an Eter - 
nity with bleſſed Angels? Shall not the tender Bowel 
of your Saviour melt your Hearts, and win them to a 
Compliance? O Sirs be ſerious: Think what will 
be your Cafe, how dolorous, how extreamly diſton- 

ſolate, 
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folate, if, in a very little Time more, you accept 
not of the kind Propoſals of your Feſus. ee 

5. IS Chriſt come to ſave the CH IE F of Sinner:? 
Then let all gracious Souls thanktully admire Free- 
Grace, and live, in ſome meaſure, anſwerably to {6 
ſingular a Mercy. God has pluck'd you out of the 
Faws of Hell, reſcu'd you from the Tyranny of the De- 
vil; He has beautity d your Souls with his Grace, ju- 
ſtify d your Perſons, and will ſhortly condu<t you to 
Heaven, there to ſing eternal Hallelujahs. O] then, 
how ſhoald you ſpeak to the Honour of Free-Grace ? 
Tho? your Sins and Rebellions have been very black 
and abominable, yet did not the Mercitul God give 
you up as incorrigible : No; but when He ſutter'd 
others to run headlong to Hell in the defiling Paths of 
Sin, He meer)y by his own unmerited Favour deli- 
ver d you from the Power U Darkneſs, and tranſlated you 
into the Kingdom of his dear Son. So that, altho' as to 
ou Sin abounded, yet Grace has much more abnunded. 

e has made you the Children of Light, and ſhortly 
you will be the Children of the Reſurrection. In a lit- 
tle Time more, you will be carried above all Sin and 
Sorrow, where you will be for ever aith the Lord: 
How, for this Reaſon, thould you glorify God? Let 
your Souls magnify the Lord, and all that is within you 
bleſs his Holy Name. Tel! the World what He hath 
done for your Souls. Beſure Vow to live as the Re- 
deemed of the Lord: Jon are bourhr with a Price, _ 

ore glorify God m your Body, and in your Spirit. whic 

- 84 1 Cor. 6. 20. God has — diſplay d 
his Mercy to you, let this then engage you to 
mercitul to others. Do not venture wilfully upon a- 
ny Thing which may diſpleaſe God, who has ſo much 
been your Friend. Study all you can to promote his 
Intereſt in your Places, and fill up your J'ime with 
a Courſe of Duty. This is what your late Pious 
PASTOR, the Reverend Mr. TROSSE, — 
| mende 
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mended to you, by his own bright Example, as well 
as by his Diſcourſes from the Pulpit. He greatly ad- 
mir'd Free. Grace, which had been ſo very conſpicu- 
ous in his Recovery. He was brought, as it were, 
from the very Gates of Hell, to become a Servant of 
the God of Heaven. He was wreſted, by a peculiar 
Act of Mercy, out of the Hands of the dark Frince, 
that he might eminently ſerve tbe Living God. There- 
fore, at every turn, he would be ſpeaking very much 
to the Praiſe of Divine Grace, and ever after a Re- 
turn to his God, he liv'd a Life of Gratitude and O- 
bedience; therefore I may well propaſe him to you 
2 sa bright Pattern for your Imitation. 


— 
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A Brief Account of Mr. Troſſe' Life ſince he 
engag'd inthe Miniſtry, ſomewhat enlarg'd 
Yince the Seripon was preach'd. 


EFORE [give you his Character, I would bor- 
B row a Paſlage from A-Bp. Tillotſon, in relation 
to Dr. Whitchcor : © To be able to deſcribe him a- 
right, it were neceſſary one ſhould be like him; 
for which Reaſon I muſt content my ſelf witha very 
e jmperfect Draught of him. : 

WHAT Mr. Trofe was before his Converſion you 
may learn from the ample and particular Account he 
has left of himtelf, and is now publith'd. Therefore, 
here I ſhall take no notice of what he was before Di- 
vine Grace gave a bleſſed Turn to his Spirit: But ſince 
his Recovery from a State of Death what an Excellent 
Perſon has he diſcover'd himſelf to be,and that whether 
you conſider him in a Private or | ublick Capacity? 
Conſider him as a private Chriſtzan, (tor a Chriſtian I 
take Leave to ſuppoſe him to be, tho* Perſons of his 

EB Perſwaſſ 
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Perſwaſion are unjuſtly deny'd a Title to that Excel- 
lent Name, by ſome, who diſcover not over much Cha- 
| rity in their Opinions of others.) he was one who not 
only profeſS'd C Py but firmly believ'd the grand 
Myſterious Doctrines of it. He could ſay, that he had 


held faf the Form of Sound Words, in Faith and Lobe 


which is in Chriſt Feſus, 2 Tim. 1. 13: For as he be- 


liev'd and aſſerted the Articles of the Common Creed, | 


ſo was he eminent for the Performance of Chriſtian 
Duties. His Religion was not confin'd to his Head, 
but was powerful in his Heart, ſhining and conſpicu- 
ous in his. Life. He was a Chriſtiau as to his Creed 
and Practice both; his Converſation did not thwart 
his Belief. 5 8 
HOW aſſidious and affectionate was he in all Du- 
ties of Piety? How warm and fervent in his Devoti- 
on? What Pleaſure and Satisfaction was it to him to 
ay his ſtated Worſhip and Homage to his God? How 
rict an Obſerver of the Lord's- Day? He took care 
that nothing might be done by hipſelf, or others a- 
bout him, to protane it. He never read any other 
Books than thoſe of Practical Divinity on that Sacred 
Day. Nay, on the Saturdays, to prepare him the 
better for the Work of the Sabbath, he peruſed no o- 
ther than Practical Diſcourſes. He did not ſpend an, 
of the Time of the Lord's-Day in frothy. and imper- 
tincnt Talk, or in making Needleſs Viſits. He al- 
ways roſe at Five of the Clock in the Morning on the 
Lord's-Day, and fpert the whole of it in Picus Duties, 
either in publick, private, or ſecret, and that *till 
Ten of the Clock at Night. He hath often been heard 
to ſay, that the Sabbath ſhould be made as long as any 
other Day. He was wont, from his Memory, to re- 
20g the Sermons wiich he had either preach'd or 
card on that Day in his Family. | | 
EVERY Morning and Evening might the Voice 
of Prayer and Praiſe be heard in his Family; thathis 
| _ Houſe 
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Houſe was a little Temple conſecrated to the Service 
of his God. He ſpent much Time in Couverfe with 
God in Solduse .“. eins“ Sr 


ONCE in à Month he always kept a Scctet Faſt; 


and then roſe in the Morning at Five, and never came 
down about his Houſe *till Six in the Evening, but on- 
ly to pray in his Family. He ſpent One Hour ever 
Monday Morn. ng to repreſent the Caſe of the Pu 
lick to God, and to ſue for Publick Bleſſings. By which, 
as he diſcover d his great Piety, ſo his Publick- ſpirit- 
edneſs. And thus was he a far better Friend to the 
Kingdom than ſuch as Carouſe to the Nation's Proſ- 
perity, and drink Damnation to ſuch as He. Saturdays 
in the Afternoon, from Three to Four of the Clock, 
he ſpent in Prayer. The whole of his Life was not 
expos'd to the View of Men, but much of it was only 
obſerv'd by the Eye of that God who ſeerh in Secret. 
He once kept a fecret Faſt at Oxford, when a Student 
there, at which he was Eleven entire Hours npon his 
Knees. For ſome conſiderable time he pray*d Seven 
times in a Day: Even to the laſt of his Time he always 
pray d Six times in that Compaſs. S0 that his Life 
ſeem'd to have been made up of Devotion, and he 
convers'd more with his God, than he did with Men. 
He was ſo frequent upon his Knees, that, as I have 
been aſſur'd by thoſe who Laid him out, or prepar'd 
his Body tor his Interment, that they were brawny, or 
rather corneout. Antiquity tells us as much of * St. 
Fames the Les, that he was ſo conſtant at Prayers, thats 
the Skinof his Knees were hardewd like a Camel's Skin, 
So that his Love to God was very evident fram the 
many Duties he affectionately and ſtatedly perform'd 
to him. Beſide, he took all Opportunities to hear 
the Word, as well as to preach it; and he was one of 
| 922 ö 
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the moſt Candid Hearers of Sermons, perhaps, that 


ever was. As he lov'd his God, ſo was he eminent 
for the Love of his Nerghbouy too. He did what good 


he could to others, according to his Station and Capa- 


city. He was exactly righteous. Where is the Per- 
ſon who can juſtly complain he was wrong d by him? 
When did he ever refuſe to give any Man his Due? 
And as he was careful to wrong no Man, ſo was he as 
ready to forgive a Wrong where any had been done 
him. He was tender of others Names, and therefore 
as he was never forward to ſpeak well of himſelf, fo 
neither would he ſpeak ill of others. He would rather 
excuſe and extenuate Mens Failures, than aggravate 
them. He delighted not in Cenſure and Reproach, 
would not propagate Diſparaging Stories, to leſſen 
the Repntations of others. Altho* he was a Perſon e- 
minent for Piety, Charity, and an Uncommon Dili- 
gence in the Service of his great Maſter, yet was he 
a Perſon very humble; he had mean — of him- 
ſelf. I never heard him, in all the Converſation I had 
with hun, boaſt of any thing he had either done or ſaid: 
He rather choſe to {peak of his Imperfetions, than to 
boaſt of his Excollencies. Altho in his Converſation he 


was pleaſant and chearful, yet was his Deportment al- 


ways ſeriom, grave, and composd, 

HIS Charity to the Poor and Indigent was very 
great. He had a compaſſionate Heart and a bount1- 
tul Hand. Iam ſatisty'd, the Poor are ſenſible, that 
they have ſuſtain d a great Loſs by his Departure. He 
was always very ready to afford Relief to the Neceſ- 
fitous. What Multitudes have been plentifully ſup- 
ply'd by him? And often, with great Importunity, 
would he ſollicite the Charity of others for them. 80 
that he might have ſaid, with that perfect Saint Job, 
29. 13.16. The Bleſſing of him who was ready to periſh 
came upon me, and Icauſed the Widow's Heart to ſing fur 
Foy; I was a Faiber to the Poor. He never turn'd a- 

way 
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way any Perſon who came to him to beg or to borrow. 
He never lay out any Part of his Salary, which he had 
for Preaching, in providing for the Support and Main- 
tenance of his Family, neither did he lay up any of 
it to encreaſe his Eftate. He indeed bought ſome Part 
of his Cloaths with a little of it; and his was all he 
expended upon himſelf, He gave very liberally 


bequeath'd ſome Part of his Eſtate conditionally for the 
ſame Uſe by his WI LL. He never lent his Money for 
any more than Four Pounds 2 Cent. and the Tenth 
Part of that he gave to the Poor. When Coals and 
Corn bore a great Price, Auno 1729. he deliver'd to 
Edward Collins, Eſqʒthen Mayor, the Sum of Ten Pounds, 
to be diſtributed to ſuch Perſons as he thought moſt 
needy and indigent. 
H E was a very kind and tender Huſband; (and in- 
deed he was good in all Relations) ſo that, as I have 
heard one fay of him, who well knew him, He was the 
beft of Huſbands, and the bet of Maſters. He lool d not 
upon his own Things only, but on the Things of athers, of 
others Souls, and others Bodies. He was ready to e- 
very good Work; forward to embrace all Oppertuni- 
ties of doing good. He did not, as too many do, con- 
fine his Charity to a Party; but was ready to relieve 
the Neceſſitous of whatever Religious Perſwaſion they 
were: He regarded Mens Wants, and not their Opint- 
ons. Theſe Things 2 him an Univerſal Reſpect. 
So that it might be ſaid of him, as it was of Demetrius, 
That he had the good Report of all Men, and of the Truth 
it ſelf. 2. John, 12. There was one or more who, by 
their Writings, ſought to blacken him, and fink hi: 
Credit; but the Attempt was as vain as uncharitable, 
All their deriſive and detracting Language could not 
tarniſh his Reputation, eſtabliſh'd by a long Series of 
Good-Works. | 
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CONSIDER him iu the Capacity of a Minifter 
of tbe Goſpel, and fo he was well qualify'd for his Work. 
He had a Head and a Heart well furnith'd for 6 
difficult and tremendous a Cailing He was a Perſon 
of good Learning. He had a clear Head and a very 
tenacious Memory. He well underſtood the Learn- 
ed Languages; was well {kill'd in the Hebrew"Tongue ; 
and was ſo much a Maſter of it, that he could read it 
without the Points. He had read a very great Num- 
ber of Books: But pe Part of his Time was 
ſpent in the Reading Hiſtory and Divinity,  * 


HE had the Advantage of an Academical Educati- 
on, in * Pembrook-Colledge, in Oxford; where he enter'd 
a Gentleman Commoner: In which Place he continu'd 
about Seven Years. His uſual Cuſtom, ſince he 
enter'd on the Miniſtry, was to riſe in the Morning 
about Five of the Clock, and then he preſently betook 
himſelf to his Study; there he confined himſelf till 
about Eight. In all that Time he never approach'd 
2 Fire in the Coldeſt Seaſon. He ha ſtill a Book in 
his Hand to peruſe as he went about his Houſe: So 
that he fuffer'd no Time to paſs by him unimprov'd. 


'HE was a laborious and indefatigable Student, and 
made à very great Proficiency in Learning, whilſt 
he remain'd in the Uziverfty. After he had ſpent a- 
bout Seven Years there, he made a retuen to his 
Friends at Exon, where he preach'd in private amongſt 
them, for ſome conſiderable Tune, the Things which 
before he deftroy'd. His Diſcourſes and Prayers amongſt 
them met with great Acceptance. After he had thus 
preach'd awhile, in a Vay of Probation, he was Or- 
dain d by Five or Six pious Miniſters in Somerſer, Mr. 
- FOSEPH 
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FOSEPH ALLETY then praying over him. He 
exercis d his Miniſtry for many Years in private in 
Exon, preaching once a-Week on a Week-Day, and 
adminiſtring the Lord's-Supper. to a few ſerious Chri- 
ſtians every Month. He was ſatisfy d with his Non- 
conformity, and did not think himſelf juſtly charge- 
able wich the Sin of Schiſm. He could not gain Satis- 
faction as to the impoſed Terms of Communion with the 
Elabliſb Church. Yet he attended occaſionally up- 
on the Inſtructions of the Aſiniſters of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, to ſhew his charitable Regard to thoſe of a dif- 
ferent Perſwaſion, and how ready he was to ha ve fal- 
len in with them, if they would but have abated 
ſomewhat of their Rigours, He ſuffer'd Impriſonment 
Six Months. in the City- Goal in the Time of the late 
K. James, on the account of his Non Conformity. He 
choſe rather to ſuffer in his Liberty, than to act con- 
trary to the Convictions of his Conſcience. The court 
in that King's Time granted Liberty to Diſſenters, 
which tliey readily accepted of, that they might be 
reſcu'd from the Hands of their unkind Bretheren. At 
that Time King James publiſh'd his Declaration for 
Liberty of Conſcience. It was requir'd of the Diſenting 
Miniſters in this City to read it to their People, But 
Mr. Traſſe was againſt it; my Father, * my felf, and 
ſome others, retus'd it. When the late King William 
aſcended. the Throne, the, Diſſenters had their Leberty 
confirnd by a Law; and then Mr. Trofſe preacl!'d pub- 
lickly upon the Lord's-Day, at the Time when thoſe of 
the National Chur:h aſſenbled for Worſhip, .which be- 
fore he had not done., Mr. Haller dying that Year, 
Mr. Traſſe was made choice of to ſucceed him, And e- 
| Ml >... e ver 

] was at that Time threatemd to have my Liberty taken from 
me for my Refuſal: But my. Anſwet was, That I had much ra- 
ther ſuffer ſome Hardſbips from our Proteſtant Bretheren, than 
4 any Thing that wight look like an Approbation · of the Popiſh 


Superſtitions. 
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ver ſince he continu'd a _ and laborious 


Miniſter of Chriſt, to his Deceaſe. Every Tucſlay he 
preach'd a Catechetical Lecture, and every / edneſ- 
day a ſtated Lecture, in this Place for ſeveral Years: 
And moſt Times he preach'd Twice every Lord i day, 
E very frequently adminiſter d the Lord's-Srupper uhich 
we have among us Monthly. He was very wil- 
ling to do his own Work; therefore but rarcly ſolli— 
cited any to preach for him. He ſpent a great deal of 
Time in viſiting the Sick, diſcourſing to them of the 
State of their Souls, and praying with them. His La- 
bours that Way were very acceptable, and very {uc- 
ceſsful. He had an admirable Dexterity in appl ng 
himſelf to the comforting the Conſciences of fad an 
dejected Perſons, and ſuch as were afflicted with Hor- 
ronrs in their Minds. He roſe early in the Morning 
to redeem Time for his Work. 

HE was a Rational and Methodical Preacher, and 

reſwd home Duties with a great deal of Warmth and 
holy Vehemence He deliver himſelf with a great 
deal of Fluency, not confining himſelf to the Uſe of 
Nores; for he had a tenacious Memory and acrarm Fan- 
cy, 9 were conſiderable Helps to him in that 

Caſe. | 
| HE was an ardent Orator at the Throne of Grace: He 
would pray with that Coprouſneſs, Fluency, & Affection, that 
he was the Wonder of all who heard him. He would ad- 
mirably adapt his Prayers to all ſuddain Emergencies 
and Occurrences. Never was he any thing at a loſs 
for Yords or Matter, tho ſometimes upon a Faſling- 
Day he continu'd his Prayers nearTwo Hours; yet ſtill 
was his Auditory entertain'd with Variety of Matter, 
without Nauſecus Reperitions. 

HE was a Miniſter of an unſported Character; his 
Converſation very ftri# and regular: And tho ſome 
envenom'd T ongues and Fens attempted to blacken and 
aſperſe him, yet by maintaining his Integrity he - 
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cur'd his Reputation, and went out of rhe World ad-' 
mird and lamented. He preſs'd Duty with Earneſt- 
refs, and livd what he preach'd . His Life and his 
Sermons did not claſh and confute each other. What 
he was in the Pulpit he was ou of it, and carried on 
the ſame Deſign ot his Great Maſter where eber he was. 
He ſtill conſulted the Good of Souls; for this he ſtu- 
dy'd, he labour'd, he conſtantly pray'd: Not a lit- 
tle Portion of his Time was this Way imploy'd, but 
the far greater Part of it. So that, with the Apoſtles 
of our Saviour, Acts 6.4. he gave himſelf conrinually 
to Prayer, and tothe Aliniſtry of the Word. 

HIS: Mind was ſolac d with comfortable Hopes of 
his Eternal Salvation. He would many times hum- 
bly-own 1t to his Intimate Friends, That he had great 
Satisfaction in his Conſcience as tohis Eternal Eſtate: 
But yet, upon all Occaſions, would readily condemn 
himſelf for Defe&s and Imperfections. So that, what 
the Reverend Dr. Bates ſaid of Mr. Baxter, is appli- 
cable to him: “ Never was a Sinner more humble and 
« debaſing himſelf, never was a ſincere Believer more 
© calm and comfortable. He was under no Fears of 
Death; but often defir'd to be gone to a Better World, 
where his Sins and his Sorrows might fully have an 
end, He was very willing to labour, as long as he 
was here, and not to giveo'er his beloved Work. Tho' 
Age had much enfeebl'd him, yet was he loath to 
accept of Ajhſtance. He has often wiſh'd, * in Sub- 

* miſſion 


* 'To die ſuddainly to a Good Man is a very deſirable Tthing. 
In the Litany, in the Roman Ritual, you have this Petition: Ab 
omni mali libera nos Nomine, a ſubitanea & improviſa morte. 
But ſays the Learned Hornbeck, Miſel. Theol. lib: 2. pag 515. 
Liu mori eſt ſæpe mori, quod neutiquam ef optabile. And 
lays Eraſmus, Epiſt. y. 867. Quad fi pio homini deligere fas eſ- 
let mortis genus, 2 fhar arhitroy magis optandam quam fubi- 
tam, que velut e medio curſu bonorum operum repente ſubve» 
hat in Cælum. And ſays Cyprian Magis concupiſcendum fit, 
& optandum, ad Chriſtum ſubveniente velocmus morte exire. 
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miſſion to his Maſter's Will, | That Death might find 
him doing his Maſter's Buſineſs :]. And, in effect, it 
did ſo. For altho' he expir'd not in the Pulpiz, yet he 
did a little time after he left it: So that he was car- 
ry d from his Work to his Vages: He went from a Sab- 
bath here, to keep an Eternal one above. As he was 
going from the Congregation, (where he had enter. 
taimd his Hearers with a Diſcourſe of Faith in the 
Morning) he fainted in the Street; but, upon his 
Recovery, in ſome meaſure, irom that Faintneſs, he 
diſcours'd to ſome Friends about him of his great Hon 
of going to a future BleſſedneS. After he had reach'd 
his Houſe, he lay'd him down in a Praying Poſture, 
calling upon the Lord, and ſo gave up the Ghoſt. So 

that as he liv'd a Lite of Prayer, he died praying too: 
And as he was a Praying Saint below, no Queſtion 
but now he is a Praiſing One above. Now is he reap- 
ing the Fruit of his Labours, and is poſſeh d of that 
* ſs which here he was a comfortable Ewpectant 
of. 

HOW glorious an Inſtance of Free- Grace was he 
He was once a deſperate and outragtious Sinner, but at 
length an eminent and ſhining Saint. What a wonder- 
ful Change was wrought upon him ? O the bonnd- 
leſs Love and Grace of God, who can make Life 
ſpring out of the very Shadow of Death, and Heaven 
out of Hell! Here was One fetch'd from under the 
Power of the Devil to be an illuſtrious Monument of Di- 
vine Mercy. Some are ſo very uncharitable as to re- 
proach ſuch as Great Sinners ſtill, and to treat them 
with Contempt, tho? ſo viſibly chang'd for the better: 
For, Qui ſemel ſuit malus, ſemper præſumi tur eſſe malus 
in eodem genere mali; Many times a Parſon who has once 
been bad is always preſumid to be ſo, thro? the Igno- 
Trance of the Efficacy ol Divine Grace, in chan ing 
the Heart, or tFro' Malice againſt, or Envy at, thoſe 
who have been ſo admirably chang'd. Why ſhould 
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any upbraid him with his former Follies, when he has 


penitently confeſs d them, and unfeignedly repented 
of them, and diſcover'd his Abhorrency of them, by 
an apparent and undeniable Reformation, and by 2 
Life of Holineſs for nigh 50 Years? Wou'd it be com- 
mendable in any to reproach David with his groſs 
Wickedneſs in the Caſe of Uriah, when he had hear- 
tily repented of it, and publiſh'd his Repentance to the 
World? Would any Chriſtian's Ear like to hear St. 
Paul revil'd and ſcoft'd at for his Blaſpbemy, Perſecu- 
tion, and Injury, ſince afterwards he eſpous'd the 
Chriſtian Cauſe, was a zealous Apoſtle of our Lord, and 
a Saint of the fir Magnitude > Where would be the 
Wiſdom or Charity of it, to endeavour to pour Con- 
tempt upon St. Auſtin, by ſpightfully recounting the 
Vices and Lewaneſs of his Tounger Tears ? We know, it 
was the haughty Phariſee who treated the bumble and 
penitent Publican with Scorn and Diſdain: God, Ithank * 
thee. I am not as this Publican: No; but he was incom- 
parably worſe. We thould not mention the former Sins 
of ſuch reformed Penitents to diſparage them; but ad- 
| mire the Grace of God, which has been ſo very con- 
ſpicuous in their Change and Recovery, and ſhould 
earneſtly beg to be made Partakers of the ſame Grace. 

I have no more to ſay ; only, let us all endeavour to 
| follow his bright Example, improve the Inſtructions he 
gave us, and let them not he bury'd in the Grave 
with him. Let us be thanktul that he continu'd ſo 
| long with us a burning and a ſhining Light. 

b HE liv'd to the Age of Eighty One, and ſomewhat 
more: So that he was carried ſlowly and ſafely to Hea- 
ven. May we all take care to live as he, that, when 
we come to. the Period of our Days, we may die as 
comfortably as he, and then aſcend to him, to live a 
Lite of Eternal Bliſs with him, in the Kingdom of God 
above. Auen, and Amen. 
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